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THE GIFT OF THE MAGI

One dollar and eighty-seven cents. That was all.
And sixty cents of that was in pennies. Della had
counted it three times. In three months she had
saved one dollar and eighty-seven cents. And the
next day would be Christmas.

Della could do nothing except cry. So she sat
down and began to cry.

The apartment was not an expensive one. It cost
only $8 a week. There was a small mailbox outside.
The name on the mailbox was James Dillingham
Young. The box had been put up when the owner
was earning $30 a week. Now he earned only $20
a week. The name James Dillingham Young sounded

Magi (‘medzar) &, CEMEREEHER, BTRNRMAEE HR
FET =M EiR R E. Magi & Magus (‘megas) B98I, 2 :
i EATRE SN 1 ~1287), That was all. £ KA HLL, in pennies
$f® (=in cents), In three months she had saved ~. 7E=fHF ANihfKZ
T~ (GHIEEBETHARIMERE) do nothing except [but]~ [iT~ ffkE
#ik ik, epartment ZAE (MLIZIE—EER), It cost ~. (FH) fEI (%4
. ), a week i (=per week), mailbox {57 (F33EXAE, HMEAR
. FARAES, HKHEE, letter box (@ AIEH; post box AFER)s Dil-
lingham (‘drlimhaem) $H i (A%)o the owner Fifi# :LEAo (EI:
James Dillingham Young) ;
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too fancy now. For $20 a week Ia;mgs ‘_Young was
good enough.

But inside the apartment his name was'ﬁlm Mrs.
Dillingham loved him very much. And she called
him Jim. He called her Della. 4

Della stopped crying. She got up and walked fo
the window. She stood by the window and looked
out. She saw a gray cat. It was walking on a
gray fence. To Della the whole world seemed gray.
Tomorrow would be Christmas Day. And she had
only $1.87. A dollar and eighty-seven cents to buy
a present for Jim. Her Jim.

She had tried to save more. She had wanted to
save more. She had spent many happy hours plan-
ning. She wanted to buy something very nice for
Jim. Something expensive. Maybe something made
of silver.

Della walked away from the window. She went
to look at herself in the mirror. She let her hair

fancy yft (BAEHIANG /AL HEAYY F434). good enough (jik James
Young ) gk (Mt Dxllmgham il /r KAL) o Jim James HYME G,
gray cat K (GUrbaligffi = gray, L Ef Della JlikfEIKEAY
451415 A dollar and eighty-seven cents to ~. LI—C/\fgL5~ (BF
FAESA DGR BHE B R 9 L, AR R8T ) Her Jim. Ay
2 (Bbp7Esag ) 1)) spend...hours [days, time]~ing £ (EfRH) ~
GEHESH, #h4aa7 (JtUE planning) Ri[IAY in SEH4EEE) let her hair
fall down BUiSZiET  (fE# ) + 2 & + R Bhadavks 1) o
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‘ THE GIFT OF T B
fall down. It came to her waist. It was beautiful.
Jim said it was the most beautiful hair in the world.
The Youngs owned two beautiful things. One
was Della’s hair. The other was Jim’'s watch. It
had belonged to Jim’s father. And his grandfather.
These two things were very valuable. Jim and Della
loved the watch. And they loved Della’s hair.
Della looked at herself in the mirror again. She
touched her hair. It was very soft. And it looked
so beautiful. She loved it very much. She looked
at her hair once more. Then she put it all back
on top of her head. She tied it with the ribbons.
Her old brown coat was by thé door. She got it
and put it on. Then she put on her hat. She was
crying again. But she went out. She walked quick-
ly down the street.
After five minutes she came to a small shop. She
was nervous. She looked at the sign. It said, ‘“We

buy hair.” Della went inside. There was an old
The Youngs #3435 A (the+ It +s 5 M), owned #fF (=possessed),
One was Della’s hair. The other was Jim’s watch. —X & Della MYIE5Z,
B—YR Jim ek, (FE19-icF201hioh], AMEBRRE LHEBRSD
RBROF T, MREHEOA, SOMRECERE, BHRRLNKEE

SUCRETRN, MBS CH BRI o Sk S HRSRIER
MEYAEE, TENENEHHREMIEE, ) on top of E~ L
(=on the top of), puton % F; Wl (AHRKEER take off), shop FfJf
(R - MRS IS EAYETBES shop; PR AL} store),  sign
(samn) Bk, It said, ~. FHEIHE~
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lady there.

“Will ybu buy my hair ?” asked Della.

“Take off your hat,” the old lady answered. “Let
me see your hair.” _

Della took off her hat. She untied the ribbons.
She let her hair fall down. The old lady looked at
it. She touched it. Then she smiled. “I'll give you
twenty dollars,” she said.

“OK, give it to me,” said Della, “Quick.”

The old lady parid Della the twenty dollars. Then
she cut most of her hair off. Now her hair was
very short. Della left the shop. She was crying.

Della walked for a long time. She went from one
store to another. She wasn’t crying any longer.
She had more than twenty dollars. She was rich.
She could buy Jim a Christmas present. An expen-
sive Christmas present.

She looked at everything in the store. She didn’t
like anything. Nothing was good enough for Jim.
She left and went to another department store.
Still she couldn’t -find arything. She went to an-
other department store

Two hours passed. Then she found it. The per-

Will you buy my hair? {RgTRERKBVIASER 7 (GHRAVEEHR) OK. fFmd
(FERXHZE, ¥ES all right) not ~ any longer & <ff~  department
store EHIKIE,
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fect present. Jim’s Christmas pres-
ent. She picked it up carefully.
A silver watch chain. Jim’s watch
would look very nice on this chain.
Jim would love it.

Della went to pay for it. It was

very expensive. It cost twenty-
one dollars. She took $21 from her purse. She gave
it to the clerk. The clerk put the chain in a nice
v box. Then Della left the store.

Now she had only 87 cents. But she also had
Jim’s new watch chain. Jim would love it. He
could look at his watch any time. Everybody would

j admire his beautiful watch and chain. Eighty-seven
15 ‘cents was not much money. But Della was happy.
She hurried home.

Della ran into the apartment. She took off her

hat and coat. Then she went to look in the mirror.

Her hair was very short. But she didn’t cry. She

picked it up fFfE#{E3k, chain (tfen] $k%# (=fob [fab) chain ¥IFHY
REEMA ORI ST, Btk UFIET, ERHENTE) . Jim's
watch would look ~. (7EiEWESkEE,) BOBEEFMER CFRE.
(=Della thought Jim's watch would look ~. ;& REHi3R 4R MR TE RS
RS ML, LERMIBEIN, FREFEERE MeERE
S AT E R A RIFT ARG, e (EE RFG IR, EF (LY
| LB AR LT S K, HIEE, ) purse (p3s] (BLH) R
A (ERFHiE, ) clerk JER (BEXFFE shop assistant)  He could look
at his watch any time. i A] LIRS S IERACH (RS REAE MR
Y t-B1Fh)
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was very happy. She loved Jim.

Jim would be home soon. So Della fixed her hair.
Soon she had small curls all over her head. She
looked in the mirror again.

“Jim will be angry,” she thought. “But what
could I do? I had only a dollar and eighty-seven

‘cents. And Jim will like the chain. Then he will

be happy. He loves me.”

At 7 o'clock dinner was almost ready. The coffee
was made. The salad was ready. The chops were
cooking. They would be finished in a few minutes.
And Jim would come home in a few minutes. He
was never late.

g

o |RAARAAANRAAN)
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fix~ 441, “But what could I do? ~.” {IIA.]}Z{.ﬁf({l-}gg&f-lI}g ? CofPAfat)ihg ¢
P43 JRACAHE £ {1 KERF IS, J9TiA~)  The chops were cooking. il:fi: 1
Pk Ccook )it Ju ¥l BUNTSAS S A, =The chops were being cooked.
chop [tfap) JL1ii—HuB V)Y A1),
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Della took the watch chain from the box. She
hid it in her hand. She went over near the door.
She sat down-to wait for Jim. In a few minutes
she heard him. He was coming. Della said a
prayer. ‘“Please God, make him think I am still
pretty.” '

The door opened. Jim came in and closed the
door. He looked tired. He was only twenty-two but
he worked very hard. He also looked cold. He
didn’'t have a coat. He didn’t have any gloves,
either. |

Jim came towards Della. Then he stopped. He
looked at her. There was an expression in his eyes
that she couldn’t understand. He wasn’t angry. He
wasn’t surprised. He wasn’t sad. Jim just looked
and looked at her.

Della ran to Jim. “Jim, darling. Don’t look at
me that way. I had my hair cut off. I sold it. I
wanted to buir_ you a Christmas present. My hair
will grow back again. It grows very fast. It's OK,
isn’t it? I had to buy you a Christmas present.
said a prayer (prer) ji§f, make<him think FEfs2i5~ (fF&BHA+%
il + U EhaA) ...not ~, either. EEH~, MAMLEH~, glove [glav)
F:45, Jim just looked and looked at her. fSUZHi#fitTilts, that way
{GF5E: (=like that); I had my_hair cut off. JREARIJIHIAEET (have
+EFA+BEFF, TR have RAFERHT, REHNLEEL.
I had to buy ~. HAFH~ (F6iE BT RBMORREER)
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Please, Jim. Say ‘Merry Christmas!” Let’s be hap-
py. I've got a wonderful present for you.”

“You had );our hair cut off ?” Jim asked. He-

didn’t seem to believe it.

“Yes,” she answered. “I had it cut off. I sold it.
Then I bought a Christmas present for you. A
wonderful present.”

Jim was still looking at her.

“What’s the matter, darling?” Della asked.
“Don’t you love me any more? I'm still Della. I
still have the same heart. 1 still love you.”

Then Jim asked, “Your hair is gone? Is it really
gone ?” He looked around the room. :

“Don’t look for it,” Della said. “It’s gone. I sold

' it. It's Christmas Eve, Jim. I sold it because I

{

l

|
|
|

|
|
%
!

love you. Maybe you could count the hairs on my
head. But you could never count my love for you.
It’s too great.” She smiled at him. Then she said,
“Dinner is ready, darling. Let’s eat.”

Suddgnly Jim walked over to Della. He put his
arms around her. He held her close to him. “I
love you, Della,” he said. “I love you more than
anything in the world.” :

| ‘Merry Christmas!" J{Z{lgs! (=A Merry Christmas (to you) ! g 1 wish

you a merry Christmas!) “Your hair is gone? ~.” (RIS T?

| (gone fEILIEBEN IR EHEMNo NNIXBE M 8o, come JEAIILNE

“. Mo P : Spring is come. LKA [, =has come)
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10 THE GIFT OF THE MAGI

Then Jim took a package from his pocket. He
put it on the table.

“Don’t misunderstand me, Della,” he said. “I love
you. You can have long hair. You can have short
hair. But you're still my wife. I still love you.
Open the package. Then you’ll understand.”

Della ran to the table. She untied the ribbon.

She opened the package carefully. At first she
laughed happily, like a little girl. Then suddenly
she began to cry. In the package were two
combs. She had seen the combs many times. They

package [(‘pakidz) ij\ﬁ-? (=parcel [parsl]]), can AJLL (=may), In
the package were two combs (komz). 7e/NSFehf iHiTo (BI% A,
Bl T4 + B (were) + £ 3F(two combs), two combs  FR_IE (fRETER
L) BT, BN FH & Fo ) She had seen the combs many times.
bt R E RS R TR

4 s b alibacd



THE GIFT OF THE MAGI 11

were from an expensive Broadway store. She had
looked at them many times. They were perfect for
her Dbeautiful long hair. But now she didn’t
have her long hair. Now she couldn’t wear the
combs in her hair. Her hair was$ too short.

She said to Jim, “They’re beautiful. My hair will
grow fast. In a few months I'll be able to wear
them.”

Then she remembered Jim’s present. She ran to
Jim. She put the watch chain in his hand. “Isn’t
it beautiful, Jim? I bought it today. It will be

perfect for your watch. Give me your watch. I

want to put the chain on it.”
Jim didn’t say anything. He sat down on the

couch. He was smiling. ‘Della,” he said, “let’s put

our presents away. They're too nice to use now.
We’'ll use them in the future.”

‘“Please, Jim, give me your watch. I want to put
the chain on it.”

“l don’t have the watch, Della. I sold it so I
could buy the combs.” He looked at her with love

I want to put the chain on it. FREHZEEEHERIE L (=] want to
put the chain on your watch.) , couch (Kautf] E#;BEH (=lounge

(laundg) chair), put away (STH3A) BEY LEEN, too~to...

AK~TMi7E~ 1 sold it so [that] I could buy the combs. & THEFHETF

FILEERTo (so that~can (may)... RET~FiE~2&, HrHH
Bl&FEF 4o )
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12 THE GIFT OF THE MAGI

in his €yes. “Now let’s eat dinner.”

The Magi were the three wise men. They gave
gifts to the baby Jesus. They gave the very first
Christmas presents. Della and Jim sold their great-
est treasures to buy gifts. Of all who have given
gifts, these two were the wisest.

The Magi were the three wise men. =R E=(7HH A (BPAFjEL Magi
HIEEAR), Of all who give gifts B4 H RIS WAk,




Exercise

1. Toi&a, HFEAEAXABHLUORETR, THANHEX"8E :
1. Della is going to save one dollar and eightyseven cents.
2. Tomorrow is Jim’s birthday.
3. Della had spent many happy hours planning to buy some-
thing very nice for Jim. '
4. The Youngs owned two beautiful things. One was Della’s
hair. The other was Jim’s car.
5. Della was willing to sell her hair to buy a present for
Jim. L
6. Della bought a silver watch chain for Jim.
7. When Della looked at her short hair in the mirror, she
cried.
8. When Jim saw Della’s short hair, he got angry.
9. Jim gave Della two combs for a Christmas present.
10. Jim sold his watch, so he could buy the combs.

I. £# O ARAEBENET, LPXEABHEILIFE :

1. ERESRAEBLLHEME.

I've been a little uneasy, ( Y€ )
2. BT Rt BR A BB,

She does ( il ) cry all day.
3. RIET MERIRRERE AT,

 d ) two years working on this dictionary.
4., HHAERES

She didn’t let me ( D
5 BRRR—EERARE,

( b A} ) are an old family.
6. FEEIE,
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7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

¢ oS ) your hat.

A T A
I cannot walk ( PG e
A2 AB N,

If you do not join, I will not join, ( )-

T —F M2,

1 had a new coat ( 9l

B LK BRI BOE KT %o

The fruit should be carefully ( ) ( ) in bins.
A A4 RUABIED S S,

He is ( ) angry ( ) speak.

BTHE LAY, RMAFPLCMTo

We hurried ( ) ( ) we (- ) catch the train.



