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PREFACE

In order to promote the exchange and development of early
childhood education among countries in the Asia-Pacific
A:reﬁ, weedit this collectanea from the conference papers
we have received. We keep all the papers the original
edition without any revigsion. We look forward to further

discussign.
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Chinese Early Childhood Education Faoing
tothe New Century
Chen Guomei (Beijing Normal University)

Development of economy and society in 1990‘c has given both challenges and
opprriunities to Chinese early childhood education.

Challenges: (I} It is imperative to improvethe quality of early childhood
education; (2) Construction of marketeconomy brought outmany new problems;
(3 Experimentsof teaching meodels in kindergartens need theoretical
framework tosummarize and generalize; () Education in preschool classes
should be studied and instructed; (5 Preservice and inservice professional
education need more attentign to enhancethe quality of teachears.

In the first 5 years of 1990s, effictive solutions have been carried out to
make progress of Chinese early childhood education. First, people’s views
of education are ;;hanging to more respect for the child’s rights and
independence, more open and systematic mind on children’s development and
education, and moreintegration of theory with practice. - In addition,
solutions and progress in practical fields are introduced such as research
on teaching models and preschool education in rural areas, professional
training, scientificization and legitimatization of early childhood
education, etc.
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