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The ancient city, Jieyang, honored as an ancient pearl of South China, is the original place of Chaoshan culture. It has a long history of
2200 years and is ranked as a Famous Historical and Cultural City of Guangdong Province. Nowadays the new Jieyang city, re-
established in 1991, includes three districts and four countries with three rivers (Rongjiang river, Longjian river and Lianjian river)
running across the land of 5200 square kilometers and a population of more than five million sympathetic and hospitable people. Even
more magnificent and delicate is the ancient " Haibinzhoulu" in the warm breeze since the Reform of China.

Many elegant historical and cultural relics and modernized large scenery areas highlight each other, so brilliant and splendid as a myriad

urrounding the moon. "Jieyang Ancient County Custom Tour" is really fascinating, "Qishan Mountain", "Rongjiang Water",

ew", "agreeable Seashore" will surely attract tourists fron and all over the world. You are welcomedto
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Concerted Efforts Made to Create a Beautiful Tomorrow
for Tourism of Jieyang

by Lin Musheng, Mayor of Jieyang City, in January,1999

In the nowaday world, tourism has become a vital part of the social and economic development of a
country and an important means for the sustained progress of local economy. In our country, reform
and opening to the outside world have brought about the radical change of the economic basis and
consumption concept of urban and rural inhabitants. Concomitant with people's pursuit of a high-
grade spiritual and cultural life and their search for the culture, connotation and enjoyment of beauty,
tourism has become a fashion of consumption. The position and yielding capacity of tourism as an
industry have been enhanced rapidly. The tourist industry of Jieyang has entered a new stage of
development.

For tourists, Jieyang no doubt has its appeal. Situated in the hinterland of the Chaoshan Plains,
Jieyang, the ancient city in eastern Guangdong, touches Chaozhou and Shantou on the east, Shanwei
on the west, the South China Sea in the south and Meizhou on the north. In the northwest, there are
ranges of mountains; in the central area, there is a vast expanse of flat land; in the south, the sea
melts into the sky; and the Rivers of Rongjiang, Lianjiang and Longjiang wriggle their way through.
The culture of the Rongjiang River is the cream of the merge of primitive aboriginal culture and the
culture of the central plains. It is the source of the Shaoshan culture. The urban part of Jieyang is a
world of banyan, with towering banyan trees casting shade like a canopy in a picturesque scenery.
The Rongjiang River, which is divided into the southern and northern tributaries here, winds through
the city and flows through Shantou before entering the South China Sea. Called "Lotus on Water",
Jieyang is one of the province-level famous cities of history and culture. The long history has bred a
broad and profound culture, left a rich material foundation and precious cultural relics, created
unique natural and cultural landscapes. The city is famous for its wonderful scenery of mountains
and sea, distinctive sights of gardens and fields, rich and colorful folk customs, temples and places of
historic interests that differ widely in style, local cultural with clear-cut flavors, and flowers and
fruits in endless supply all the year round. Abundant in the tourist resources of history, mountains,
rivers and sea, Jieyang also gave birth to many famous personages and is connected with numerous
anecdotes. It has been habitually termed as "Seaside Zoulu", "Home of Traditional Chinese Painting",
"Home of Small Operas", "Home of Fruits" and "Famous Home of Overseas Chinese". It is fully
worthy of a famous scenic spot of tourism.

Since it became a municipality, Jieyang has created a good macro-environment of tourism by
devoting itself to the exploitation of the favorable geographical location, the acceleration of the
construction of infrastructure, the expansion of opening to the outside world and the speeding up of
the development of national economy. After repeated demonstrations, the Bureau of Tourism of
Jieyang has suggested "the Fascinating Culture Tours to the Ancient Towns in Jieyang" as the
orientation motif and aims at exhibiting the overall tourist image of Jieyang with "Qishan Mountain
and Rongjiang River, Gardens and Fields, Seaside Views". These measures have unveiled the
connotation of over 2,200 years of culture and history, opened the tourist routes with J ieyang features
and attracted large numbers of domestic and foreign tourists. The charm of the "ancient city" is daily
increasing. This is a hard-earned and commendable beginning.

Jieyang is a young rising prefecture-level municipality. The Municipal Party Committee and the
Municipal Government place great expectations on tourist industry and list it as one of the city's new
economic growth points. During the new journey of the second establishment of undertakings, the
progress of tourist industry should be promoted at a higher level so that Jieyang can ascend into the
ranks of areas with developed tourist industries and its tourist industry can make greater
contributions to the economic construction of the new municipality. This task is both glorious and
challenging. I have full confidence in it and also earnestly hope that all social circles can understand,
care for and support the tourist industry to make concerted efforts to create a more beautiful
tomorrow for the tourism of Jieyang.

The tome of picture album The Fascinating Culture Tours to the Ancient Towns in Jieyang compiled
by the Municipal Bureau of Tourism and Tourism Association gives a systematic and all-round
coverage of the tourist industry of Jieyang and describes the city's macro-environment of tourism. It
will play an active role in enhancing the reputation and openness of Jieyang. I wrote this as a stopgap
preface to congratulate the publication of The Fascinating Culture Tours to the Ancient Towns in
Jieyang .
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