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Forward

HIS is a pictorial review published in
commemoration of the tenth anniversary of the
Tangshan earthquake.

At 3:42 on the morning of July 28, 1976, a
massive earthquake ripped through Tangshan, a key
industrial city of one million in north China. The
quake, which measured 7.8 on the Richter scale and
caused serious damage, attracted the attention of the
Chinese nation and the rest of the world. It killed
148,000 people and caused a direct loss of three
billion Chinese yuan, leaving virtually the entire city
in ruins in a matter of seconds. On the. tenth
anniversary of that disaster, we are expressing our
deep sorrow for our compatriots who were killed and
extending heartfelt condolences to the local people
who suffered in the natural disaster.

Tangshan has more than its share of heroes.
After the great earthquake, the people quickly began
restoring production and rebuilding their homes.
Through the leadership of the Party Central
Committee, the State Council, and the Hebei
provincial Party and governing bodies, and with the
support of the rest of the country and the People’s
Liberation Army, the local people promptly resumed
normal life. Industrial production reached the pre-
quake level in a comparably short time. Facts have
eloquently proved that difficulties and natural
disasters of every category can be overcome under
the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party,
thanks to the superiority of the socialist system and

the united efforts of the army and civilians.

The rebuilding of Tangshan began in 1978.
Several billion yuan were allocated, and thousands
of specialists, scholars, and technicians as well as tens
of thousands of construction workers joined the
Tangshan people in the reconstruction. A few years
of hard work found another Tangshan, a brand-new
socialist city, standing in the north of the
motherland. All the quake-affected families have
moved into new houses, and the city and its suburbs
are now a scene of prosperity. The Tangshan people
are now creating a glorious future with their own
hands. It is our sincere wish that the local residents
carry on the hardworking revolutionary spirit
displayed in the post-earthquake relief work and
make fresh contributions to the realization of the
four modernizations and the revitalization of China.

This album devotes limited space to the relief
work but gives wide coverage to the remaking of a
new Tangshan and the attitude of the Tangshan
people, with a view to helping readers in and outside
of China come to a better understanding of the
quake-hit city. But with our limited abilities, it is a
difficult task. We look forward to comments and
criticism from our readers. To leading Party and
government organs and other units in Tangshan, we
owe debts of gratitude for their support in the editing
and publishing of this pictorial review.

— The editor—  January, 1986
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The Earthquake Relief Work
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“Tangshan Before the Quake
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Tangshan Railway
College and a railway
station in Lunan
District.
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Immediately after the earthquake. s - = - #’

leading members from the Party Central
Committee. the State Council. and the Hebei
provincial Party and government organs
rushed to the affected arca. where they
mnspected the effi of the disaster and
extended condolences to the local people.
Meanwhile. more than 100.000 People’s
Liberation Army soldiers, 30,000 medical
workers. 20000 cadres. and  30.000
construction workers were dispatched to help
the Tangshan people. They rescued survivors
from the debris and evacuated more than
50.000 seriously injured people to be treated
in nine other provinces and municipalities.
The dead were buried, and drinking water. Y et : g
food. and medicine were sent in, while tents
were pitched.
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In an active response to the Party SR AL f}wp"?“":;':,"'t“”?mﬂ:
Central Committee’s call. cadres und workers Plant

went toclean up the debris, fix machines, and

put up makeshift workshops at factories. By

the end of 1977. all the factories and other

cnterprises in Tangshan resumed operation.
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Buildings were  de-

stroyed in the T
shan Train Plant

Rubble from one-story
A Qi 1 houses at the cast side
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e S e of the Kailuan Coal
s Mine

The Commercial
Guest House after the
quake




