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Preface

Chairman of China Folk l.iterati and Artist Association

Feng Yuanwet

» A folktale study group made up of China Folk Literati and
Artist Association (CFLAA), Sichuan Folk Literati and Artist
Association and UNESCQ, have made a field investigation for
Zouma Town of Jiulongpo District in Chongqing. With coopera-
tion and support of the local govermment and related cultural
department, they fulfil the signicant work successfully. This
“Zouma Folktale Collection” is right one of the rich fruits. I
hereby express congratulations and greetings to the group mem-
bers. Thanks to Mr Takei and Moukala who give us enthusiastie
supports, and also thanks to the comrades, story tellers and follk
song singers who took part in the activity.

China is a great multinational country with a population of
1.2billion. Its long historical folk literature has varied forms
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and rich resources. The folk literature is the crystalization of
labouring people’s wisdom, and also is the self — creating and
self — recreating cultural field of working people, Folktale is the
most typical one, it is often used as ready — made traditional
teaching material when the elders teach their children It can ed-
ify youth in the light environment and help them be deligent
and build their ability of distincting between good and evil. It
has imperceptible influence on virtue education. Meanwhile, it is
a folk encyclopaedia on life knowledge, All the adults should
have had such feeling.

As so tich a sum of cultural wealth, folk literature gives off
glorious radiance only in the days when working people are the
masters. with the attention of the Party and Govermment , We
sponsored two folktale collectoin activities in the 1950s and
1980s with unprecedented large scale, big investment and rich
achievements.

In 1994, chinese govermment reached agreement with
UNESCO on protecting Chinese formless cultural heritage.
UNESCO and CFI.AA and related local FLLAA, implemented
folktaale collection and protection projects successively in Jillin,
Hubei and Yun’ nan etc. That make great contribution to pro-
tect, inherit, study and expand Chinese exellent traditional cul-
ture.

The Zouma Town investigation shws that we haven’t col-
lected the folktale completely, though we have done it for sever-
al times. The task of collecting, collating, studying and publish-
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ing is far from finishing. We still have high potential in folk lit-
erature field.

the 6th Session of the 14th Conference of CCP call whole
Party and national people to strengthen socialist mental civiliza-
tion construction. As an important part of Chinese literature and
art, folk literature should take this good chanee, highly hold
banner of the Conference to carry out the policy of “literature
and art must serve people and socialism” which was emphasized
constantly in the 6th Conference of Chinese Literature Associa-
tion. On the base of past, we should make the best use of rich
folktale resources to break through in the “service”, and we will
give new energy to folk literature to meet demands of people of
new times, so that it can make new contribution to socialism

with Chinese characteristics.
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