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Preface

This year Hubei Museum of Art pays attention to “image” for “1 Sanguandian Art”. 1980s
witnessed the emergence of “video art” in China and a group of artists started focusing
on video media and sprang up nationwide with large quantities of creation works after a
decade. After we entered the threshold of the new century, two decades has passed instantly
when video art is more desirable as deserved, or rather, it is lost in a flooding, materialized
or even the so-called pioneering dilemma. Therefore we put forward the inquiry of “beyond
image”. What we need is not repetition in face of time and existence, but an exploration of
deep and inner extension and transcendence apart from the interpretation of direct media
such as concept, materials, creation and representation.

La Chamber Claire by Roland Barthes seemed to forecast the significance of light outside
the “darkroom”. So discussion on light is the narrative carrier in this exhibition. Light is
the basic element constituting images, thus understanding of light comes down to the
transformation of observation pattern. Here, we regard various changes happening in the
images as a kind of experiment on light and image works as a “laboratory”, defining the
meaning of light, which is transferred into works for manifestation and plays a direct role
in observation. Consequently, the artistic spot constructed from “light” by artists becomes
the “laboratory of light”. And this experiment definitely involves the interference and
interaction of audiences.

“Beyond Image: Laboratory of Light—1 Sanguandian Art 2015” is not an experimental

presentation of images and we might as well define it as an open discussion space.

Director of Hubei Museum of Art Fu Zhongwang
December, 2015
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