REANBRETEE
Photo Residence of GDMoA

Laurent Gueneau % M -¥5if

——]
= AEAME
== GUANGDONG MUSEUM OF ART



Edp: TTRFEARM

JEW . 20084F4H 11 H-5H4H

ReIT: AR 2IT K =i

Organizer: Guangdong Museum of Art

Date: April 11th 2008 - May 4th 2008

Hall: 12 and the passage of the third floor, Guangdong Museum of Art

RREORIEN . B2« )&

Guest Curator: Alain Jullien

. LRI

Hidth . X MRER

Chief Editor: Wang Huangsheng
Editor: Liu Duanling, Lin Wei

CROISEMENTS !, :
it XMLEARZ $ Liberté » Egalité » Fraternité

REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE

SR FE B A A R 1 A 4 K T P )

Avec le soutien de ’Ambasssade de France en Chine et le Consulat general de France a Canton



Laurent Gueneau % W-t&if




Preface

Guangdong Museum of Art initiated the Photo Residence in
2004. Having invited the photographers from around the world
to Guangzhou for a three-week visit, the Museum has selected a
number of representative works for the exhibitions of individual
artist. The Museum will also collect some of these art works in
order to enrich its photographic collection.

Laurent Gueneau has long realized his own passion in pho-
tography from the progress of self-discovery. This interest has
also originated from his desire of describing the world. His
unique photographic language often associates with his charac-
ters: shyness, silent but humorous. Laurent is passionate about
colour graphics. They are taken with a large camera of 4x5 inch.
In the past 15 years, this camera has become the primary media
of his works. In one afternoon of 2006, he drew past the city on
the Guangzhou Airport Highway by himself. He was deeply im-
pressed by this strange city, which is a artificial nature without a
trace of human presence. This impression led the course of his
photographic works.

We are showing the works of Laurent Gueneau produced
during his stay in Guangzhou. The other representative works
of artist are also being exhibited, which will enable a thorough
understanding of the artist.

Herein, We would like to give our thankfulness to the artist
for his hard work. we would like to acknowledge our grateful-
ness to Mr Alain Jullien. With his suggestions and assistance, the
Photo Residence Project was realized. We are also grateful for the
support from French Embassy of China and French Consulate-
General of Guangzhou to this project. Thanks also to the people
who have contributed to this exhibition.

Wish the exhibition every success.

Guangdong Museum of Art
2008.4

T 200446 )5 2 T4
e SRR AT /’J’!J}

I b A A R R % 4

fst TARS IR, RR2 i e s L i

(UlEZ =S

ifE, ZEsHA
P HEE I AR A, [H )

T AR AR Y 25 i

LA TR X R 1 e AR T (AR A B
5Tt A BT BGA HE AAY E E {ARR  BEE

At A b Y RS Sy . T 2R ER A AS Y

H—424 x 51K fELE 2y

fERYREAR EA . 20064E 19— J5 . 1l

AL i B 23 BRI, 3 4B A I 25t B8 TR

FoANT HR" B NGB 4l . iX

b {7 1)

SN N v S e o B T R e K S (3 14

i H (19994FE 121 26 H B ) #51) T RIVFACERPEN
it G0 o gy b 1R 2

s

RS 'L’i . AEAb Y
A 1 5

R

RSB TIEIIE

it
WAL, R

TR XS 1 et Y

RFEARLH

2008414 F



A word from the curator

Under the classification of Architecture photography, Lau-
rent confuses us to express his emotions with details and empha-
sis, but without clarity or coldness. Although he is definitely a son
of the German school of photography, at least on the surface, he
manages with ease and grace to make me smile when confronted
to his seemingly improbable juxtapositions. His sense of humor is
the most appealing side of his shy and quiet personality. Once at
ease, his warmth and sly smile contradict the first impression of
a mathematical crispness in a similar way that his pictures need
more than one glance to reveal their quiet strength and for them
to escape the bars of the rigid cage imposed by the rigorous com-
position and clean colors. As an artist, we could say that Laurent
lies to us by presenting a fake clean and ordered reality, I prefer
to see him as a passionate dreamer taking us inside his imagi-
nation with tranquility and gentleness. His wandering passions
are linked to the landscape whether in the city or the country
but always fueled by the ambiguous relation between manmade
and natural elements, the people have not vanished, it is up to us,
the viewers, to imagine them, Laurent let us do that with a gentle

smile.

Alain Jullien
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Question of Nature

« Question of Nature » combines and confronts a selection
of photographs taken in various cities of Eastern Europe between
1996 and 2002 with landscape pictures taken after the storm of
1999 in the region of Vosges in France and also photos taken
over the last few years in Guangzhou (China), Bombay, Paris and
France.

All the photos are in colour and were taken with a large for-
mat 4 x 5 inch camera. This tool has, over the last fifteen years,
become an integral part of my work. It was after my first trip to
Vietnam in 1994 that I felt the need to match my tool with my ap-
proach to photography. At Hué, I travelled through the most won-
derful countryside and was totally overwhelmed by the beauty of
the surroundings. But I felt distraught at not knowing quite where
to place my eyes. I needed to immerse myself in the landscape, to
understand the light and to take a long-term view. Gradually I
became fully conscious of the photographic act.

I am attached to the ritual of the photographic process and,
in the evening, I like to think back to the pictures taken during
the day. The photographs I take nourish my unsteady memory.

In the beginning, « Question of Nature » was the title of work
I started whilst a resident artist at Guangzhou in China and it was
first presented at « Les Rencontres d’Arles » in 2006.

As soon as I arrived at the airport of Guangzhou and when
driving to the city, I was struck by the troubling presence of na-
ture. I have this image of what looked like a tree nursery stretch-

ing as far as the eye can see, without the presence of any humans.
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The memory of this image stayed with me throughout my stay
and guided me during my wanderings. In a city that I don’t know,
I am very attentive to first impressions. I have not been back to
these landscapes that I prefer to keep as a troubled secret deep
inside my visual memory bank. I like to preserve this indefined
and moving space : it stimulates my intuition.

My photos express a duality. The relationship between the
forms and colours that compose them encourage this research.
They don’t so much tell a story, as establish a continuity. I don’t try
to take demonstrative photographs, but rather search for images
that contain a universal language. I am happy when the photo-
graphs capture people’s gaze, in the same way as I myself desired
the actual landscape. I endeavour to take autonomous photos,
that progressively articulate themselves around a central axis.

I consider photography as a space of confusion, where the
interpretation of the outside world mingles with my own nature.

Mixed realities that bring to light a shared line.

Laurent Gueneau

August 2007

Translated form French to English
by Hugh Wilson
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Guangzhou, China, April 2005




Guangzhou, China, April 2005




Guangzhou, China, April 2005
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Guangzhou, China, April 2005
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Guangzhou, China, April 200
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North of France, September 2004




