





CHINA: SPORT IN ART
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FOREWORD

SINCE ancient times sport has been closely combined with art.
Numerous masterpieces have been created out of this combina-
tion in the history of the fine arts. In China today, when the Olym-
pic Movement is forging ahead with great momentum, sport has
found its way into the realm of the fine arts, bringing out an
increasing number of beautiful blossoms.

In eulogy of youth and life and for the casue of peace and
friendship, sport art has come into its own as a brilliant gem in
the world’s art gallery.

Now we are presenting to you a collection of art works on the
theme of sport that have appeared recently in China, mostly
selected from the National Sport Art Exhibition held in 1985 on
the proposal and with the support of Mr J.A. Samaranch, Presi-
dent of the International Olympic Committee. More than thirty
pieces were singled out for different prizes by a judging panel
composed of authorities in China's art and sport circles. And
among the selected works two sculptures, "Heading for World
Heights” and “An Arrow at Full Draw,” were awarded special
prizes and sent to Lausanne for permanent exhibition, one in the
Olympic Park and the other in the Olympic Museum. On display
at the National Sport Art Exhibition were also ten traditional
Chinese paintings by well-known artists, as non-competitive
exhibits and honorary prize winners.

This collection is divided into four parts, namely, 1) Sculptures
{p. 83); 2) Traditional Chinese Paintings (p. 32); 3) Oil Paintings
{p. 26); and 4) Miscellanies {p. 34) including woodcuts, Murals,
posters and decorative paintings.

It is hoped that the following pages will bring to you what sport
art is intended for — lofty ideals of life, joys of athletic and artis-
tic beauty, and a better understanding among the peoples.

May 1988.
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