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Preface

Introductory Chinese is an elementary course designed for
foreign learners. On completing the course students will have
a basic knowledge of Chinese enabling them to communicate
in evervday life. The course also serves as a foundation for
further study of the Chinese language. fnrroductory Chinese
may also be used by foreigners who wish to teach themselves
Chinese,

The material has been prepared with a view to communi-
cating in situations which occur in everyday life, study and
social intercourse. Short dialogues or stative texts are usedto
link together sitwation, language structure and communicative
functions.

Introductory Chinese comprises Listening and Speaking,
Reading Comprehension, Chinese Character Workbook, Listen-
ing Comprehension and Listening Comprehension  Workbook
with a vocabulary of about 900 words in total (excepting proper
nouns).

Listening and Speaking is designed to explain the essential
grammar points necessary for building up and improving the
learner’s ability to express himself in Chinese through exposure
to a large number of situaticnal dialogues.

Reading Comprehension aims mainly at building up the
learner’s reading ability and increasing reading speed, as well



as introducing knowledge about Chinese characters,

As the main part of this course, Lisrening and Speaking
should be employed first, followed by Reading Coniprehension
and Listening Comprehension.

Introductary Chinese was designed collectively, but separate
groups were responsible for the compilation of the various parts.
The final revision of the whole course was done by the entire
tcam. The division of responsibility was as follows:

Chizf editor: Du Houwen

Listening and Speaking: Du Houwen, Sheng Yan, Ji
Xiuging, Wen Jie

Reading Comprehension: Huang Zhenying, Chen Yongde

Listening Comprehension: Li Juanqin, Guo Jingu, Han
Yufang

The English translation was done by Zhang Zhanyi and
Xiong Wenhua.

In compiling this course we have endeavoured to incorporate
experience gained over the years in compiling Chinese teaching
materials for foreign students,

Apart from the compilers, Qiu Yanging and Wan Zhimin
also took part in the revision of this course.

Thanks are also due to Li Jinghui, Cheng Meizhen, Cheng
Tang, Zhao Iinming, Li Zhu and all those who offered us valua-
ble suggestions after reading the first draft.

The Compilers
June 1986
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Compilers” Note

1. Listening and Speaking comprises 44 lessons. The first
eight Icssons deal with Chinese phonetics, while the remainder
are dialogues concerned with everyday life and life on a college
campus. A review section appears at the end of every three
lessons.

1l. The format for the book is as follows:

Lessons 1—8

i) Finals (vowels)

i} Initials (consonants)

iii} Combination of finals and initials {pinyin)

iv) Tones

v) New words

vi} Situational dialogues

vii}) Notes

Lessons 9—44

i) Situational dialogues

The following topics covered in the situational dialogues
are common and most needed in cemmunication: greetings;
wtroductions; asking for someone’s name, address and national-
ity; shopping; talking about on¢’s family; ordering in a restau-
rant; studying; asking the way, taking a bus; ravelling
and sightseeing; making a telephone call; at the post office;
using a library; in a hospital; talking about the weather;
asking for the time and date; looking for someone or some-
thing; making visits and appointments; attending performances



and sporting events.
There are between three and five situational dialogues in

each lesson. Every effort has been made to make the situations
realistic and the language natural and standard.

i) New words

There are about 630 words in this book. There are about
20 new words in each lesson, four of which on average also ap-
pear in Reading Comprehension. Pinyin, English equivalent, the
part of specch and Chinese characters are given for each new
word. A list of all vocabulary is included at the end of the book.

iti) Notes

Notes cover usages of certain words and expressions appear-
ing in the text, essential grammar which is further explained later
in th: text and necessary cultural background information.

iv) Grammar

This book mainly deals with the simple sentence. The dif-
ferent forms of the simple sentence, from the easy to the difficult,
ar: e¢xplained briefly and clearly with numerous examples.
The review lessons systematically summarize the grammar
covered in the preceding lessons.

v) Pronunciation and intonation

The first eight lessons focus on introducing Chinese speech
souads and tones. From Lesson 9 on, in addition to consoli-
dating speech sounds and tones, some knowledge of basic intona-
tion is also introduced.

vi} Exercises

In addition to commonly used structural exercises, the text
includes situational and functional exercises to enliven and vary
the presentation.
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The Chinese Phonetic Alphabet
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Abbreviations
B mingei
R daici
Zh i domgei
gEE sh  néngyudn dongel
AR xingrongei
Bam shuci
21 lidngci
& 37 flici
Irid jigei
pEoee| lianci
B1iR zhuci
4 BE  dongtai zhuci
£ ahE  jidgdu zhuct
ESBhiE  yaqi zhici
M 35 tanci
ZFE xidngshéngef
3k citéu
R ciwéi

noun
pronoun

verb

optative verb
adjective
numeral

measure word
adverb
preposition
conjunction
particle

aspect particle
structural particle
modal particle
interjection,
exclamation
onomatopoeia
prefix

suffix
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Upper Lip
Upper Teeth
Alveolar Ridge
Hard Palate
Soft Palate
Uvula

Lower Lip
Lower Teeth
Tip of Tongue
Blade of Tongue
Back of Tongue
Vocal Cords
Nasal Cavity
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