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FOREWORD

uring the autumn of 1915, the comumittes of the American College

Club of North China, in its desire to get away from the traditional

reun‘on program, me conceived tne idea of featuring a Chinese play
with Chinese actors in the banguet hall of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. Peking’s famous actor, who had for many yvears performed
before the Empress Dowager, had a few years hefore passed away.
There was no one in Peking who seemed to fill hiz place. Mr. C. 8.
Tiu of the Ministry of Communications, who wag a regular patron of
the Chinese theatre, recommended to us that we secur: Mel Lan-fang,
who, although but twenty years old, showed promise of becoming a
noted actor.  Accordingly Mei Lan-fang put on for us “‘Chang O’s
IFlight to the Moon.” The three hundred American Cecllegé men and
wonen present upon that oceasion were delighted with the perform-
anece and pronounced Mei Lan-fang a real suecess, This cvent served
as a cue 1o Chinese official cireles in eking in plans for the entertain-
ment of fore'gners, and from that time forth Mei Lan-fang was
retained at different times for special entertainments or receptions at
the President’s Palace or elsewhere, to which members of the
diplomatic budy and others were invited.

Ty those who have been identified with the 1ife of P( king during
the past ten or twelve years, it hug been setiztying to note the manner
in which Mei Lau-fang his availed himself of the opportunities which
he hus enjoyed of popularizing the Chinese Drama among foreign
audiences.  Thus asitle from the pleasure which he may have aceorded
hix own people in his place on the Chinese stage, he may be proud of
what he has done to cedueate the foreign public in China to a better
appreciation of Chinege drama and Chinese acting. Incidentally he
hag elevated the position of the Chinese actor to one of greater respect
amng cducated people generally, for the actor during past decades
occupied a low pozition in the Chine ¢ social scale. Thus we are
interested in Mei Lon-fang, firstly because of his superb histrionie
talents, sccondly, because of his exeellent work in elevating the
(’hinese drama, and Chinese actor to a higher plane in socicty, and
thirdly because he ig o g udent possessed with initiative and a desire
to improve the Chinese stage, 0 that it may more truly depict the art
and culture af the Chinese people. We wish him every success, for
whatever he does toward aiding Westerners.in a better appreciation
of Chinese art and culture, contributes toward a better mutual

understanding betweon the East and the West.

AMERICAN COMMERCIAL ATTACHE

Shanghai, November 29, 1926,
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r. Mei Lan-fang, China's most famous professional entertainer,
M a native of Iiang=u Province, was born in 1823. His excep-

tional ability was inherited from father and grandfather, who
were famous actors in the capital; and at the age of thirteen he made
hig first appearance on the stage, as a female impersonater. With
years of expericnce and practice, he becate a very skillful performer,
mastering the art of impersonation to perfeetion. At the age of nine-
teen, he made his first appearance in Shanrghai, and in a popularity
contest won 270,000 votes from his admirers, thus hecoming known
as the “King of Actors”, in China.

In ancient China, singing and d ncing went together but after the
Tan Dynasty, dancing was abolished so that only singing was featnred
by prominent aectors. Mei Lan-fang, being. well versed in old
literature, sveeveded in restoring the long-forgetten dance, and prod-
uced many plays with Loth songs and dances. His initiative has heen
followed by many impersonators in the country. e has won wide
fame in his davee impersonation of the ‘‘Heavenly Maiden Spreading
Flowers”, and the sword dance in “‘King of the Chu Empire’s
IFarewell to his Sweetheart.”’ .

At the azge of twenty-live, he was engaged by the Japanese
Imperial Theatre, and was heartily welcomed in Japan, by all classes;
this being the first time in the history of China, that a Chinses actor
had appeared upon a foreign stage. Three years later he was engaged
for a theatrical season in ITongkong. News spread widely of his
arrival, and the Qovernor of Hongkong was so well impressed that he
persuaded Mei Lan-fang to make a trip t» England., At his depart-
ure, the Governor pressented him with a silver s#hicld with an
ingeription thereon both in Knglish and Chinese; and the Hongkong
University invited him to address its pupils.

Mei Lan-fang act< in over four hundred plays, about one-third of
which are his own produection. Ilis wardrobe and ornaments are
valned in e¢xeess of $100,000. His movements and actions, in
performing, arc smooth and refined.  He posses-es a clear penetrating
voiee, and hig appearance i= very dignified. Though at the zenith of
sueeess, he is ambitions, and continues, his =tudy of art.

He is a Philanthropist, and has on many oceasions offercd his
services o eharity fair, his autographed Photograph was put to auction,
anid was purchased by a mem®er of the Spanish Legation for #500,
Mei Lan-fang is kind and generous, and devoted to the old standards
of morality. His leisure time is spent in the study of mechanies
electrieity and seienee. He is also a collector of old books on music
and dancing. His hobby is gardening, and the railing of pet birds.
He possesses an excellent knowledge of painting. At a Japanese
exhibition his paintings wvere cla-sed as special exhibits. He has
many friends among famous scholars,

At a farewell banquet given by the President of China to the
American Minister Dr. Paul Reinsch, the latter expressed the opinion
that Mei Lan-fang should make a tour of America so that Americans
could learn more of. Chinese art: and at the time of writing this, he
has idea to go American next year. .

Mei Lan-fang is not only appreciated by the Chinese,- but is
considered one of the greatest actors in the world.
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