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XUGONG INKSTONE

Xugong inkstone belongs to Luyan inkstone family
poroduced in Shandong prorince. Luyan inkstone was wvery
famous in Tang and Song dynasties. Many famous scollars and
calligraphers such as Yan zhenging and Liu Gongquan in Tang
dynasty and Ouyang Xiu, Su Shi, Mi Fu, Tang Yanyou and Gao
Sisun in Song dynasty recommended, appreciated and highly
evaluated the Luyan inkstone in their relevant warks. But from
Ming to Song dynasty the nobilities, scollars and artists had
partialities on Duan and Shen inkstone neglecting Luyan
inkstone due to the social change and transport inconvenience or
other resons, left the gem of inkstone family almost
unmentioned of.

After the founding of new China, the government attaches
great impostance to the carring forward and promotion of the
national cultural heritage and many poeple with the aspiration
to carry forward the art of Luyan inkstone and to blare new
trails in its research have made great effests to bring the “bright
pearl”in inkstone family to the world again.

Luyan inkstone has a great vasiety, besides the Xugong
inkstone mentioned above, it has red grain stone, Venus stone,
Jishi stone, Tianheng stone, Xuenan stone, Fulai stone, Nishan
stone and guishi stone, In them, Xugong stone from Xugong

Village in Yinan county is one of the best stone matrial for

* making inkstone. Legend said that once upon a time, a provincial

level examination candidate named Xu passed Yi place on his

way to the capital to take the)gxamination and found a unique

‘shaped stone slab in a ditch. He liked the stone’s colour and

shape and tried to grained it into a inkstone and brougt it with
him. In the exam, all the ink in the candidates’ inkstones froze
due to cold weather except Xu’s, he made a smooth calligraphy
with his sparkling and crystal clear coloured black ink. The chief
examiner was  satisfied and Xu succeded in  the
examination. Many vears later, after resigned from office, he
still cherrished the memry of that unique inkstone and settled

down In the village where he had found his unique‘ inkstone and



the village began to be named Xugong Village. Now it is proved
that ink will not freeze in Xugong inkstone when tempratuse
falls 40 degrees below zero. The inkstone really deserves its
reputation.

Xugong inkstone is made from natural material and has
diffrent shapes and natural edgs. It is naturally intresting. It has
various colors and lusters such as tea dust, greenish grey, eel
yellow, dark green, brown, dark purple, tangerine, etc which are
deep, penetrating and unflashy, and it has rich and beautiful
grain and texture such as:; “morning sun shines,” “storm is
coming”, “clouds and mists prevail”, “crystal like autumn
water”and “criss-cross ice veins”ete. all of which exhibit a hight
elegance. Xugong stone is hard and dense. It sounds clear and
melodious as chime when knocked, and it is smooth and soft
when touched. It is gentle and graceful like jade. ink in Xugong
inkstone will not dry after a night, and the stone has an affinity
for ink. The inkstone rubs a inkstick like a file and the ink it
made like oil, which is bright colured and smooth. It will never
damage your brush. 1t is really the first class inkstone.

Xugong inkstone is made in Xugong Inkstone Factory in
Yinan County, Shandong Province. The factory selects the best
material and its technicians process the stone with wonderful
skill. Each stone is carefully appraised and made into a inkstone
accorking to its patural shape and colour, which made the
inkstone natural, genuine and contains endless meanings. It can
be said that “the superb craftsmanship excells nature” . So
inkstone made in Xugong inkstone Factory is loved by literati
and calligraphers home and abroad. In the exhibitions held in
Beijing in 1978, in Japan in 1980, in Hongkong 1986, and in
the Xugong Inkstone Appraisal Meeiﬁ;g in Beijing in 1987,
Xugong inkstone is highly appreciated and loved by artists,
calligraphers and poets with its unique shape, excellent ink
preparation nature of its matrial. The factary’s aim is to develop
China’s cultural heritage and make contributions to the
international cultural exchange, and the factory will spare no
expense’ to cater for all circles and to promote the cultural

progress of our humankind.
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After admiring the Xugong Inkstone, Chu Tunan, Vice-chairman of the
standing committee of the National People’s Congress, wielded his brush
impromptu and inscribe the three big casactos; XUGONG YAN. (Xugong

Inkstone)
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Chu Tunan, wvice - president of the National People’s Congress, has

collected a piece of Xugong inkstone and named it; “Unblackenable in black

dye,unthickenable by rubbing. ™
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Shu Tong, honorary president of the NMational Calligraphers Association

and famous calligrapher and artist wield hus brush excitedly after appreciating

the Xugong inkstone and wrote; “Wonderful Xugong. ”
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Shen Peng, the vice president of the National Calligraphers
Association and famous calligrapher in China, made inscription for

Xugong Inkstone Factory.
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Over eighty years old calligrapher Xiao Lao, the standing member

of the council of National Calligraphers Association, appreciated the
inkstone and happily compose& a poem to praise it, in the poem he
wrote: “The Xugong Inkstone was highhly Valued in Tang and Song

dynasty ,Now 1 myself rub ink stick on it. ”
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He Haixia, the famous senior artist in national painting and
calligraphy circles, tried his bsush with the Xugong Inkstone with
pleasure and wrote down the word_s GENTLE AS FINE JADE for
praisement aftder he appreciated the inkstone and was pleasently

surprised.
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Nationally famous calligrapher Wang Xiaju wrote for
Xugong indstone ; “phoenix tail and dragon eye. "
Produced by ;Xugong Inkstone Factory,
Yinan County,Shandong Province
Address ; Wenhua Road, Yinan County
Town,Shandong Province
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Dong Shouping, the national famous calligrapher and a senioir

artist in Beijing painting and calligraphy ciycles, wrote for the Xugong

inkstone; “Gentle as jade, sound like chime, the Qilu inkstone is the
study’s best treasuer. ”
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Famous Calligrapher Liu Bingsen made inscription for Xugong

Inkstone Factory.
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Famous estist Qin Lingyun wield his brush and wrote to praise;
“Though carved and engraved,it just comes back to nature”.
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Zhang Chongme1, famous calligrapher and astist in China, highly
praise the Xugong Lnkstone’s material, he wrote; “The skitful

workmanshup and unique stone make it natural and genuine. ”
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While apmeciating the inkstone, the famous calligrapher and actist
Bai Xueshi made the inscription with pleasure, “Xugongyan the fine
inkstone, well-known far and near, with its wonderful workmanship,

smooth as jade,and lusters as the rays of morning sun.



