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AN AXNCIZNT HISTORY OF SZECHWAN:
By
Cheng Te-k'un
Curator, University Museum

Hwasipa, Chengtu

As we think of Szechwan, the Land of Four Rivers, what a world ol as-
gociations and memories rises bzfore our mindsf We would certainly recall
the poem written by Li Po 2=y, one of our greatest poets of the T’ang dynasty,
entitled the Shu Tao Lan B35 M or the *Szechwan Road is Difficult”. The
poem has been considered to be one of the most faithiul descriptions ever
writien of the landscape of this basin surrounded by high mountain ranges, I
propose to read you a part of this famous poem as a geographical introduction
to my lecture this algernoon,

O! The danger, the stespness! .

The Szechwan Road is as difficult as the way to the blus heavens,

Westward, ovel the snow-capped mountains was a bird-track

By which one could cross and proceed to the Peak of Oinei.

It is made of sky-ladders, with hanging paths over the cliffs,

Above, the soaring tips of the mountains hold back the six dragons of
the sun; )

Below in the ravines, the flowing waters break into whirlpools and swirl
back against the current, :

Yellow geese flying toward the peaks cannot pass over them;

Tue gibbons climb and climb, despairingly pulling themselves up higher
and higher, but even their endurance fails,

How the road coils and coils through the Green Mud Pass!

With nine turns to a hundred steps, it winds round the ledges of the moun-
tain crests. . °

_ 1Read at a public lecture sponsored by the Chinese-American Institute of Oultural
Relations, Ohengtu Vranch.
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Clutehing at Grion, passing the Well Ster { look up and gasp.

Esit long with my hands pressed to my heart and groan,

t is imposgible to climb the terrible road along the edges of the
precipices.

Among the ancient trees, one sees only cruel, mournful black birds. :

Male birds, followed by females, fly to and {ro through the woods.

Once in a while, one hears a nightingale m the melancholy moonlight of §
the lonely mountain, , £

The Szechwan Road is as difficult as the way to the blue heavens!

Commentators scem to adree that this posm was written in the hope of
dissuading tmperor Ming-huang )5t from fleeing to Szecawan when the
T'ang capital fell daring the An Lu-shan 2 ]] Robellion, which swept across
China like a storm in the 730s. It was true that the road to Szechwan wus
perilous and difficult, but it did not stop the T["and Linperor from entering the
province. It is more inferesting to note that this region was nat impenetrable
even in the prehistoric and the early historic days, Sz:chwan has long been
one of the most important centers of culture, not only in China, but alse in the
whole region of Fastern Asia, ;

Archacological cviletices have shown that Szachwan belonged to the great
culture-complex that {lourfshea in Eastern Asia during the Mesolithic and
Neolithic times. More than ninety prehistoric sites in the province have been
reported, some of which yielded crude stone implzinents of various industries,
A large collection of chipped stone implements has be:n made by the West
China Union University Museum, Tney resamble, both in technijue and in
form, those that have been found in the North China Plain, The Awerican
Museum of Natural History in New York City has hundreds of chipped.and-
polished stone tools Irom the Yaungtse Gorges, which may be taken as the
Protc-aeoliths of Hoabinian and Bacsonian culture in Indo-China. Szechwan
has also yielded thou-ands of polished stone implements, which are closely
related to the neolithic specimens excavated not only in China Proper but also
in Siberia and Manchuria to the north, and in Indo-China and the Malay
Peninsula to tiie south, The Szechwan polished stone tools, moreover, were
usually found associated with pottery, among which the red and black wares
were similar to the Rad Pottery of North Cuaina and the Black Pottery of
Eastern China respectively,

These prehistoric stone implements and pottary have been found in dif-
ferent types of ancient sites, Rémajns on the foreshore of the rivers or small
streams Were by far the most common. They were camp or dwelling sites or
work-shop ruins, Rockshelters and caves were occupied occasionally, but most
of the caves along the Yangtse River were barren of human habitation, Sites
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on the terraces in the river valley were not unesmmon, In the north-western
part of the region these terraces are constructed on loess desposits, better
known as the Malan Terraces, Surlace finds were frequently encountered along

the main routes of communication, along the valley bottoms, and more especially
at points of juncture ol rivers, streams, or roads,

These prehistoric sites are distributed in 8¢ dilf'er;ent‘ districts, which are
located along f{ive main river valleys of the province, namely Yangtse {§ F11,
T'o ¥ 1L, Min WEiL, Ta-tu k%) and Ya-lung JB#ET. No report of prehistoric
sites bas yet been made in the Chia-ling F42 Valley in the eastern part’of the
province.

The study of these prehistoric remains and the mvestigation of these
ancient sites have revealed that the province of Szechwan was probably a
wooded area during the prehistoric days, which extended from the close -of the
Pleistocene to the unilication of China unier the Chou dynasty Jg), that is,
from about 8,000 to 1,200 B.C., and prehistoric men p'ayed a very inconspicuous
role in this territory. They were not cave dwellers, not hunters, but woodmen
and ag:iculturalists, They arrived upon the scene probably by byat, and their
activities were limited to the large river valleys, The comparativ: rugsedness
and impenetrability ol the country prove:f a dreat hinderance to their development
of the land. They did not penetrate deep into the hinterland bz'ore they were
overtaken by their metal-using sueccssors, rresumably the Chinese of early
historic times, In other words, it wonld appear that the forest-clearing process
begun with sione axes in prehistoric times is the process still being carried
forward by the present agdricaltural population in the remaining wooded areas.

The prehistory of Szechwan lies lardely within the Neolithic Period of Eastern
Asia and comprises several stades of development. The stages are probably
four, represented by four lithic industries, producing: -

a. the chipped stone implements,

b. the chippzd-and-polished stone finplemants,

¢, the chipped-peckzd-and-polistied stone implements, anj
d. the polistied stone implements,

The early stages were characterizad by largs chopping todls, probably used
in forest-clearing. The iast stade was sometimes found ass)ciated with bronze
implements showing the penetration of Chinese culture, and the Chinese literary
account in the Shu Ching 3R or the “Book of History' seems to verify this
assumption,

In the twelfth century B.C, the province of Szechwan was dominated by
two states, Shu %5 and Pa {3, with their capitals at or around Chengtu and
Chaungking respectively, During the compaign which Ewmperor Chou. Wu-wang
JA T held against the Shang #§ people in Northern Honan in §122 B.C., the
soldiers of Shu and Pa took active part in the battle and helped to establish the
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Chiou dynasty. This record from the “Book of History” is perhsps the earliest
gecount aboot the inhabitants of this region.

But Yang Hsiung $54E, who wrote the Annals of the Kings of Shu BE
A3 in the first century A.D., had a more elaborate story to tell. He rays:

“The first king of Shu was Ts’an Ts’ung 83, From Ts’an Ts'ung to the
fall of Shu in 316 B.C. there elapsed 34,U00 years, Ts'an Ts'ung was succeeded
by Pai Hu jfj3, and Pai Hu was succeeded by Yu Fu f . These three Kings
reigned for several hundred years, and all of them became immortals,

»Sometime later a man descended from Heaven. His name was Tu Yu
#'5. At about the same time a woman sprang forth from a well at Chu-t’i
%42 (in modern I.pin). Tu Yuand this women from I-pip became husband
and wife, Tu Yu established himself as King of Shu and proclaimed himself
Em_eror Wang ¥37%. His capital was in modern P'i-hsien #}E.

“When Emperor Wang had reigned for more than a hundred years, a man
named Pieh Ling ##& was living in the neighboring state of Ch'u 4%, . After his
death, his corpse was thrown into the Yangise River, Floating upstream againsat
the current, when it r.ached P’i-hsien the body returncd to life; and Emperoy
Wang apirointed the resuirected Pieh Ling as his Prime Minister.

»At that time there was a {lpod in the State of Shu and Emperor Wang
ordered Pich Ling to control the waters, Unexpectedly, after Pieh Ling had
left for his work of flood control. Emperor Wang fell in love with Pieh Ling's
wile. Embarrassed by the situation, he renounced his kingdom and gave it to
Pieh Ling, It chanced that Emperor Wang abdicated just at the season when
the harvest bird sings; so¢ suussjuently whenever the people of 8hu heard the
song of the harvest bird they were reminded of their abdicated emperor,
Edward V11I of Szechwan,

" oWhen Pich Ling ascended the thronz, he called his dynasty K’ai-ming
g#M, and he was known as the Emperor K'ai-ming. After five geaerations of
Pieh Ling’s line, the title of ‘Emperor’ was abolished and thenceforth the ruler
of Shu was called King,

“Sometime loter King Hui of Ch'in #® F, a state occupying the Wei
* Valley {@7K in modern Shensi, was planning an invasion of the State of Shu,
He was uiscouraged because the mountains betwaen Shensi and Szechwan were
steep and precipitous, and it was difficulc to advance troops across them.
Finally he thought of a stratedy. He ordered craftmen to chisel live huge stone
cows, When the cows were completed, the king of Ch'in ordered them to be
moved to a place’near the border of his territory, and behind each cow he had
placed a luinp of pare gold, Then he enticed the people of Shu by saying
‘Thest are sacred cows, Their dung is of pure gold.” This ruoved the greedy
heart of the king of Shu, and he sent five strong warriors and a hundred
thousend troops to move the stome cows across the boundary into his own
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kingdom. Labor was conscripted, and the roads were widened to allow passage
of the huge stone figures, In this way the king of Shu prepared roads for
invasion of enemy troops; and before long King Hui of Ch'in ordered his great
- general Chang Yi g ond his army to foliow the road over which the stone
cows had been transported, and attacked Shu, The Shu armies were defeated
and the State of Shu became extinct, and its lands came under the control of
Ch'in." ‘ ,

This account is obviously a. fairy-tale, However, the contact between
these two neighboring states dates back to 474 B.C., when Shu sent gifts to the
State of Ch’in. Although Shu and Ci’in undoubtedly had had earlier com.
munications between them, we can say for sure that in the {ifth century B.C.
relations existed between these two large countries on the north and the south
sides of the Ch'in-ling mountains FE4.

Early in the 4th century B.C. . Shu invaded Ch'in and occupied part of

the occupied lands,

Although the military strength of Shu was exceedingly great in the fourth
century, she could not easily break through the forces of Ch'in on the north,
Therefore she turned eastward and attacked Ch'u, also a state occupying roughly
the arces of modern Hunan, Hupei, southern Anhui, and western Kiangsuy, in the
" middle Yangtse Valley, In 374 B.C. Shu seat an expedition eastward to attack
Ch's and occupied Ch'u's territory around modern I-Ch'ang.

Pa and Ch'u both occupied the Yangtse Valley, and their rulers were of the
same clan, Consequéntly they had early communication and intermarriages,
and they often united their armies in battle,

However, their relations were not always amicable. In 673 B.C. Pa
attaked Ch'u end defeated her. 1n G09 R.C. they united in defeating Yuné ): 3
a small state that occupied the region to the north of Pa, About 134 years
later, in 473 B.C., the Pa army again marched inte Ch'a and captured a part of
its territory, ln the third century B.C. the Kingdom of Pa had some internal
trouble, and General Man Tzu £ went to Ch'u asking for troops. It was
agreed that siter peace was restored Pa would cede three cities. It had not
occurred to Ch'u that Man Tze would ehange his mind. But Man Tzu laced
the envay saying, ¢Take my head as an expression of gratitude to your kins
it you will, hut the citics I cannot give you.” Thereupon he drew his sword
and slashed hia throat, When the envoy returned {ram Pa with General Man's
head and reported t the King of Ch'u, the king was alarmed and horrified.
smhine he said, *“li | had courtiera like Man Tzu, what need would I have of
cities!" Then, using ceremorial rites appropriate for the highest ministers of
hue land, he buried the head. At the same time the State of Pa, using similar

Tites, buru.d his body, *©

Ch’in’s territory,” ‘Later, Ch’in sent an expedition against Shu and recovered
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The State of Ch'in and the State of Ch’'u were not the only neighbors of Pa
und Shu, These two Szechwan States were neighbors to numerous smal} states
or tribes that scattered across the whole region of South-western China. They
were notably the Jung 3® to the north-west, the Jan-p’ang 1352 to the west, the
Ch'iung Jf§ and the Tso % to the south-west, and the Po 5t and the Yeh-lang
Zipp to the south., With the great man-power of these tribes and the rich
resources of the region under their control, Shu and Pa were always great rivals:
of Ch'in to the north and of Ch'u to the east. Besides, Shu aad Pa were great
rivals among themselves,

The rivalry between the two Szechwan states became aeute in the fourth

century B.C. It chanced that the King of Shu enfeoffed his younder brother at

Han-chung ¥ (in Southern Shensi) and gave him the title of Marquis of Tsu

1. Although Shu and Pa were enemies, this brother of the King of Shu made

a secret alliance with his brother's enemy, the King of Pa. Quite naturally the

King of Shu was enraged that his brother should have ap alliance with his

enemy, and he sent an army against him, The Marquis of Tsu fled from Hans

—- chung to Pa and asked for help against the invasion of his brother’s army, On

. behalf of his ally the Kingo! Pa asked the King of Ch'in to assist in pievelntipg
the invasion by the Shu army, :

As . the: request arrived in Ch'in, King Hui of Ch‘m was in. conlerence.
already plapning.his long-thought-of invasion of Shu, QOne of his denerals, Ssuy
ma Ts'o B JESY, who overheard the request of Pa, saw in this a.long.awaited
opportunity, He spoke up and said, . “Although the State of Shu is very rich,
it sufiers from interna) unrest and disorder, 1f we can canquer Shu, her cloth,
silk, gold, and silver will be enough to supply our military needs, Futhermore,
the water-ways of Shu alford direct communication with the State of Ch'u in
the middle Yangtse Valley, If, having conquered Shu, we can make &n alliance
with Pa and sall to Ch’u by boat down the great river, the State of Ch'u wnll
be also ours,’

When the ng of Ch’'in heard thls he was dehghted and he ordered Ssit.
ma Ts'o and Chang Yi, two of his best men wnh arwmies, to help the Marquis of
Tsu, The Ch'in armies pushed across the famous Stone Low Road over the
Ch'm ling mountains, They succeeded not only in defeatmg the dreat armies of
Shu, but also in annexing their ailies, the States of Pa and Tsu. Then the
planned Chinese colonization and development of this outlymg provmce began,,

The so-called Stone Cow Road over the Ch'xn-lmg ‘Mountains was not the
; only route of communication between Szechwan and the outside: world, The
water-way of the Yangtse was navigable from prehistoric days. lt was net
-only-the main route of communication between the Pa-Shu region and the lower
_.Yangtse; but also the bighway -from.the Middle Yantse¢ tathe Km&dom of Txen

. - i, occupying the region of modern Yunnan,
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In the later part of the fourth century B.C,, King Wei of Ch'u 555 F sent
General Chuang Ch'iao 3L3% to lead his troops up the river to subdue the
States of Pa and’Shu and the region lying on the south of the river. The armies
proceeded as far as the State of Tien, a country ‘stretching three hundred [i,
with surrounding fertile plains which stretched several thousand Jli, GCeneral
Chuang Ch'iao impressed the people there with his military might, and put the
region under the domain of Ch'u.” But, when he was' planning to come back to
report on his mission, it came to pass that the Ch'in armies had eaptured Shu
and Pa and were invading Ch’u, The homeward route was blocked up, So
Chuang Ch’iao returned with his men, proclaured himself the King of T'ien,
and ruled over it,

The River Yangtse was not the only way for the people of Szechwan to
reach the gea, The communication across Kweichou, Kwangsi and Kwangtung
to the South China Sea was open for trade and commerce centuries before the
Christian era, In the year 135 B.C. the State of Tung-yiieh 48, which
occupied the modern provinces of Chekiang and Fukien, revolted against the
Hen Emperor. In planning to suppress this rebellion General Wang Hui F i
sent T'ang M&ng HFg% to Nan.yiieh g5, a neighboring state of T'ung-yiieh
occupying modern Kwangtung, to investigate the situation there. While
staying jn this southern state the people of Nan-yiieh offered - T'ang Mirg a
relish of betel reprer form Shu a this meal, The delegate inquired whenca
this relish came, The native replied that it came from Yeh-lang, a state
occupying molern Kweichou ard a part of Kwengsi, The River Ts'ang-ka
J#44, which had its course across this'state, was several I{ in width and flowed
into their country hy the city of P'zn.yu 2 3!, which was modern Canton,

When T’ang Meng, the Fan delegate, returned to the Capital, he made
inquiries from Shu traders, and they replied: *“The relish of betel pepper is
only produced in Shu, People used to bring this product out privately to trade
with Yeh-lang, Yeh-leng is a countiy on the bank of the River Ts'ang-ko,
which is more than a hundred strides in width and is navigeble, With her
material riches Nen-yiieh bLas suldued Yeh-lang. Eut actually it is jmj ots.
ible for Nan—yueh to keep Yel-lang as her tnbutary state,”

Thereupon T’ang Ming proposed to attack the Yiieh people through their
back yard, He memorialized the throne saying: “We have learned confidens
tially that one could obtain ncore then one hundred thousand of the best soldiers
in Yel-lang, From there we could seil down the River Ts'ang-ko and take

the Yiieh people by surprise, This is a remarkebly good way of subduing
thefs.”

‘Although this Hen delegate did not live to carry out his program,
yet ‘he rendered valuable service by widening the road that led from the
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Yangtse in Szechwan to the bnnk o! the Ts‘ang-ko, which was the Uppet Pearl
River in Kwangsi. :

The mountainous region to the south-west of the States of Pa and Shu was
more tugged and impenetrable than the Red Basin of Szechwan, This wild
territory was inhabited by numerous independent tribes; some of themn were
pretty wild,  But this rou¢h area did not become a barrier to Szechwan’s
" eommunications with the outside world even in the early historic days, In the
year 122 B.C, Chang Ch’ien #§#E, the well-known Chinese Envoy who travelled
over the countries in Central Asia, returned from his mission to Baetria, When
he was there, he reported, he saw Shu cloths and bamboo canes from Ch’iung,
a small state lying to the south-west of Shu, He had sent people to inquire
whence these products came, The natives had replied that these products
came from Shén-tu %, a country on their south-east, which was passibly several
thousand /¢ from the Shu trading post. Some had heard that there was a
country named Shcn-tu about two thousand i west of Ch'iung, Commentatora
seem to agree that this remote country of Shén-tu was India,

“Cheng Ch’ien, therefore, proposed to the émperor that exploration parties
be sent out to {ind the route between Shu and the Kingdom of Shin-tu, By sa
doing, be said, Baetria would be brought nearer to Chine.

The envoy's proposal was approved by the Han Emperor, .Several explora.
tion parties were sent forth separately to this south-western region and
proceeded westward to find the Kingdom of India. Unfortunately, owing to
some unexplained reasons, none of the explorers tracked over the Himalayan
Renges and reached their destiny. Whether the road to India was through
Tibet and across the Himalaya Mountains, or was from Yunnan through Burma,
or was by sea from Canton, remains a mystery down to the present time, It
scems safe to assume that some Szechwan merchants had reached the Indian
Ocean acrosa some mountainous paths in the south-western wilderness in the
eariy historic days, '

Now let us return to the conquest and -colonization of Szechwan by the
Chinese since the fourth century B.C. The process was slow, and took more
than one 'and a half centuries, ' It engaged five of the most eapable {figures of
their times, namely Chang Yi, the prime contriver o! the conquest! Ssu.ma
Ts'o, the military executioner ol the program; Chang Jo ZE3%, the political
administrator; Li Ping #E 3k, the great irrigation engmeer' and Wen Wong 3 %5,
the famous educationist,

By the end of the fourth century B.C., the Ch'in state had already decided
on her plan for a military conquest of the whole of feudal China. Chang Yi, one
of the:greatest generals, statesmen, and diplomats of Ch'in, was the contriver
of the whole program. He could not move the Ch’in armies eastward without
the control of Shu and Pa, her back-yard, which could furnish not only the
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source of supply of grain and man-power, but also a station and a highway for
her advanes into the Yangtse Valley., The stratedy was also approved by
General Ssu-ma Ts'0, one of the best soldiers of, the Ch'in army.

In 816 B.C,, when Pa asked the Ch’in armies to help her ally, the Marquis
of Tsu, Chang Yi and Ssu-ma Ts’0 seized this long-waited opportunity and sent
their troops into Szeechwan. Under the master command of General Ssu-ma,
the great armies of Shu were defeated in a few decisive battles, and the state
was finally completely conquered and made into a Ch’in province, The royal
line of the K'ai-ming dynasty, traditionally established by Pieh-ling, came to an
end after 12 reigns, . In order to earry out their ambitious program, Chang Yi
built the city of Chengtu, which was the first city Szechwan had ever seen. It
had a wall of 12 & in length and 70 feet in height, Unfortunately, not a single
trace of this important architecture has survived till the present day.

Chang Yi was not satistied with the conquest of the State of Shu. Ssu-ma
Ts'o's armies marched into the country of Marquis Tsu as well as the State of Pa.
The whole territory of Szechwan was incorporated in the same year into the
Ch’in domain and bscame three provinces.

Several years after the conguest of Shu and Pa, which had given Ch'in 7
control of most of the rich areas of modern Szechwan, General Chang Yi went
to Ch'u. While there he spoke to the king saying: “Ch’in occupies and controls
the rich areas of Shu and Pa. Ch’in is now able to transpart rice by boat, and
easily move armies -down stream. On a single boat it is possible to carry 50
oldiers, Boats travelling downstream go rapidly, and in a day they can travel
300 I+ Although it is quite a distance by river from Shu to Ch'u, yet travel is
easy, and in less than ten days it is possible to enter the domain of Ch’u.”

By these words, Chang Yi threatened the conguest of Ch’u and warned the
King of Ch'u of his danderous position. In 480 B.C., Ch’in sent an expedition
ol 100,000 troops raised and trained by General Ssu-ma Ts'o in Szechwan
against Ch'u, The expedition travelled in a flotilla of 10,000 boats and carried
6,000,000 bushels of rice. It traveled down the Yangtse River and easily
conquered the western area of Ch’u. This led to the military unification of
China under the Emperor of Ch'in,

In the centuries that followed, the region of Szechwan never lailed to
furnish supplies of grain and man-power to any ambitious leader. It is well-
knewn that the.first emperor of the Han dynasty took his refuge in this region,
belore he succeéded in establishing the dymasty. His armies were. supplied
with a fleet of 10,000 boats, which carried Szechwan grain down the Yangtse.
. Hie position was greatly strengthened by the shock troops raised in Szechwan,
In his campaign against Hsiang Yu J§#4, his greatest rival, people living along
th& Chia-ling River served as Han vanguards, These people were noted for songs
and dences in which they indulded as they went into battle, and this gained
fame in later generations as the *Dances of Pa guerillas,”” Because the Han
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emparor coitrolled the valuable hinterland of Szechwan behind his line, he was
able to accomplish general umhcatlon of Chma, just as the Ch'in people
previously had done, ‘ :

The pdlitical pacification o{ Shu and Pa was achieved under a capable
yourg administrator - named Chang Jo, It was the policy of Ch'in at first to-
return the political power to the native princes, but they revolted and provad a
great handicap for the carrying out of the conqueror’s program. Chang Jo was
sent to the province in 314 B.C., two years after the conquest of this region by
General Ssu-ma Ts’o. Chang Jo stayed as the governor of the province for
over half a century. Under his wise administration, tens of thousands of Ch’in
families systematically migrated into this south-western reglon ‘and they helped
the governor to subdue most of the minor rebellions. bt P

We have no way of knowing how large the population of Szechwan was in
ancient times. Besides the 10,000 families transferred from Ch’in to colonize
this région by Governor Chang Jo, many criminals and their families and
retainers were exiled into this south-western province. After Ch'in completed
the conguest of all the fcudal states, the newly established dynasty enforced
migration to Szechwan of mnany persons from the other conguered states. Asa
result, the population increased rapldly at that time, late in:the tmrd century
B. C. ‘

The earliest population statistics were for the year 2 A.D, The figures for
. the districts within modern Szechwan were around 4,000,000 psrsons. Although

the ‘total is less than one-tenth of the present population of Szechwan of
50,000,000 persons, yet, when it is compared with populatione in China at that
time, the population of the Szechwan area is fairly large; for the population of
the entire country at that time was only 60,000,000 individuals, which is only
one-eighth of the present population.

At that time Chengtu-hsien was second in size only to the imperial capital
of Ch’ang-an (near modern Stan), Chengtu in the first century had a population
of about 380,000, which is not much smaller than the present city. We can
readily imagine how prosperous Chengtu was in the first century, '

' Governor Chang Jo stayed at Chengtu. For other districts he built walled
cities, large granaries, and other public buildings, He also introduced a new
system of civil service, of public markets, and village administration, based
mostly on Ch’in systems. DBut the economic development of the province was
periected by the succeeding governor, Li Ping. The  wealth of Szechwan was
gradually developed and the agricultural, industrial, and commercial enterprises
reached their height in the two centuries that followed, This also accounted
for the rapid increese of the Szechwan population at that time. -

Arpong the governors of Szechwan, nome was better-known than (:overno:
Li Ping, who was one of the greatest engineers that China has ever produced.
He was appointed to the position in 230 B.C., and devoted all his time and
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cnergy to the iimprovement of the economic and agricultural condition of ithe
province. The water.resourses of fizechwan were a definite source of .wealth, and
an aid to the economic development of the region in Ch'in and Han times, The
Min, the T'o, the Chic-ling, and the Yangtse supplied. adquate water resourses:
for transportation and economic enterprise, Before Ch'in conquered:Shu, the
people of Shu had not attempted to exploit ;their water resourses,. Before the
conquest, however, . in 861 B.C,, Ch'in sent water control expertstp Shu to
conduct the course of the Ch’ing-i River #¢sKk td the Yangtse Kiver, Thiswas
the first effort in Central Szechwan to exploitthe water resourses, but this..was
nothing in comparison with the great projeét: cemfléted by Governor Li Ping,
He redirected the waters of the Min River and-opened the tworivers:néar
Chengtu, : providing  irrigation for more than. ¥,000,088 mou of rice lands;” He
also supervised construction of a dam at Chia~ting 3% %, 'in order to decrease the
current. After the completion of these two great works of water control, boat travel
in Szechwan was easy and irridation’ was convenient. When the, water was iow,
the dam was opened; when the water was:high, the dam was closed.The amount
of water flow could be controlled accordingito need, and there never was a famine
year. The great and per ect irrigation sysiem hes made the province into a
granary of the empire. For more than two thbﬁsand»fyeats this irrigation system
gave periect service, and to-Jay the water o° the Min River is still gliding'aceoss
. the great.Chengiu Plain to bear witness to the wonderful achrevement of (‘tméx‘mr
Li Ping in this hingerland. ' - gel
. 'The: rlchness of the Chengtu Plain brought prosverity to every field. -It 44
well known that in the third, fourth, and filth centuries B. C. metalurdy was
deve oped and the weaving industry was weil established in Szechwan, Goldysilver,
iron, steel, and a kind of stone us2] in refining iron'were among the imipertant
resources of this land. - Silk and wool were abundant. ‘The province.was proud
o' being able to produce biankets of the hair of bear and fox. and to: make clothes
with the hides o. these anumals. R S s
in the beginning o the Han dynasty, in the second century B. C., the imperial
government controlled the iron mining of {our cities, among which three wese
located in Szechwan, at Ch'iung-lai ISk, at P'cng-hsien #28& and at Chia-chiang
#{L. The other city was Mien-hsien in Shensi. - The imperial government also
had. its superintendents of industry stationed at Chengtu and Kuang-han, on the
Cheungtu Plain; its Superintendent of Lumber at Hsi-K'ang i jj§, formerly western
Szechw n, and the Superintendents of Orange Cultwatmn at Yun-yang B and
Feng-chlh $EHh in eastern Szechwan.: : i o
Besides the products controlled by the imperial governinent, there: ‘were many.
other products that were noi co:itrolled by the government and could be freely
exploited. Among these were silver, copper; ‘and jade. - Weare all familier with
" the story about Teng T'ung ¥, who was a favourife eunuch’in Emperor Wen’s
B3 A pelace. Teng 1'ung had his fortune told one day, and the fortune-teller
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predicted:that the eunuch wouls die of poverty and starvation. Thercupon the
,& . emperor bestowed upon him a coppsr mine in Szechwan, and. gave him permission
N ) to:mint coins privately, ensuring his possession of adquate funds to avoid poverty
3 and death from starvation.

. Millionaires were common in Szechwan at that time. Among them the
Cho gt family was the best known. Father' Cho Wand-sun GFF was
oridinally.a native o' Chao ##, in modorn Shansi.. Whea Ch’in conquerel his
country, many of his compatriote were ordered to migrate to weste:n Szechwax..
Pushing wheelbarrdws, Father Cho .and his wie accompanied ‘other emmigrants
on thisi westm:rd treck. All the others; fearing to travel so {ar away, bribed the
military. guards to let them stop off at places éluser to:homes Only the Cho
family reachel their destination. Father Cho was a blacksmith. When they
arrived at the modern ‘Ch'juug-lai and saw iron produced, they were delighted,
and stopped there. They endaded in iron casting, and developed their natural
ability. - They prospared, and bafore long Ch'iung lai became a great inlustrial
center, .attracting workers not only rom other parts of Szechwan, but also from
Yunnan. Their family had around 1,000 servants, ani th ir extravagance resem-

= e bled that of the royal :amily. )

It is 2 comnon s:ying that Szechwan girls are sentimem;aL and enjoy love-

making and romance. This generclization dates back to the days of the Cho
family. Daughter Cho ‘Wen-chun i3 # wes as beautiful as a peach, and she
fell ia love with a handsome young man named Ssu-ma Hs iang-ju B} B AR #m. But
he was poor, and Father Cho would not give his consent to their mairiage, At last
the daughter decided to ¢lope with her lover ¢nd live in poverty. Father Cho
was eniaged .and disowned her.” After his irieads had successully urged him to
reconsider his attitude towa;d his daughter, he gave her one hundred servacts
and one million-cash... Thus .the poor Ssu-ma Hsiang-ju was able to devote ail
his encrgy to literary achxev;ement. He. bzcame later on one of the greatest poets
and scholars that Szechwan has ever producad.,
'+ Side by side with the ievelopment of various in: tustnes wasg the: rdp,d growth
of foreign trade. - In the two centuries before the Christian era, Szechwan mught
be.called iheicentre o ths world. Szechwan rice brousht relic to many a famine
district. ./Szeel:wan copper coins. enjeyed a nation-wide cinculat.on. On the
Yangtse River, Szechwan salt was shipped to supply the prowinces in the east.
Sitk fabrics.and brocades of Chengtu were the {ashion of the day. its gold and
silver. articles were the pride of the imperial court, Its beautiful lacquer work
went as ‘ar as Korea and became the treasures of Korean Han Tombs. Through
the wa er-wa,s of, Kweichou and Kwangsi, the great seaport of Canton received
Szechwen betel pepper relish, a delicacy highly admired in south China. Angd
over thg treacherous mountain paths of Yunnan and Burma, the Shu linen and
cloth and walking:stioks. reached India and went ‘rom there to.Bactria in Central
Asia, o
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The culture of Szechwan reached its highest pczk in tke secord cantury F.C.
it seems that Szechwan had an indepéndent culture of its cwn te‘ore the Ch'n
conquest, The enforced migrations from other perts of Ctira grder tte acmipic-
tration of Governor Chang Jo were <o large tbat porsitly the colorizers cutpumter-
ed the native people. These immigrants naturally brought with them the culture
of central and north China, and before long its culture wes rcoted in Szechwan,
and showed its iniluence on tpe lives of the recple. This mcvement received a
{resh stimulation when Wen Wong was goverrer of the provir ce.

This iamous administrator and educationist was a rative of modern Aphui.
As soon as he assumed his new position in SzeckLwar, he gave his earrest and
keen attention to the promotion oi education. At first he selected unimgportant
but capable civil servants irom throughout his territory, and sent them to the
capital at Chang-an, where they studied under imperial sckolars or read and
practised law. When they had {inished their studies, they returned to Szechwan
and were given better positions than they had held befcre they went away, They
were gracually promoted, and scme cven reacked high rositiors in the imperial
acministration.

Weén Wong also sent the boys and gils to school, one of which is said to have
occupled the ground where the present Temrle of Cenfucius stancs irside the Gld
South: Gate in Chengtu. Indeed he had set the jield {or the budding of great men

of letters in tl.is owly.ng region, meny of wkcm are 1anked o emorg the greatest
that China has ever procuced.

When Emperor Wu % g ckserved how well Wen Wong was coing, ile
ordered that every province o1 his empire stould imitate Wen Wong and establish
scnools. When Win Wong died, the people of Shu built a temple s a memorial,
just as they had done :or Governor Li Ping, who had led the way in effective ex-
ploitation of water resources. Even down to the present, whencver good officials
of Szechwan are mentioned, Wen Wong ard Li Ping are always reirembered.

In the centuries that Lave {cllowed, this scuth-western province of Szechwan
has always been a center of Chirese eccremic develerment znd cultural zchieve-
ment, thcugh not much known to the cutsice weeld.  Te-cay, s a result of the
Japanese invesion, Szechwan history seerrs to be regeating itself, 'l'lléusands and
thousancs of people have migrated into this regicn before cur own eyes. For six
years they have been coming {rom all parts of cccupied Chine, rot cnly with the
modern velocity of steamshirs, automobiles, and tri-motored planes, tut also with
the slow ancient pace of secan chairs, river junks, end wheel-tarrovs, People of
%Il ranke—rpessants end officiels, ertisans and professors, rich and poor, old
grandmothers and babies tied to the tack — joined in this tide sweeping tack into

the estuaries of this ancient province.” They have rediscovered the potentiality
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~ of this hinterlana of old. They have iound the grandeur of the river gorges and
the power of the mountain ranges—~a landscape which is a constant inspiration
to ait and literature. They have also found th t the richness of its resources
and the diflicultics o' iis roads are still providing a gre-t stronghold in which
China shall stand through her most perilous days. :
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