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I WANT TO BE A TEACHER
(Abridged)

F. Vigdorova'

When I think of my childhood, the first thing that comes
to my mind is school. I loved school; my first thought on
waking up in the morning and my last on going to bed at
night were of school. Even the summer holidays were one
long period of waiting for the day when at last I would be
back in the familiar classroom with my classmates and, above
all, with our class mistress Anna Ivanovna.

All the brightest moments of my childhood were in one
way or another connected with school. Although twenty-
five years have passed since then, I still remember how
eagerly we drank in® those first lessons about the structure of
the earth and about the voyages of our ancestors. Even
grammar was exciting. We looked forward eagerly to® every
lesson. The hours slipped by unnoticed and we did not rush
out of the classroom when the bell rang as children usually
do. We enjoyed studying.

School taught us the meaning of friendship. By the time
we were eleven and twelve we had learned that the important
thing is not only to do well oneself, but to see that the whole
class had good marks. A lesson left undone by any of us,
and a poor mark on anyone’s report card distressed us all. I still-
remember the lively and interesting form* meetings we had,
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and how faithfully we adhered to the decisions we adopted.
Once when Anna Ivanovna was ill we actually carried on
for a whole week without her. She sent us the exercises
and we did our lessons conscientiously. Nobody could say
that our class did not behave properly. We had our share of
mischief, but it never occurred to anyone to behave badly just
because our teacher was absent.

Another thing I carried away with me from school and
which I shall probably retain in all my life is the deepest of
respect for teachers. Not long ago as I was looking through
an old bound volume of the children’s magazine Pioneer, 1
came across a questionnaire entitled “What do you want to
be?” and, among the other answers, my own reply to that
question, “I want to be a teacher like Anna Ivanovna.” As
a matter of fact, I have been determined to become a teacher
ever since I was nine years old. I wonder how I made such
a decision so early in my life. At that time, several of my
classmates and I would give the same answer because we
sincerely loved our teacher and wanted to be like her in every
way.

As we grew up, we became more and more aware of
the indelible imprint left by our school; we realized how dear
everything connected with school was to us, how we looked
up to’® our teachers and drank in every word they said. And
many of us believed that there was no finer or more useful
calling than that of teacher.

Thus I chose teaching. At eighteen, I took over my first
class at Magnitogorsk. Not long before, the site of the city
had been an open' steppe with nothing but a few isolated
cottages. With the First Five-Year Plan, however, the place
was turned into a gigantic construction centre. From all parts
of the Soviet Union people flocked there to build a big plant
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to turn out tons of metal for their motherland.

The new plant grew rapidly and so did ‘the town with
its blocks of houses and schools. In one of these schools I
began work as a teacher.

I confess that at first I made a serious mistake. The
work was extremely difficult. The children were hard to
manage: they were inattentive to their lessons and they
would not do their homework. I did not know what to do,
and several times I was on the verge of giving it up. But
older comrades and teachers with many years' experience
came to my assistance. They attended my class as auditors,
invited me to sit in at theirs®, and in general gave me a great
deal of help and practical advice”.

Gradually, I stopped thinking of leaving the school.
From day to day I found the work easier and more interesting.
And although new difficulties continued to crop up®, it gave
me pleasure to overcome them.

Some time later, I returned to Moscow, where I com-
pleted my course of studies at an institute and began teaching
literature and Russian in the senior forms of a secondary
school. In Moscow, too, I observed the work of some
experienced teachers. I wrote articles on school life, I made
trips to other towns and met a great many people, and more
and more did I appreciate the far-reaching influence of a good
school and a good teacher. I came to realize how often we
are guided in later life by the counsel® of those who taught
us in our childhood. I always remember what one war hero
said on learning that he had been honoured with the second
Hero of the Soviet Union award and that his bust in bronze
was to be set up in his birthplace:

“It is not I but my teacher who deserves this honour.
Whatever good there is in me I owe to him®.”



This, I think, well reflects the Soviet people’s respect for

the teacher and the school.

1.

ot o

From F. Vigdorova’s Diary of a School-Teacher.

NOTES AND COMMENTARY

F. Vigdorova, a well-known woman teacher of the
U.S.S.R., began to teach when she was eighteen. I
Want to be a Teacher” is abridged from the foreword
to her “Diary of a School-Teacher”, in which she re-
corded her talks with the children, her impressions
of their personalities, notes on their characters, and
other observations. It tells us about the first steps of
a young Soviet school-teacher, her quests and reflec-
tions, her successes and mistakes, her joys and disappoint-
ments; how she teaches the children and she herself
learns in the process, and how great a happiness she
derives form her calling.

to drink in: (fig.) to take in or to receive into the mind
eagerly or with pleasure $25%, W B, kR “FH.OUF, MW
Tk MR .

The little boy drank in every words of the story of
Huang Chi-kuang.

to look forward to: to expect Hi#, &fF---- FlE, 2
e “RE” fE,

Looking forward to the 60s, we are sure that we can
make still greater achievements in every field.

form:  class PE4%; form meeting f£:; senior forms #HE,
BER, _

to look up to: to respect

to sit in at theirs: to attend their lessons; to be a
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listener at their lessons W73, 2507,
advice: careful opinion about what to do or how to
behave
a piece (bit, word, few words) of advice; in this
case, “advice” can never be used in the plurel.
to crop up: to turn up unexpectedly; to appear or arrive
by accident ZEFRAHIF, BEH
Whenever difficulties cropped up, his comrades would
immediately come to his assistance.
counsel: more formal than “advice”; opinion given
after thought
Whatever good there is in me I owe to him= I owe
to him whatever good there is in me.

EXERCISES

I. Answer the following questions:

1. ‘What was F. Vigdorova’s reply to the question,
“What do you want to be”?

2. Why did she want to be like her teacher in every-
thing?

3. When and how did she and many of her classmates
come to see that there was no finer or more use-
ful calling than teaching?

4. Where and when did she take over her first class?
What changes had taken place there during the
period of the First Five-Year Plan?

5. Did she love her work when she began teaching?
(Bve your reasons. '

6. How important is the role played by a good

: teacher?
7. What did the war hero say about his teacher?
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III.

IvV.

VI

What merits do you think his teacher must have

had? v
8. Can you give some examples to show the Chinese

people’s respect for teachers and schools?

- Paraphrase the italicized words in the following sen-

tences:

1. This book is in every way better than that.

2.  As a matter of fact, China surpassed Britain in the
output of coal in 1958.

3. Nancy Lee drank in what Miss O’Shay had said.

4. When will you be ready fo take over your father’s
work?

5. Anna Ivanovna was extremely kind to her pupils.
Once when she was ill her pupils actually carried
on for a whole week without her.

6. In Moscow, Vigdorova sometimes attended the
lessons of experienced teachers. :

7. Never for a moment did the doctors stop trying
to save the worker who was badly wounded.

8. Soapy didn’t know that he was on the point of being
caught by the policeman. :

Give nouns corresponding to the following "adjectives

and adverbs:

familiar, exciting, eagerly, faithfully, lively, interest-

ing, diligently, isolated, properly, gigantic, serious,

probably, experienced, rapidly, extremely

Give the infinitives of the following:

drank, rang, found, chose, observed, wrote, guided,

taught - .

Give words with negative prefixes like the following:

unnoticed, dislike, inattentive, impatient, irregular

Make sentences with the following:



above all, to slip by, to behave, to connect with, to
stop doing something, to stop to do something
VII. Translate the following into English:

1. 1) BER, REMBSE BRBEILA P EHER HAITE,
REBIFZIFEFHNIE,
2) MREVLRAYPREER, B ERERNEE,
BB KB AT DS S EI 5,
3) LEALOMEE, EHSIER, SRR
4)  RAVARBBIG X Z A B R RIR KA,
5) BRRARBFNAENGERESSE, RMELESEHERE
%9 i Xﬁo g
6) FFJLRUMRERTHRME, AERAE T AR
A Bt
2. REFHEKREE, ERMEBEROAT T, BR
BEERZEE F i, BR—URE, HiF¥Ed, BRER
BESR DI T B b ViR, REDE AR anfT 223118 AT Rt &
Y S 5 AR A TR AR
REFT—HFZEBRT HTHNES, RER T2
AABEREY, BROEM— AN ARMSMERITS#FEL
Ve, REBEES EMEI T, BLSHIFPEAE, HZ
BAREROLETREN, ,
VIII. Insert articles where necessary:

What can be simpler than arithmetic? We had only
ten minutes of it at beginning of lesson but I liked to observe
boys in those ten minutes. Rynbina took his time; with his
eyes on blackboard, with lips slightly moving. He was always
one of last to raise his hand, but I never remember him
making mistake. Labutin, on contrary, shot up his hand
before I had time to finish explaining problem.

As for Andryusha, he was model pupil, who drank in
every word I said, Whenever I called on him to answer
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questions he would conscientiously repeat the text-book
almost word by word.

It is impossible to give a portrait of all boys in class. But
to me everything that happened in classroom, during and after
lessons, was like reading some new book, each page of which
yielded something fresh.

IX. Topics for written composition:
I Want to be a People’s Teacher
X. Topics for classroom discussion:
1. Do you agree that “there is no finer or more useful
calling than teaching”? Give your reasons.
2. Give some examples showing the far-reaching
influence of good schools and good teachers.
3. What did F. Vigdorova mean by saying “A

poor mark on anyone’s report card distressed us
. all??

PHONETICS
COMBINED TUNES

Sentences may contain more than one tune, and in this
case each part of the sentence that bears a complete tune is
sometimes referred to as an infonation-group or tone-group. The
points at which one tune ends and another begins are some-
times—but not always—marked by pauses in speech. Almost
any combinations of tunes may occur in a sentence, including,
of course, repetitions of the same tune. In conversation a
single sentence does not usually contain more than two or three tunes,
but in written passages, espacially in those of a classical nature;
a dozen or more tunes may occur in a single sentence.

The last group may have a rise or a fall according to the
principles already mentioned.  Preceding groups generally
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end with a'rise. The groups are separated by|in the trans
scriptions. :

Tune 2 + Tune | / ; \ ?

=

This is the natural tune for introductory phrases, for
subordinate clauses that precede their principal clauses, for
- principal clauses that precede their subordinate clauses, for
non-final groups of compound sentences and for all but the
last number of an enumeration. This combination is used:

1. When a sentence contains an important initial phrase:

“._—/ ._.—‘—0 . e

-~ ‘\ ¢ .

1) At ‘eigh’teen, I 'took ‘over my “first ‘class at "Magnito-

-

gorsk.

- ¥ . -
5 . . \ -
3 2 124

2) ‘Before.)'writing to him, T ‘'want to get the"\facts

straight,



2. When an adverbial clause precedes the princinal clause:

1) And al’though 'new ‘difficulties con’tinued to ‘crop

—
e e
° L] &l

O ) .’\ ®

up, it ‘gave me ‘pleasure to over'come them.:

2) As 'soon as 1 'hcﬁrd him]spéak, Idfknégi he was'

® \ 3 '.:' .

a"\foreigner. ~

L » ¥ .
i o P ™ L ; .

niiody

3) 'While we're ”waiting, we can ‘go through our™

notes again,

3. When a principal clause precedes the adverbial clause:

O e ® BRI S ——
— g 1 P
e 2 ® L] b .

I would ‘give the ‘same ‘answer, because we sin’cerely

— N,

‘loved our ‘teacher.
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