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Introduction

Bada Shanren (1626 — 1705), a renowned calligrapher and painter during the turn of the Ming and Qing dynasties, was a descendent of Prince
Ningxian Zhu Quan, son of Ming Emperor Taizu Zhu Yuanzhang. Bada Shanren used various names, including Zhu Da, Zhu Tonglin, Chuan Qi, Fa
Ku, Ren’ an, Geshan, Xuege and Lii. He excelled at bird-and-flower painting, landscape painting, and calligraphy. After the collapse of the Ming
Dynasty, to avoid execution Bada became a Buddhist monk, and began careful study of earlier masters’ techniques in bird-and-flower painting,
landscape painting, and calligraphy. He eventually won respects among intellectuals and artists by establishing a unique personal style that manifested
his cynical emotions living under Qing rule.

Bada Shanren often appeared as either as a Buddhist Monk or Daoist Priest, usually pretending to be either crazy or mute. His masterpieces
included metamorphic imagery that was imbued with humorous criticisms, The bird-and-flower and landscape paintings that he created using the Xie
Yi, Jian Bi and Tong Bian techniques conquered the intellectual world.

The combination of his convoluted life experiences, his obscure poetig references, and the inflated and grotesque images in his paintings has
composed an unsolvable mystery that has perplexed and fascinated experts and intellectuals generation after generation. His huge screens, horizontal
steles, couplets, scrolls, small albums, fans, and letters written in regular script(zhenkai), running script(xingshu), official script(lishu), and seal script
(zhuanshu) have become gems of Chinese calligraphy.

His unyielding character, painting style and calligraphy have inspired successive generations of artists, including the Eight Eccentrics of Yangzhou
(Yangzhou Ba Guai), Ren Yi, Wu Changshuo, Qi Baishi, Pan Tianshou, Li Kuchan and Ding Yanyong. As a master and giant in the history of Chinese
art, Bada Shanren was chosen by the International Astronomy Association to be one of the Chinese cultural treacures honored by having an outer crater
named after him.

In order to present the works of this great master in their entirety, and to produce a much-needed resource for researchers both home and abroad,
the Jiangxi Fine Arts Publishing House convened an editorial committee for The Complete Works of Bada Shanren in 1994 as Lushan Mountain. This
project has drawn the attention of art circles from around the world. It has received the support of the China News and Press Bureau, the National
Bureau of Cultural Relics, the China Art Institute, the Palace Museum(Beijing), the Shanghai Museum, the National Library, the library of the Central
Academy of Fine Arts, and various other art, cultural and academic institutes. Other art galleries, museums, cultural relic companies, and both Chinese
and overseas collectors have also extended their enthusiastic support.

For the past seven years, the editors of The Complete Works of Bada Shanren have traveled north and south of the of Yangtze River to more than
twenty provinces and cities in search of Bada’s works. They have visited various museums, art galleries, temples, and antique stores. They have
consulted numerous scholars, connoisseurs and collectors specializing in Ming and Qing Dynasty arts.

This volume contains more than 1,000 authentic pieces of painting and calligraphy by the artist, including many newly discovered seal-marks,
annotations, poems, and letters, most of which have never been published before.

To show the gradual achievements in research over the past forty years, more than thirty essays on Bada Shanren, including nine newly written
ones, have been selected for publication in the volume, Most are published here for the first time.

Authoritative appraisers were invited to judge surviving work by Bada Shanren to determine their authenticity. Under the analysis conductde by
the Ancient Calligraphy and Painting Authentication Committee of the National Bureau of Cultural Relics, newly discovered works which had not
been previously identified were each appraised three times by famous appraisers, including Xu Bangda, Yan Renkai, Zhong Yinlan, Shan Guogian

from the Palace Museum, and Shan Guolin from the Shanghai Museum. The works were heavily scrutinized. This volume includes a new chronicle of
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existing and newly discovered historical data and textual research about Bada Shanren’s life.

The Complete Works of Bada Shanren present art works, summaries, research these, and research materials, including both photographs and
annotations. Previous album publications have focused solely on the visual aspects of Bada Shanren’s art. This volume breaks new ground, emphasiz-
ing simultaneously aesthetic appreciation, academic knowledge and factual data. In The Complete Works of Bada Shanren are collected both traditional
studies of Bada Shanren and his works, as well as research that employs new concepts and concepts and methodologies. It includes both retrospectives
on past achievements in research on Bada Shanren, as well as prospects on future areas of research.

Renowned Chinese aesthetician and art theorist Wang Zhaowen is editor-in-chief. Deputy chief-editors are Xue Yongnian, Professor of Art
History at the Central Academy of Fine Arts; Shan Guogiang, former Director of the Department of Painting and Calligraphy and Researcher at the
Forbidden City Museum; Chen Zui, from the Art Institute of the Chinese Institution of Fine Arts and Chen Huisun, Editor-in-Chief at J iangxi Fine Arts
Publishing House. Members of the editorial committee are all scholars renowed both in China and abroad, including Shan Guolin, Zhong Yinlan and
Cai Xingyi. Members of the Appraisal Committee at the National Bureau of Cultural Relics, including the late researcher and Bada Shanren specialist
Xie Zhiliu, Xu Bangda, Qi Gong, Yang Renkai, Wang Shiging, Rao Zongyi and Yang Xin have all served as academic advisors to this project. Thirty
excellent and influential essays with more contemporary view points have been selected from more than 200 that were submitted.Essays were also
especially commissioned from important specialists on Bada Shanren. The design of The Complete Works of Bada Shanren combines the traditional
characteristics of strength and elegance with a modern aesthetic of grace and refinement. The latest techniques in printing and binding have been
applied, bringing a new level of quality to art publishing in China. ’

The Complete Works of Bada Shanren is printed in five volumes. The first four volumes contain Bada Shanren’s seals, annotations, studio
names, signature, poetry, letters and so on. The fifth is comprised of appendix essays, including study theses on Bada Shanren and the research material
files, biography, as well as chronicle.

The publication of The Complete Works of Bada Shanren is an unprecedented feat of research, which adds a new dimension to the realm of
Chinese art history publications. As Editor-in-Chief Wang Zhaowen puts it, the significance of its publication is that “in a time when cultural price is
gradually drifting away from cultural value,exploring the aesthetic values of Bada Shanren’s calligraphy and painting is not only helpful in advancing
the great tradition of Chinese art and maintaining its uniqueness and independence in the international art world, but is also capable of increasing our

collective sense of self-pride and self-esteem.”
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