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Track 01

Women's Rights Are Human Rights

Thank you very much, Gertrude Mongella, for your dedicated work
that has brought us to this point, distinguished , and guests:

| would like to thank the Secretary General for inviting me to be part of
this important United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women. This is
truly a celebration, a celebration of the contributions women make in every

of life: in the home, on the job, in the community, as mothers,

wives, sisters, daughters, learners, workers, citizens, and leaders.

It is also a coming together, much the way women come together ev-
ery day in every country. We come together in fields and factories, in vil-
lage markets and supermarkets, in living rooms and board rooms. Whether
it is while playing with our children in the park, or washing clothes in a riv-
er, or taking a break at the office water cooler, we come together and talk
about our and concern. And time and again, our talk turns to
our children and our families. However different we may appear, there is
far more that unites us than divides us. We share a common future, and
we are here to find common ground so that we may help bring new

and to women and girls all over the world, and in so doing bring
new strength and to families as well.

delegate ['deligit] aspiration [,zespa'reifan] respect [ris'pekt]
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Track 01

Women's Rights Are Human Rights

By gathering in Beijing, we are focusing world attention on that
matter most in our lives — the lives of women and their families: to
education, health care, jobs and credit, the chance to enjoy basic legal and
human rights and to fully in the political life of our countries.

There are some who question the reason for this . Let
them listen to the voices of women in their homes, neighborhoods, and
workplaces. There are some who wonder whether the lives of women and
girls matter to economic and political progress around the globe. Let them

" look at the women gathered here and at Huairou — the homemakers and
nurses, the teachers and lawyers, the policymakers and women who run
their own businesses. It is conferences like this that governments
and peoples everywhere to listen, look, and face the world’s most pressing
problems. Wasn't it after all — after the women’s conference in Nairobi
ten years ago that the world focused for the first time on the crisis of

violence?

Earlier today, | participated in a World Health Organization . In
that forum, we talked about ways that government officials, NGOs, and in-
dividual citizens are working to address the health problems of women and
girls. Tomorrow, | will attend a gathering of the United Nations Develop-
ment Fund for Women. There, the discussion will focus on local — and
highly successful — programs that give hard-working women access to
credit so they can improve their own lives and the lives of their families.

issue ['ifu:] access ['ekses] conference ['konfarans]
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Track 01

Women's Rights Are Human Rights

What we are learning around the world is that if women are healthy
and educated, their families will flourish. If women are free from violence,
their families will flourish. If women have a chance to work and earn as full
and equal in society, their families will flourish. And when families
flourish, communities and nations do as well. That is why every woman,
every man, every child, every family, and every nation on this planet does
have a stake in the discussion that takes place here.

Over the past 25 years, | have worked persistently on issues relating
to women, children, and families. Over the past two-and-a half years, |'ve
had the opportunity to learn more about the challenges facing women in

my own country and around the world.

partner ['p a :tna]
n&%E, EEv.&-
B, fir B

| BEERMHE




BIMNGEHAEHA TRINALBLZ. WRCMEBREHIAS
HEEM, MINKERSER. WRAXEBETERN, HB11H
KERZER, URAXBINzIEHEHT LEEFFMN, b
MARERZEB. M—EXRZHURERELR T, HXKANEREE
HoEXRER, BREBATAXITFEFLNE ULkt 83
M. 8—1T&F. E—ITRENE-—TEXBEZOSRAXDIT
EHM

XN 25 Fd, RHAERFABBSE - LA, LB
REEBINET, ATZXBEFNEEE, HORET —LHl=
ETREZHBRNEREEZERER SN O XA ROB

FHEHHE | 7




Track 01

Women's Rights Are Human Rights

| have met new mothers in Indonesia, who come together regularly in
their village to discuss , family planning, and baby care. | have met
working parents in Denmark who talk about the comfort they feel in know-
ing that their children can be cared for in safe, and nurturing after—school
centers. | have met women in South Africa who helped lead the struggle to
end apartheid and are now helping to build a new democracy. | have met
with the leading women of the Western Hemisphere who are working ev-
ery day to and better health care for children in their
countries. | have met women in India and Bangladesh who are taking out
small loans to buy milk cows, or rickshaws, or thread in order to create a
livelihood for themselves and their families. | have met the doctors and
nurses in Belarus and Ukraine who are trying to keep children alive in the
aftermath of Chernobyl.

The great challenge of this conference is to give voice to women ev-
erywhere whose experiences go unnoticed, whose words go unheard.
Women comprise more than half the word’s population, 70% of the world’s
poor, and two-thirds of those who are not taught to read and write. We are
the caretakers for most of the world’s children and elderly. Yet
much of the work we do is not valued — not by economists, not by histori-
ans, not by popular culture, not by government leaders.

nutrition [nju:'trifan] literacy ['litarasi]
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Track 01

| Women's Rights Are Human Rights

At this very moment, as we sit here, women around the world are giv-
ing birth, raising children, cooking meals, washing clothes, cleaning hous-
es, planting crops, working on assembly lines, running companies, and
running countries. Women also are dying from that should have
been or treated. They are watching their children succumb to
malnutrition caused by poverty and economic deprivation. They are being
denied the right to go to school by their own fathers and brothers. They
are being forced into , and they are being barred from the bank
lending offices and banned from the ballot box.

Those of us who have the opportunity to be here have the responsi-
bility to speak for those who could not. As an American, | want to speak
for those women in my own country, women who are raising children on
the minimum wage, women who can't afford health care or child care,

women whose lives are threatened by , including violence in their
own homes.
disease [di'ziiz] prostitution
n &%, BR [,prosti'tjuzfn]
prevent [pri'vent] n. ST
v. Tifs, Bk violence ['vaislans]
n. &N

ERERE




o

i

ALK&
PEBMFtLEAR

H

BIMNLAXBEEBOINRZ, HREHHALMNETRETE
FOFBERF. MBIk ARR. THRA. REER. A1 9%
& ETE. ALASEENSER,. tEFALHNBLERET A
R, MXERAFIITUBRITETMBEEN, BARSNEFR
T, R AREBMEEMNNEFINIETERAR, 1% 8
CHXBHTT LH2ONF, EHRHRRBITE, WIS TERR
% Z A,

MESRBMNEENE N, RBENSKABRAXLLZELEN
MAZRIENRE EA—TEEA, BABRNEROBLE LIS
i, AEMEEERRETHUERFBERFNGEL, BLELEAXA
ETRENEZFEVPHANG L, BELESHRN, EZERESR
NErE NI T3 %A1,

|

RRERHE |

11



Track 01

Women's Rights Are Human Rights

| want to speak up for mothers who are fighting for good schools, safe
neighborhoods, clean air, and clean airwaves; for older women, some of
them , who find that, after raising their families, their skills and life
experiences are not valued in the marketplace; for women who are work-
ing all night as nurses, hotel clerks, or fast food chefs so that they can be
at home during the day with their children; and for women everywhere who
simply don’t have time to do everything they are called upon to do each
and every day.

Speaking to you today, | speak for them, just as each of us speaks for
women around the world who are denied the chance to go to school, or
see a doctor, or own , or have a say about the direction of their
lives, simply because they are women. The truth is that most women
around the world work both inside and outside the home, usually by ne-
cessity.

We need to understand there is no one formula for how women
should lead our lives. That is why we must respect the choices that each
woman makes for herself and her family. Every woman deserves the
chance to realize her own God-given potential. But we must recognize
that women will never gain full dignity until their human rights are respect-

ed and protected.
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