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PREFACE

Illithin the last two decades China has passed througlh thr
COUPS DETAT. The first was that of 1898, inwhich Emperor huar
Hsu wes betrayed and his constitutional reforms frustrated. The secor
vecurred ot long after the establislhment of the Repulblic, wlen. £y
National Assembly was dissolved wnder the niost flinsy prefects, o
exeepting the name, every vestige of republicanisne was destroyed. TE
tHiird, the yreatest of all, is the abortive ottempt to efface tie rery nan.
o the Bepublie and ereate « dynasty instewd.

The soul of «ll these palitical wupleovals is. singularly enougl
oie ond the sanie man. This man was jormerly « niinister of th
Manehu Dynasty, unscrupulows awd wnjaithpol:was lately the Presiden
of the Clinese Republic, wneonstitutional and virepublicon :and is not
the “dmperor of the Cliinese Empire.” wierowrned and wnrecoygnized.

Of the past e shall say notling. As jor the monentous even
that are happening before owr very eges. their mutual craces and effec
are too numerous and complicated to be succinetly stated. One thin
Jiowerer. we cannot let pass unnoticed. It is said that the “"Emperor ¢
the Cliinese Empire’ or, to be exdct. the “Oreat Emperorof the Chunghu
Empire” aceepts the Throne at the people’s will. The outsideorld he
been led to believe this statement. FErerytling ivcas prepared for th
chiange, awd the entlironement would have taken place. lad not the
standard of opposition been ruised in the South of China.

VOXN POPULT 10X DEI We Chinese have a similur saying.
“Hewrven sees as the people see; Heaven lears as the people lear.”’ let,
in the attempt to create « ticewtieth century dynasty in Ching the
people’s will has acquired « meaning hitherto unknown. Frow the
seeret government despatelies whicle have been brought to light the
conclusion is irvesistable that what is called ““the people’s will” is
nothing but « treaclerous schene on the part of the chief servant of th,
state to uswrp for himself and lis leirs the snered powers of nqrerienierg,.
In its nere signification the terin people’s will, so dear tu all lovers
liberty. is equivalent to the will of vie man. the will of a plotter agai
a yorernnient established by the people. the will of a traitor to
contry, nay, the will of an enenvy of hwnaie freedom ! () People’s w
How uany evimes have been committed in thy name!

s to the secret documents more than sivty have thus jar oe.
divulyed. The originals, the authenticity of which we can vouch for, &
now preserved in the official records of the Renublican Government. T.
present pamphlet contains a translation of the more important onee
Ve shall make no coniment upon these, but let them spealk for themselves

Shall it ever be, *“ Truth for ever on the scaffold, Wrong for ever on
the throne’'?
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APPENDICES

“Lest we Forget.”

Yuan Shib-kai’s Formal Declaration of Adherence to the Republie.
Yuan Shih-kai’s Oath of Office (with Facsimile}.
Yuan Shib-kai’s Public Assurance of Loyalty to the Republic,

Proclamation of the Republican Government of China Against Ifigh Treason
Manifesto from the Republican Government of China to the Friendly Powers

Communication from the Members of the Republican National Assembly to
the Foreign Ministers at Peking.
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