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LET THIS BE A LESSON ON POLITENESS

SIR-The British are noted for their fair play, specially when forming,
and waiting in, a queue. Has the following behaviour ever been observed
in a British queue?

Scene: San Marino City Post Office entrance, 9:30 AM Robert
Cunningham, standing on the sidewalk near the entrance, sees a woman
walking up.

He waits for her, and opens the door for her to enter the Post Office
ahead of himself. She takes her place in a line of six people just ahead of
Cunningham.

He (after waiting several minutes for her to do the right thing):
“Madam, I opened the door for you, but I didn’t intend for you to go
ahead of me in the queue.”

She: “ButI’min a very big hurry!”

He: “Soam1.”

She: “T'll only be a minute.”

He: “T’ll only be a minute.”

She: “But I’m already late for work.”

He: “Tam too!”

She "flounced out of the Post Office ?in a huff, murdering him with
a look.

! Moral: tip your hat, but never open a door for a woman who can
; walk faster than you!

ROBERT Q.CUNNINGHAM
August 13, 1990
San Marino, California
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WHEN THE KISSING HAS TO START w

SIR ~-Henry Porter (Commentary, July 19) needs fear no more. I can
give him sound advice on his kissing problem. I too once hated this form
of social intercourse, but having Pconverted some years ago now feel
about able to call myself a true student of the art. First, it is important
to Pascertain one’s own sincerity in the matter. Aim for the meaningful
kisser is no problem since, in order to be effective, one must look fondly
at the kissee on approach, thus holding them in position by eye contact.
For greater safety and meaningfulness gently »clasp the victim’s head,
thus ensuring no fast moves.

For the less sincere kiss one needs to employ stealth. The golden rle
is to be aware: do not close the eyes even if the kissee is “hideous, or if
you think you are close enough to relax. Many a disastrous misfiring has
occurred at the late stages. It is important to assess the situation correctly.

“Be wary of left handers and those who clasp hands with their left in-
stead of the conventional harxdshake; they are likely to go for your right
cheek. Above all, make your own intentions clear; move slowly and
deliberately, thus giving an air of authority and giving time for the kissee
to position themselves. A slow retreat from one cheek gives time fora
swift assessment of whether one kiss is sufficient or not. Never go for the
cop out—the lips in mid air facing away from the kissee’s eye-as this
denotes a slave to convention but a cowardly heart.

I hope this short letter will be of help to Mr. Porter. If he requires more
information, or practical assistance, I offer my services.

JANE KING
July 25, 1991
Uley, Glos
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1) convert [kan'vait] v f§4 % jt’FlJ » 4?‘:?1“? }Uf*‘&'

i51f1 convert sth. (from sth.) to / into sth.; convert sb. (from sth.) to sth.

{31 It be safe to convert securities into cash. ¥ful fl i & £ e ik,

5] His experience in England converted him from atheism to Christiarnity.

reer ki lial BRIV Q1IN R R T SRR S U E
20 ascertain [asa'tein] v ik

{7 Please ascertain whether the guests arrive tonight. it diiy B4 A7 &5 4rik 1.
31 clasp [klasp] v, B, #EHL

15 The thief was clasping a knife in his hand. DTN Frh 44 7).
4} hideous ['hidias] adj. TLAE(F)

{5 A person with a hideous face is not necessarily evil. . TTFINA 2.
5) bewaryof B, Wi

{5 Be wary of strangers. U081 'E M.
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LIVING ON

SIR-The attempt by W. F. Deedes to pinpoint the precise mo-
ment in history when the English gentleman became dead is pre-
mature (article, July 18). His death knell has been sounded many
times.

As long ago as the passing of the Reform Bill of 1832, which
abolished the rotten boroughs by which all political power was
firmly in the hands of gentleman, the Earl of Bathurst of the day
was so distressed that he cut off his pig-tail, one of the caste marks
of the superior courtier. “Ichabod, the glory is departed”, he cried.
“They have let the enemy in upon us.”

The Duke of Wellington agreed with him on the grounds
that the government of the people was far too ?sacred a task
to be Yentrusted to other than gentlemen, just as it was the exclu-
sive right of gentlemen to be officers in the Armed Forces and
die leading their men into battle. “Conduct unbecoming an Of-
ficer and a Gentleman” still stands as the most serious offence in
the rule book, to be tried by “court-martial.

It is true the passing of the Reform Bill marked the beginning
of a slow process whereby the power both in politics and the great

institutions such as banking, insurance and the law was moving
out of the hands of the ®amateurs and into the hands of the profes-
sionals-or as Bill Deedes would have it, from the gentlemen to
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the players. But this does not mean that the English gentlernan,
whose word was once taken as his bond, is dead. It is merely that
the professionals have sought to 9disguise themselves as gentle-
men and ?misused his reputation for integrity to their own ends.

A case which perfectly illustrates how the professionals have
dropped the baton is that of penniless Czechoslovak refugee,
Herr Hoch, who assumed the disguise of an officer and a gentle-
man as Captain Robert Maxwell, MC. That he was immediately
®fawned upon by the banks, who opened up their vaults to him,
says little for their perspicacity, and even less for the serried
ranks of highly paid lawyers who gorged themselves on huge
fees to preserve this fiction.

Nevertheless, the Eng]iSh gentleman still lives despite the ef-
forts of those less than honourable men who assume for them-
selves his reputation for ®decency and graceful living.

‘When John Major declared that he would ?preside over a
classless society, it only inflamed the ambition of many to be
recognised as being gentlemen as opposed to non-gentlemen.

DOUGLAS SUTHERLAND
July 25, 1992
South Queensferry, Lothian
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