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Natural Environment

Beijing is the capital of the People’s Republic of Chinalt covem 16,
807.8 square kilometers.Mountainous areas occupy 10,417.5 square
kilometers , accounting for 62% of the city’s landmass The rest,6390.3
square kilometers or 38% of the total ,are flatland.The municipality governs
16 urban districts and 2 rurel counties,

Beijing belongs to the warm temperate zone with 8 semi-humid
climate.lt has four distinctive seasons,with short springs and autwms while
summers and winters are long. January is the coldest month and July is
the hottest month.
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History

Beijing is home to the Peking Man,one of the earliest human species
that existed some 500,000 years agoHistoric records and archeologlcal
findings prove that as a city, Beijing dates to more than 3,000 years sgo.
It was the capital of five dynasties—the Liao,Jin,Yuan,Ming and Qing
dynasties.And since October 1,1949 Beijing has been the capital of the
People’s Republic of China.
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Population and Ethnic Groups

At the end of 2000, Beijing had a regisiered population of 11.075 mil-
lion,in addition to a transient population of ahout 3 million. People of all
China’s 56 ethnic groups are found in Beijing.The vast majority of the
population belongs to the Han ethnic group.
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Tourism

Beijing is endowed with abundant tourist resources. More than 200
tourist spots sre open lo visitors from all over the world.There are 506
tourist hotels,inclading 407 star-rated hotels,which together have 84,000
guest rooms.Seme 456 travel agencies are operating in Beijing. They empioy
more than 5,000 tomrist guides,who are sble to spesk 21 foreign lan-
guages , separately.

City trees:Orniental arborvitae and cypress.

City flowers:Chinese rose and chrysanthemum
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Foreign Relations

Beijing has exchanges of friendship with 124 capital cities or big
cities in 72 countries.Beijing and 27 cities in 24 countries are cemented in
a sister-city relationship.Beijing plays host to 150 embassies,representative
offices of 18 international and regional organizations,and bureaus of 190
foreign news organizations.All told,more than 8,000 foreign companies have

sel up representative offices in the Chinese capital.
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Well, it's a big city and the people are really nice.
Oh, you’ll like it here.
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A: Excuse me, but are you Miss Green from London?

B: Yes, I am.

A: Allow me to introduce myself. I'm Wang Nan from China
National Electronics.

B. How do you do? Glad to meet you,

A. Glad to meet you, too. This is Mr., Wan, our manager. Mr.
Wan, this is Miss Green.

C. How do you do, Miss Green.

One man’s fault is another man’s lesson.
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B: How do you do?
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A: Excuse me, you must be Mary from Canada?

B: Yes, I'm Mary. I come from Canada.

A: My name is Liu Tao, the manager of the Public Relations
Department of Beijing Hotel.

B: How do you do, Mr. Liu. Nice to meet you.

A: Happy to meet you too. Hope you had a good trip.

B: Yes, I did. Thank you.

Pardon all men,but never themselves.

feEle  WURFA

-10-



