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BACKGROUND

In September 1995, the United Nations convened in Beijing the “Fourth World Conference
on Women: Action for Equality, Development and Peace”, during which the Beijing
Declaration and Platform for Action were adopted. The Conference discussed how to enhance
the status and capacity of women in areas such as the rights and interests of women, women
and poverty, women and decision-making, girl child, violence against women and other
critical areas of concern.

The Beijing Declaration demonstrated the determination of the international community in
promoting gender equality, enhancing the status of women, as well as implementing the
Beijing Platform for Action.

The Beijing Platform for Action is a platform that grants women power. Through realizing
the strategic objectives under the twelve critical areas of concern, including (A) women
and poverty; (B) education and training of women; (C) women and health; (D) violence
against women; (E) women and armed conflict; (F) women and the economy; (G) women
in power and decision-making; (H) institutional mechanisms for the advancement of women;
(I) human rights of women; (J) women and the media; (K) women and the environment and
(L) the girl child, the Platform aims to facilitate women’s equal participation in economic,
social, cultural and political domains. The Conference contributed significantly to the
advancement of the status of women worldwide.

This year marks the 10th anniversary of the Fourth World Conference on Women. To
commemorate this special occasion, the All-China Women'’s Federation; the Health, Welfare
and Food Bureau, Government of the HKSAR; and the Women’s Commission had co-
organized the “Mainland and Hong Kong Joint Events in Celebration of “Beijing + 10" in
Beijing from 24 to 27 April 2005. It provided a platform for the Mainland and Hong Kong
participants to review the implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action, and facilitated
discussion and exchange on women issues of mutual concern.

At the seminar, Mainland and Hong Kong participants exchanged views and experiences in
the implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action. The Overview of the Implementation
of the Beijing Platform for Action at the International Level was covered at the plenary
session, whereas “Women and the Economy and Sustainable Development”, “Women in
Power and Decision-making”, “Women and Capacity Building”, “Protection of Rights and
Interests of Women”, “Women and Health” and “Gender Awareness and Public Education”
were covered at the six concurrent sessions during which participants had vivid exchanges.

In addition, the Hong Kong delegates also visited two projects on women’s enterprises and
community services in Beijing.

Over 200 women of different sectors from the Mainland and Hong Kong had participated
in the two-and-a-half-day Joint Events, fostering a closer exchange and liaison between the
two places on women issues.
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The All-China Women's Federation (ACWF) was founded on 3 April 1949. It is a mass organization for the advancement of
Chinese women of all nationalities in all walks of life. ACWF is a member of the National Working Committee on Women
and Children under the State Council. ACWF enjoys Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council of the United
Nations.

Mission:

To represent and safeguard women’s rights and interests and to promote equality between women and men.

Tasks:

I, To unite and mobilize women to engage in China’s reform and opening up programme, in the country’s socialist
modernization and in promoting economic development and social well-being;

2. To educate and offer guidance to women to strengthen their spirit of self-esteem, self-confidence, self-reliance and
self-improvement, to improve their technical and professional skills and to enhance their overall competence;

3. To represent women in the participation in the democratic decision-making, management and supervision of state

and public affairs, and in the formulation of laws, decrees, regulations and policies concerning women and children,
to promote the implementation of national programmes for women and children’s development, and to safeguard
their legitimate rights and interests;

4. To render services to women and children by strengthening coordination with all sectors of the society and urge them
to work in the best interests of women and children;

B, To consolidate unity among women of all nationalities in China, to develop friendly relations with women and
women’s organizations in Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, Macao Special Administrative Region, Taiwan
Province and with overseas Chinese women and to promote the great cause of China’s reunification. To actively
develop friendly exchanges with women and women's organizations of other countries to enhance better understanding,
friendship and cooperation, and to safeguard world peace.

Organizational Structure:

ACWEF practices an organizational system of local women'’s federations and group members. Local women’s federations are
set up according to the state administrative divisions. Women workers’ committees of trade unions at all levels are group
members of the women's federations at respective levels. All social groups mainly made up of women with the aim to serve
the community and women that are registered with the civil affairs departments, applied for affiliation with the women’s
federations and acknowledge the Constitution of ACWF may become group members once approved by the national or local
women'’s federations.




National Leading Body:

The highest power organ of ACWF is the National Women’s Congress of China. It is convened once every five years to
deliberate and decide on the guidelines, tasks and major issues of national women’s movement, review and endorse the
work report of the Executive Committee of ACWF, amend the Constitution of ACWF and elect the Executive Committee of
ACWEF. When the National Women'’s Congress is not in session, the Executive Committee of ACWF implements the resolutions
of the National Women'’s Congress of China, discusses and decides on major issues concerning the work on women and
personnel arrangement. The plenary session of the Executive Committee elects a President, Vice-Presidents and other members
to form a Standing Committee, which is the leading body when the Executive Committee is not in session. A Secretariat is set
up under the Standing Committee to handle the daily work of ACWF, with its First Member and several other members
recommended and elected by the Standing Committee.

The Ninth National Women’s Congress of China elected the new leading body of ACWF with it’s core members

as follows:

Honorary Presidents:
President:
Vice-Presidents:

First Member of the Secretariat:

Members of the Secretariat:

Chen Muhua, Peng Peiyun

Gu Xiulian

Huang Qingyi, Ba Sang (Tibetan Nationality), Shen Shuji, Xie Lijuan, Liu Yazhi,
Wang Jirong, Zhang Meiying, Chen Xiurong, Huang Yanrong, Wu Qidi, Mo Wenxiu,
Zhao Shaohua (Manchu Nationality), Liu Xiaolian

Huang Qingyi

Shen Shuji, Chen Xiurong, Mo Wenxiu, Zhao Shaohua (Manchu Nationality),
Hong Tianhui, Zhen Yan, Zhang Shiping

Conference Report £ 5 IR




Mainland and Hong Kong
Joint Events in Celebration of

VA L 7 A
Bei]mg K
+10,%
Bt
E (5

& 7 B & &
INTRODUCTION OF CO-ORGANIZERS

EEBINTHRXBRAZERBFIREYE
Health, Welfare and Food Bureau, Government of the HKSAR

PABFHRERDBHREBHIEE - 8F - RUEMEDERSEE - BANAREFANE

e NRPALBZMNERFH @ BEAXKEFEAS  BFKR EZPIMRSHAZOEMW - URSBZEX
MEFR ALY

s NREFEASRHELTT/NA

o (REABEAIBH AN ABOR MR

o {RHBUFHEITHANKRERL

o  (REIEBAEBOLMBENNTLIE

e RITHALEHMNARS

o  ENEENHKBEY  UREBFMARNAZESHRE

o  HMEXAXRMEIEHITEEAMZMAE

o BURMASIINBIERE

o  SXBAXHARNEXERALDRRERFRANEHSE

o  REBKEECERNAR—IFERBENRL)

e  RHEULRITINE)

TAXZFAEBLMAIIREIRE A R LS 53 2040 4%

LJIH
E

PERIERRMBERR

BPEBAMRRYBRKE—EEL
PHEBHERYBEEMPRLBRWE LT
DAEBMRRYBEMPREEREE
DEEMRRYRBEMBRARILZL
PERAERY BRI P REERL L
PAERMRRYBEIM P REERL LT
DAEBANRRYBEIM P RBAERLZ L

The Health, Welfare and Food Bureau is responsible for the health, welfare, food and environmental hygiene policies in
Hong Kong. The Women'’s Division of the Bureau is responsible for:

. Policy matters relating to women’s issues, including the Women’s Commission, impact of government policies, legislation
and services on women, and international conventions on women’s issues
. Women’s Commission and its Working Groups




. Policies and strategies to promote the well-being and interests of women in Hong Kong

. Gender mainstreaming within the Administration

. Empowerment of women in Hong Kong

. Review of services related to women

. Promotional and educational activities to enhance the public and civil service awareness on women issues
. Research, studies and surveys on women issues

. Setting up of sex-disaggregated database

. Liaison and regular meetings with local women groups and relevant international bodies

. United Nations Convention on Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women

. Beijing Platform for Action

. Asian-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Gender Focal Point Network and Women Leaders’ Network

Senior officials of the Health, Welfare and Food Bureau:

DrYork Y N Chow, Secretary for Health, Welfare and Food

Mrs Carrie Yau, Permanent Secretary for Health, Welfare and Food
Mr Eddy Chan, Deputy Secretary for Health, Welfare and Food
Ms Susie Ho, Deputy Secretary for Health, Welfare and Food

Ms Linda Lai, Deputy Secretary for Health, Welfare and Food

Ms Salina Yan, Deputy Secretary for Health, Welfare and Food
Mrs Ingrid Yeung, Deputy Secretary for Health, Welfare and Food
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The Women’s Commission (WoC) was established in January 2001 as a central mechanism to promote women’s interest and
well-being in Hong Kong. It is tasked to enable women to fully realize their due status, rights and opportunities in all aspects
of life. Approaching from the institutional, personal and societal aspects, the WoC works to promote gender mainstreaming,
empower women and educate the public in order to promote the advancement of women in Hong Kong.

For the last four years since its establishment, the WoC has been playing a strategic role and formulating strategies for the
advancement of women, identifying women'’s needs, addressing all matters of concern to women and also advising the
Government on policies and initiatives of concern to women. Work focus of the WoC in 2005 include:

1. Women safety (emphasis on domestic violence against women)

2 Nurturing family (emphasis on quality parenting education)

3. Gender awareness

Members of WoC

Chairperson The Hon Sophie Leung

Vice-chairperson Secretary for Health, Welfare and Food or representative
Ex-officio Members Secretary for Education and Manpower or representative

Secretary for Home Affairs or representative
Director of Social Welfare or representative

Non-officio Members Ms Chau Chuen-heung Mrs Peggy Lam
Ms Ophelia Cheung Ms Joanna Lau
Professor Fanny Cheung Dr Judith Mackay
Dr Susan Fan Mr Ng Sui-kou
Mr Andy Ho Ms Diane Wilcoxson
Ms Sophia Kao Ms Margaret Wong
Ms Ko Po-ling Dr Yeung Ka-ching
Dr Joseph Kwok Dr Agnes Yeung
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PROGRAMME

VENUE FOR SEMINAR: JIANGUO GARDEN HOTEL, BEIJING

Sunday, 24 April 2005

Afternoon HKSAR delegation arrives in Beijing
Monday, 25 April 2005
10:00am Registration and be seated
10:40am Opening Ceremony
Master of ceremony: Ms HUANG Qingyi, Vice-President, All-China Women’s Federation, and First Member of the
Secretariat, All-China Women'’s Federation
Officiating guests:
e Ms GU Xiulian, President, All-China Women'’s Federation
e Ms HUANG Qingyi, Vice-President and First Member of the Secretariat, All-China Women’s Federation
¢ Ms GUO Li, Deputy Director, Liaison Office of the Central People’s Government in the HKSAR
¢ Ms ZHAO Shaohua, Vice-President and Member of the Secretariat, All-China Women’s Federation
¢ Ms ZHANG Shiping, Member of the Secretariat, All-China Women’s Federation
¢ Mr XIE Weimin, Deputy-Director General, Department of Liaison, Hong Kong and Macao Office of the State
Council
*  Mrs Sophie LEUNG, Chairperson, Women’s Commission, HKSAR
¢ Mrs Carrie YAU, Permanent Secretary for Health, Welfare and Food, Government of HKSAR
11:40am Plenary Session
Theme: Overview of the Implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action at the International Level
Master of ceremony: Ms LI Yangfen, Deputy Director, Organization and Liaison Department, All-China Women's
Federation
Speaker: Ms ZOU Xiaogiao, Deputy Director, International Liaison Department, All-China Women's Federation
12:45pm Lunch hosted by the All-China Women’s Federation
2:00pm Concurrent Sessions

(1) Women and the Economy and Sustainable Development

Moderators:
¢ Ms CUI Yu, Director, Department of Women'’s Development, All-China Women'’s Federation
*  Ms Leonie KI, Managing Director, New World China Enterprises Projects Ltd.

Speakers:
*  Ms LIU Bohong, Deputy Director and Researcher, Women’s Studies Institute of China, All-China Women’s
Federation

*  Ms WANG Zhigiu, President, Tianjin Women’s Federation

¢ Ms Ophelia CHEUNG, Member, Women’s Commission, HKSAR

*  Mrs Grace NG, Project Management Officer, Community Investment and Inclusion Fund, Health, Welfare
and Food Bureau, Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

(2) Women in Power and Decision-Making

Moderators:
*  Ms MA Yanjun, Director, Organization and Liaison Department, All-China Women'’s Federation
*  MsVivien CHAN, Founding Partner, Vivien Chan & Co.

Speakers:

*  Ms RONG Hua, President, Beijing Women’s Federation

¢ Ms DU Jie, Director and Associate Researcher, International Programme Office, Women’s Studies Institute
of China, All-China Women'’s Federation

*  Mrs Peggy LAM, Member, Women’s Commission; Chairperson, Hong Kong Federation of Women

*  Ms Jessie YU, Shatin District Councillor; Director, Hong Kong Single Parents Association




4:00pm Concurrent Sessions
(3) Women and Capacity Building

Moderators:

*  Ms SHI Qinggi, Vice President and Secretary-General, Chinese Association of Women Entrepreneurs

¢ Dr Joseph KWOK, Member, Women’s Commission, HKSAR

Speakers:

¢ MsJIA Xiuzong, Pro-Vice-Chancellor and Editor, China Women’s University

e Ms CHEN Fang, Professor and Deputy Chairperson, Department of Women Studies, China Women’s
University

¢ Mr Daniel SIN, Former Secretary, Women’s Commission, HKSAR

* Dr Miranda CHAN, Chief Executive, Hong Kong Young Women’s Christian Association

(4) Protection of Rights and Interests of Women

Moderators:

¢ MsTAN Lin, Director and Professor, Women’s Studies Institute of China

* Ms Pauline NG, Assistant Secretary General, Legislative Council Secretariat, Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region

Speakers:

¢ Ms DENG Li, Deputy Director, Legal Affairs Department, All-China Women'’s Federation

e Ms MA Xinjing, Vice-President, Hebei Women's Federation

*  Ms Linda LAI, Deputy Secretary for Health, Welfare and Food, Government of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region

¢ Ms Margaret WONG, Women’s Commission Member; Executive Director, Harmony House

6:15pm Dinner hosted by the Women’s Commission

Tuesday, 26 April 2005

9:00am

Concurrent Sessions
(5) Women and Health

Moderators:

¢ Ms GUO Sufang, Chief and Associate Researcher, International Projects Department, The National Center
for Women and Children Health, Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention

e Dr Polly CHEUNG, Founder, Hong Kong Breast Cancer Foundation

Speakers:

¢ Ms XIANG Xiaoying, Professor, Women Health Care Association, China Preventive Medicine Association

¢ Ms XIAO Yang, Director and Researcher, History Section, Women'’s Studies Institute of China, All-China
Women's Federation

e Dr Susie LUM, Senior Executive Manager (Nursing), Hong Kong Hospital Authority

¢ Dr LEUNG Tung-yeung, Director, Well Women Clinics, Tung Wah Group of Hospitals

(6) Gender Awareness and Public Education

Moderators:
¢ Ms Zhang Xiaoyuan, Deputy Director, Publicity Department, All-China Women’s Federation
*  Ms Christine FANG, Chief Executive, Hong Kong Council of Social Service

Speakers:

* Ms SHOU Yuanjun, Senior Editor, CCTV; Founder of the programme Half the Sky
e Ms LU Xiaofei, Chief Editor, China Women'’s Daily

e Dr Agnes YEUNG, Member, Women’s Commission

* Ms FONG Man-ying, Director, Hong Kong Federation of Women’s Centres




11:00am Conclusion and Closing Ceremony
Master of ceremony: Ms ZHANG Shiping, Member of the Secretariat, All-China Women’s Federation
Officiating guests:
* Ms HUANG Qingyi, Vice-President and First Member of the Secretariat, All-China Women’s Federation
*  Ms ZHANG Shiping, Member of the Secretariat, All-China Women’s Federation
*  Ms SUN Aqing, Deputy Director, Coordination Department, Liaison Office of the Central People’s Government
in the HKSAR
¢ Mrs Sophie LEUNG, Chairperson, Women’s Commission, HKSAR
¢ Mr Bowen LEUNG, Director, the Office of the Government of the HKSAR in Beijing
¢ Ms Linda LAI, Deputy Secretary for Health, Welfare and Food, Government of the HKSAR
To report the discussions during the concurrent sessions:
¢ Session 1: Ms Ophelia CHEUNG
e Session 2: Ms MA Yanjun
¢ Session 3: Dr Joseph KWOK
e Session 4: Ms TAN Lin
¢ Session 5: Dr Polly CHEUNG
¢ Session 6: Ms ZHANG Xiaoyuan
Concluding remarks: Ms HUANG Qingyi, Vice-President and First Member of the Secretariat, All-China Women’s
Federation
2:00pm HKSAR delegation to visit women-related programmes
(1) China’s Home of Watermelon (China Watermelon Museum, Daxing District, Beijing; and women enterprises)
(2) Shi Jing Shan District, Beijing (community services, women’s projects, sculpture park)
Wednesday, 27 April 2005
9:00am Side programme for HKSAR delegation
Afternoon HKSAR delegation returns to Hong Kong




