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Trembling with wonder
—— By Wang Lili

There are not too many exciting things in the warld of art
today.

Quite a few friends in the art world enthusiasticaily recom-
mended Li Ruisheng to me ; they told me he was an unusual ar-
st and called his works of art fantastic creations .

I had my doubts

Li Ruisheng's grandest work of art is the Tradtional
Chinese Culture Center of Shenzhen University. The minute |
entered the "devil's Terrace”. | sensed a sort of “ Devilish” intel-
hgence. This ample (ntelligence, possessed only by true artists,
pressed on me. | was stunneb by its intensity, and trembled with
wonder.

Li Ruisheng is truly a man of courage .

China’s Dunhuang Grottoes are a treasure of art by hun-
dreds of ananymous artists in a period of ten thousand years.
How many artists of later umes, overpowered by Dunhuang’s
greatness, declined to attempt anything so remarkable!

L Ruisheng 15 unlike others. Not content, just to complete
a series of small individual works, he aspired 1o create an entire
3
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aesthetic environment at a site i China, to do 1t only in a few
years, and to do it by himself.

Without money, one may not achieve much in art, but even
with abundant resources, no one can guarantee an artistic ca-
reer wil! be successful.

Often, an artist has to endure immense sufferings in Ife be-
fore he becomes established.

Moreover, his success results from his determination and
hard work.

This man of courage eventually made real the imagined
world of the Traditional Chinese Culture Center, transposing his
dream to a salid ground. It has attracted tens of thousands of
wvisitors from both inside and outside the country, They come 0
adrmire it and are often stunned by this unique creation

Usually, there 1s no final judgement on works of art .

Li Ruisheng says he left the circles of art ten years ago, but
these ten years fostered in him a more mature and higher abitity
which knows the essense of art .

All the great exssting works of art have similar characteris-
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tics. They are complete revelauons of the arust’s myst:ic mnner
world. They are wild expressions of the artist’s aesthetc vision.

A great artist never sticks to convention. To a certain extent,
he is “playing”with art. Howsver, this kind of “playing” 1s full of
deep devotion to art and is free from utilitarianism

Li Rusheng's works possess these characteristics. Li
Ruisheng himself has such a playful and yet devotional temper-
ament.

1t is not enough to use such words as "bold” and “resolute”
to describe Li Ruisheng’s works.

The Center is a remarkably artistic engineering project, a
grand cor ion of i painting and

Itis traditional, but unconventional.

It1s Chinese, but also universal .

Without seeing works, it is hard to appreciate his particular
way of “playing " with ant.

Before coming to the Center, it is impossible to anticipate
the averpowering experience of standing in its otherworldly at-
mosphere.
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This is a mystical land

Thes is @ work of art that can only be achieved by profound
human skill.

L1 Ruisheng devoted himself to creation and in the process
he shaped himself into a master of art .

The Center reminds me of the famous "Bare Tombstone” of
the Tang Dynasty Empress Wu Zetian,

Let the crities of the present not write a single word judging
Li Ruisheng's art. His position in the history of art will certainly
be set by the hearts and minds of the future.

For now, let us suffice that by enarmous economic sacrifice
and unyielding efforts to create this work of art which enrap-
tures the hearts of its visitors, an artist has incarnated his unique
personality.

Antists of China should have this kind of ambition. They
should devote themselves to creating such transformations of
the Chinese world .
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