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We expected to put out this publication at the end of January this
year. When, on January 28, our publisher, the Commercial Press,
promised to get ready with everything in two or three days, we could not
refrain from our joy that this piece of our years’ patient work was soon
to appear before the public, whose approval and criticisms we have so
eagerly awaited. The next day, the Press was levelled to the ground
under the ruthless attack of Japanese bombers. Among the incalculable
losses was this well-nigh completed publication of ours. The same fate
befell to another publication of ours, entitled “Industrial Disputes, Not
Including Strikes and Lockouts, Greater Shanghai, 1930,” before it was
half-way completed. It took us months to prepare a new manuscript of
the present publication with necessary revisions and additions; the data of
1981 are added, and the index numbers extend now over a period of gix
years. Mr. William C. Wood, who had been taking care of the collection
of data for the study, resigned his post last spring. It is through the
effort of Mr. D. L. Ting, who under the intense situation was able to
secure the price quotations regularly, that the work was not interupted
throughout the period of warfare.

T. Y. TSHA.

SMANGHAI, JUNB, 1931.
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FOREWORD

In presenting the Cost of Living of the workers in Shanghai to the
public we consider it an opportune moment to point out a few facts
regarding the labor situation and our progress in the work of statistics.
This is only the fourth year since we first started investigations in this
city. Yet the results have yielded interesting and significant facts which
may be set forth as follows:

In the first place a study of labor unrest in the past few years reveals
the close correlation between political and social developments, and
especially of the important effects of labor legislation and administration.
For example, great excitement prevailed in the labor world in the years of
the great revolutionary upheaval of 1927 and 1928, and the presence of
communistic elements seriously aggravated the disturbances and made
settlement of disputes extremely difficult. But the Government has since,
by creating and enforcing various labor laws, helped to reduce labor
conflicts or to effect their speedy settlement. Labor unrest may be said to
have passed from the excited years of 1927 and 1928 to the comparative
calm of 1929 and 1930. Particularly interesting are the laws for labor
organizations which do not provide for a general labor union for all indus-
tries in a city. Such organizations have been the seats of trouble. A labor
union, however, may be organized for an industry, and this provision has
so far proved its value by satisfactory application. In these cases govern-
ment action has definitely tended to create a better situation, and it
constitutes ~ a positive refutation of the assumption that economic or
intellectual undertakings of the people could be successful only if free
from government supervision.

In the second place the results of our investigations in wages, hours
of labor, cost of living and standard of living reveal in exact figures the
true status of labor. Shanghai boasts of a labor force of 285,000 workers
in the twenty-one main industries of which the textile is the foremost in
magnitude and importance, the cotton spinning industry alone employing
40 per cent of the total number of factory workers in the city. Of this
well-nigh a third of a million workers, 30 per cent are men; 60 per cent,
women; and 10 per cent, children. The preponderous proportion of
women is due to their peculiar adaptability to textile and cigarette
manufacturing, and also to the lower wages they command.

. 'The great majority of these laborers work from 11 to 12 hours per
day, and generally with only 2 or 3 days off a month instead of Sundays.

iii
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Their wage averages per hour are: for men, $0.073; for women, $0.044;
and for children, $0.034.

The average expenditure per month for a family of 4.62 persons or
3.28 equivalent adults, Atwater scale, is $37.86. Of this sum the family
has to spend $20.13, or 53.2 per cent, for food; $2.83, or 7.5 per cent, for
clothing ; $3.15, or 8.3 per cent, for rental; $2.42, or 6.4 per cent, for fuel
and light; leaving $9.33, or 24.6 per cent for all other expenses. The last
named figure seems not too low a one when compared with similar studies
in other countries. This includes education, recreation, accidentals,
medicine, social, religious, and festival occasions, these latter items, though
dropped from the computation of index numbers due to the lack of a
clearly defined standard for measuring their price movements, being as
much a necessity as food and fuel in a country like China with her old
customs and traditions.

Thirdly, there are two outstanding facts occurring in 1930 that call
for our attention. First, there was an unusual rise in the cost of living
in 1930. There was a general increase of 16.7 per cent over 1926, the
base year; and an increase of 17.4 per cent in the item of food alone in
1930 over 1929, a fact that must have told very hard on the workers. At
‘the same time the proportion of strikes and disputes due to wage disagree-
‘ments in 1930 also showed a sudden increase of almost 20 per cent as
compared with 1929. Thus there seems to be some correlation between the
‘two, and it inclines one to believe that labor complaints at present are due
‘more to economic conditions than to mere class agitation.

. 1930 further witnesses the Government’s effort to better the industrial
conditions by getting ready to enforce the Factory Law. This Law sets
certain limitations on hours, wages, child and woman labor, and provides
for welfare work, security against accidents, and a factory council rep-
resenting both employer and employee. Although the conditions of labor
are not satisfactory as have been set forth in the preceding section, great
numbers of factory owners declared the regulations to be impractical, and
so its enforcement was postponed to August 1, 1931. It is true that
business conditions are depressing, and young industries have to be nurt-
ured with great care. But better treatment would decrease friction and
_increase labor efficiency and productivity, which would he an economic
gain for all concerned, and by the time this book goes out to the public
we hope the feasibility of the measure will have been demonstrated.

So much for the political, legislative and the economic aspects of the
labor situation. We shall now say a word in regard to the method and
progress of our investigations.



