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What It Is

Until now, it has been all but impossible to find words you've forgotten or never
knew td begin with, The reason for this is obvious: to use a dictionary you need 10
know the word in order to find it. WHAT'S WHAT provides access to words in an
entirely new way— visually. Readers can now find words they are seeking by
turning to detailed illustrations in which all the visible parts are identitied and
labeied. This system of visual classification puts within verbal reach of everyone,
for the first time, the words used to describe the myriad objects in our everyday world.

The obiects chosen for inclusion in WHAT'S WHAT have been selected on the
basis of their usefulness to contemporary readers; and although no single volume
of this kind can be encyclopedic in its coverage, WHAT'S WHAT is both
comprehensive in its scope and practical in its treatment of individual items. Thus,
illustrations generatly include oniy the visible parts of objects. However, when it is
necessary or desirable to identify part of an item not actually shown, its location is
indicated by a broken line. Variations and styles of objects have been presented
only when the object’s parts make it so distinctive that the item itself has a unigue
name —lorgnette, for example, which appears on the eyeglasses page. in
addition, considerable use has been made of composite illustrations — nonliteral
representations combining diverse elements found among similar objects.

How It Works

The book's system of classification is simple and straightforward. Since every
object in the physical world is part of a larger whole, the reader can find any
detail by locating the larger item. All-objects fall naturaily into one of the following
twelve categories: The Earth; Living Things; Shelters and Structures; )
Transportation;, Communications; Personal tems; The Home; Sports and
Recreation; Arts and Crafts; Machinery, Tools and Weapons; Uniforms, Costumes
and Ceremonial Attire; and Signs and Symbols.

To locate an item, turn first to the Table of Contents, where each entry is arranged
Dy category and subcategory according to the object's nature and use. There you
will readily determine in what part of the book the item is located. An automobi le,
for exampie, is listed under Transportation. An object, or the name of a part, can
also be found by consulting the all-inciusive index at the back of the book. A collar
stay, for example, can be located by iooking under “shirt,” “collar,” or any other
part of a shirt known to the reader, since all these entries will refer 1o the page on
which a shin is illustrated and all its parts are identified. Rigorous ¢ross-
referencing makes the task of finding any item or detail in the book even simpler.

And Why

WHAT'S WHAT is far more than an ordinary reference book. Aided by well-known
artists and experts in the visual-arts fields, the editors have made every effort to
produce a book that is as engaging as it is informative. Its use, it is hoped, will
entertain as well as enlighten.
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Cartographer’'s World

Pasition on the earth's grid can be
determined by finding exact faitude,
north or south of the equator, and
fongitude, east or west of the prime
meridian As ihe earth makes its daily
rotation, the sun crosses every metid-
1an once each day. When this occurs,
ali points on the meridian experience
noon at the same mstant_ At the same
tirme on the opposite side of the earth it
is midrnight and a new calendar day 1S
beginning. There is a difference of one
hour In solar time every 15 degrees.
The world time zone map shows how
the theoretical division of the world
into 24 equal Kime belts has been
modified to follow pofiticat or geo-
graphical boundaries
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