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Bird Flu: Hoping for the Best,
but Preparing for the Worst
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I’'m Steve Ember with.IN THE NEWS
in VOA Special English.

There are more warnings about the
need to prepare for the possibility of a
worldwide outbreak of bird flu.

VOA's Steve Herman in Tokyo re-
ported Friday on the results of a two-day
meeting held by Japan and the World
Health Organization. Delegates from
more than twenty countries discussed a
plan they hope might contain the early
spread of any influenza pandemic.

W.H.O. Western Pacific director
Shigeru Omi says containment alone
is not enough. He says “all the possible
options” must be used. That includes
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doing more to watch for the risk of person-
to-person infection.

Doctor Omi also says some countries
need to be more open about reporting in-
fections in animals and people. He did not
say which countries.

The W.H.O. says about one and one-half
thousand million dollars will be needed over
three years to prepare for a pandemic. A
meeting next week in Beijing will deal with
how to pay for it. The World Bank has just
offered five hundred million dollars.

The current outbreak of bird flu began in
Southeast Asia in December of two thou-
sand three, leading to about eighty deaths.
Health officials say the victims have been
mostly young people who had close contact
with infected birds or sick people. China and
Turkey have reported the most recent hu-
man infections.

The W.H.O. says the h-five-n-one virus
already has met two of the three conditions
for a pandemic. It is new, so there is no natu-
ral protection. And it can make people very
sick. The third condition is that a virus must
change into a form that can pass easily from
person to person.

W.H.O. officials say tests on two people
who died in Turkey found a small genetic
change in the virus. But they say it is too
soon to know how this might affect the
spread of the virus. They say similar changes
appeared in two thousand three in Hong
Kong and last year in Vietnam.

Experts continue to learn more about the
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virus. New research may show it to be more
widespread but not as deadly as people
have thought. This week, the Archives of
Internal Medicine published a study by
Swedish and Vietnamese scientists. Their
findings suggest that sick or dead birds can
spread mild avian influenza to humans. They
say doctors may be seeing only the most
severe cases.

The W.H.O. is taking no chances. It wants
every country to develop a plan.

France, for example, has announced
plans to gather enough facemasks and
medicines for all its people. European Union
countries have until February seventh to pro-
pose how they will keep watch for bird flu.
E.U. officials this week extended a testing
program for poultry and wild birds.

In the United States, efforts include new
public guidelines about how to prepare for
a pandemic. The government has a Web
site, pandemicflu.gov. More information
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about avian influenza can also be
found at who.int and at voanews.com.

IN THE NEWS in VOA Special En-

glish was written by Nancy Steinbach.
’'m Steve Ember.

deal with

deal with sb. *F4F. *H4+HE A

WA R 3t K # 6G BR E A A AL,

ARG R AL 38T — A B X4 By

R —ANE R 6 4aE.

Jh— AN T KRB B A

BRBERIRLC

outbreak ®R%
suspected cases ERINEIE
confirmed cases ZHIEIE
test positive #&i BRTE
disinfection &&
vaccinate ESHEHE

influenza pandemic EEGRAT

R4k ©

k= pandemicflu. gov. BEAIX
F &R RS 2L AT LAfEwho. int [k
F0 voanews. com Pl E#%Z|.

XE R VoA 4FRIZIEFBIRE, 1
EEm-ER%w. REFEX - ZH

deal with 3 A &2, Tl 5 ALE, T 54458,
f54]: They try to deal politely with angry customers.
deal with sth. 432 (MR, 145 ), #2EF

#]4): You dealt with an awkward situation.

keep watch for sb./sth.( 4 A, %) 2R A

#]¢]: Post a guard to keep watch while the others sleep.

bird flu / avian influenza / fowl plague &7tk
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I'm Steve Ember with IN THE NEWS in XE R VOAFFAIRERE, &K
VOA Special English. REFX-EHME.

President Bush gave his State of the AEZ, fftgEESHKE
‘Union speech to both houses of Congress Fl2 X AR%X X T EHIBE LS E
~and the American people Tuesday. W .

This year, one of the major subjects was SEFEMWIZz —ZEXRX
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twenty-five. Energy officials say oil from  FHRABPE 11% KBKEE.
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the Persian Gulf is now eleven percent of
all the oil used in the United States. The larg-
est suppliers are Mexico and Canada.

Mister Bush also spoke about helping the
Gulf Coast recover from the damage caused
by Hurricane Katrina. And he again called
on Congress to make his tax cuts
permanent.

He also called for additional programs to
improve public education. One proposal is
to train seventy thousand high school teach-
ers to lead advanced-placement courses in
math and science. Students can get college
credit for such classes.

On another subject, Mister Bush called
for a commission to study the increasing
costs of social and health programs for poor
and older Americans. These are Social
Security, Medicare and Medicaid.

And the president spoke again of his goal
to spread freedom and democracy around
the world. He called on the government of
Egypt to “open paths of peaceful opposition.”
He urged Saudi Arabia to press forward with
what he described as the first steps of
reform.

" And he discussed the first Palestinian
legislative elections in ten years. On Janu-
ary twenty-fifth, the Islamic movement
Hamas defeated the longtime ruling party,
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- Fatah. Mister Bush said “now the leaders of
- Hamas must recognize Israel, disarm, re-
 ject terrorism and work for lasting peace.”

~Also in his speech, the president dis-
- missed calls to withdraw troops from Iraqg.
- And he said the nations of the world must
not permit Iran to gain nuclear weapons.

~ Mister Bush also spoke about support
_ at home for the fight against terror. He told
mericans they cannot find security by “re-
. treating within our borders.” He said, “The
. United States will not retreat from the world,
and we will never surrender to evil.”

The new governor of Virginia gave the
emocratic Party response to this year’s
- speech. Tim Kaine accused the Bush ad-
- ministration of what he called “poor choices
nd bad management.”

Governor Kaine said all Americans sup-
¢ port the goal of winning the war on
errorism. And that, he said, leads Demo-
- crats to ask this question: “Are the
resident’s policies the best way to win this
- war.”

IN THE NEWS in VOA Special English
as written by Nancy Steinbach. Our re-
orts are online at voaspecialenglish.com.
- I'm Steve Ember.
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press forward with 2% (# %X %)
7] &): The firm is pressing forward with the modernization plan.
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A hopeful society depends on
courts that deliver equal justice
under the law. The Supreme
Court now has two superb new
members — new members on its
bench: Chief Justice John Rob-
erts and Justice Sam Alito. | thank
the Senate for confirming both of
them. | will continue to nominate
men and women who understand
that judges must be servants of
the law, and not legislate from the
bench.

Today marks the official retire-
ment of a very special American.
For 24 years of faithful service to
our nation, the United States is grateful to Justice Sandra Day O’Connor.

A hopeful society has institutions of science and medicine that do not
cut ethical corners, and that recognize the matchless value of every life.
Tonight | ask you to pass legislation to prohibit the most egregious abuses
of medical research: human cloning in all its forms, creating or implanting
embryos for experiments, creating human-animal hybrids, and buying,
selling, or patenting human embryos. Human life is a gift from our Cre-
ator — and that gift should never be discarded, devalued or put up for
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A hopeful society expects elected officials to uphold the public trust.
Honorable people in both parties are working on reforms to strengthen
the ethical standards of Washington — | support your efforts. Each of us
has made a pledge to be worthy of public responsibility — and that is a
pledge we must never forget, never dismiss, and never betray.

As we renew the promise of our institutions, let us also show the char-
acter of America in our compassion and care for one another.

A hopeful society gives special attention to children who lack direction
and love. Through the Helping America’s Youth Initiative, we are encour-
aging caring adults to get involved in the life of a child — and this good
work is being led by our First Lady, Laura Bush. This year we will add
resources to encourage young people to stay in school, so more of
America’s youth can raise their sights and achieve their dreams.

A hopeful society comes to the aid of fellow citizens in times of suffer-
ing and emergency — and stays at it until they’re back on their feet. So
far the federal government has committed $85 billion to the people of the
Gulf Coast and New Orleans. We're removing debris and repairing high-
ways and rebuilding stronger levees. We're providing business loans and
housing assistance. Yet as we meet these immediate needs, we must
also address deeper challenges that existed before the storm arrived.
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I’'m Faith Lapidus with the VOA Special
English Economics Report.

Minimum wage is the lowest hourly pay
rate permitted by law. In the United States,
the federal minimum wage is five dollars and
fifteen cents an hour. It is not changed since
nineteen ninety-seven. And it does not in-
clude all jobs.

For example, workers who receive extra
money in the form of tips can be paid two
dollars and thirteen cents an hour. Also, the
federal rate may not cover some workers
for small companies. State laws often set
minimum pay in these cases.

The Department of Labor says about two
million workers earn the minimum wage or
less. That is about three percent of all work-
ers paid by the hour.

Ohio and Kansas have lower minimum
wages for some workers than under federal
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law. But sixteen of the fifty states and the
District of Columbia have minimum wages
higher than the federal one.

In California, Republican Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger has just proposed what he
-says is a much-needed raise. California’s
minimum wage would rise one dollar, to
-seven dollars and sixty-five cents an hour,
~over the next year and a half.

State lawmakers passed a bill last year
to add a dollar to the minimum wage. But
Mister Schwarzenegger vetoed it because
it would have also required yearly increases
for inflation.

State governments led the way in the his-
tory of the minimum wage in America. Massa-
husetts passed a law for women and chil-
_dren in nineteen twelve. But in nineteen twenty-
three, the Supreme Court found wage require-
“ments for private employers unconstitutional.
It ruled that states could not interfere with
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