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Mr. John Winfield, Senior Assistant Director of Education ( Planning &
Development ) delivering the opening address.



Opening Address

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is indeed a great pleasure to be invited today to
address the assembly on the occasion of the 1986 Adult
Education Conference. I am delighted to find that the
theme chosen for this Conference is ‘Civic Education
through Continuing Education’. The choice is a good
one because continuing education has a direct bearing
upon civic education, about which there has recently
been much public interest. The two types of education
have a lot in common. Both aim, among other things, to
effect life-long changes in attitude and behaviour in the
learners’ personal development and their participation
in the social, economic and cultural activities of the
community.

To effect such changes, the Adult Education and Re-
creation Centres of the Education Department have
been ‘making commendable efforts for the past 30 years.
These Centres have now become not merely venues for
skill orientated educational and recreational activities
but also nurturing grounds for civic awareness and re-
sponsible citizenship. That there is a mixture of adult
and civic education in these Centres is due in large
measure to the courses of training which are provided
each year for all Voluntary Helpers and Assistant Or-
ganizers. This training recognises that these field workers
are well placed to exercise a positive influence on the
course participants’ perception of civic rights and re-
sponsibilities and thus have a key role to play in the
provision of civic education among adults.

Since the publication of the 1984 White Paper on the
Further Development of Representative Government in
Hong Kong, an increasing number of voluntary agencies
have responded to the call for more civic education to
be provided for adults. In the current year, 26 voluntary
agencies are organizing adult education activities in
which there is a strong civic education element. The
Education Department supports these activities by
means of financial assistance under the Adult Education
Subvention Scheme.

Apart from providing non-formal courses in the
Adult Education and Recreation Centres and assisting
voluntary agencies in the provision of various adult
education courses through the Subvention Scheme, the
Adult Education Section of the Education Department
offers a wide range of formal education courses for
adults. Many of these courses replicate day school
courses at the primary, secondary and post-secondary

Mr. John WINFIELD, J.P.
Senior Assistant Director
( Planning and Development )

levels. The Education Department believes that it is just

as important and necessary for the students on these

courses to be provided with civic education as the stud-
ents on day school courses. In general, the approach re-
commended in the ‘Guidelines on Civic Education in

Schools’ is adopted. However, since the students are

adult learners and not school-age children, it is re-

cognised that special attention must be paid to the
following:

1. It is not sufficient for adult students to know what
their civic rights and responsibilities are; they
should also practise in their everyday life what they
know. A ‘civic sense’ should be inculcated in them
so that they will exercise their rights and carry out
their responsibilities to the fullest extent possible.

2.  Adult students have first-hand knowledge about
many social, economic and political issues and are
in a better position than school-age children to con-
tribute to useful discussions of these issues. Every
opportunity should be taken to enable them to ex-
press their opinions and exchange views.

3. Adult students have a better capacity for in-
dependent thought and action because of their ac-
cumulated experience. This capacity should be
developed further to enhance their ability to solve
everyday problems and partake in the many in-
evitable changes that are taking place in the com-
munity.

The task of motivating adults to participate in any
area of adult education is a challenge. It is definitely
more so with civic education. To meet the challenge and
to achieve success in civic education through continuing
education, much ingenuity, energy and dedication is re-
quired of all programme planners and field workers. As
a start, I would like to invite the participants of this
Conference to consider the following suggestions:

1. the setting up of a Civic Education Co-ordinating
Committee within the Adult Education Section
with membership comprising professional and
teaching staff, to co-ordinate and advise on the
development of civic education in all formal and
non-formal evening courses offered by the
Government;

2. the setting up of a panel-forum in each of the Adult
Education and Recreational Centres, to be con-
ducted on a regular basis for discussions of social
problems specific to the particular locality;



3. the organization of civic education seminars jointly
by the Education Department and the subvented
agencies, to co-ordinate activities, share experiences
and exchange views and ideas for mutual benefit;

4. the establishment of a civic education resource cen-
tre for the supply of resource materials to field
workers and a clearing-house to provide course
planners with a directory of resource personnel and
organizations, agencies and institutions engaged in
the provision or promotion of civic education for
adults.

I hope that these suggestions will lead to fruitful de-
liberations on the theme of this Conference: Civic

Education through Continuing Education. There will be
opportunities for a closer examination of the various
aspects of the theme—in the Panel Discussion that will
shortly follow, in the course seminars to be held this
afternoon and in tomorrow’s programme. You will no
doubt gain something from the views expressed by the
Guest Speakers, who are all experts in their field. How-
ever, I am sure that you will gain more if you will all
join in the discussions and share your ideas freely with
other participants.

Let me conclude by thanking all those involved in the
planning and organization of this Conference. I wish it
every success. Thank you.
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