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PREFACE

If the Law section of any good bookshop is perused then there will be found a number of
textbooks that are dedicated to explaining the English legal system to their readers. Some are
large heavy tomes that take forever and a day to read but provide the reader with an in-depth
and highly intellectual view of the system once they have read it; others aim to explain the basic
law but provide little insight into the issues that have arisen or can arise in this area. This
textbook aims to be slightly different to those others found as it aims to do ‘what it says on the
tin’ (so to speak) and explain the ‘fundamentals’ of the English legal system, whilst also
highlighting and addressing the issues that can be found within it. The text is primarily focused
towards undergraduate law students but it would be of equal interest to those studying A-level
law, ILEX, a law module in another discipline or simply to those who are interested in
discovering about the English legal system for personal reasons. To aid understanding there is
found within each chapter a number of visual aids (flowcharts, graphs and grids etc.) so that the
complex or important information is broken down into a user-friendly format. At the end of
each chapter a number of Self-Test Questions will be found so that understanding and retention
of information can be evaluated.

It is at this point that I would like to take the opportunity to thank those who have helped and
supported me in my endeavour to complete this text. My thanks go to those at Sweet &
Maxwell, especially Constance Sutherland, who have put up with my rather haphazard
approach to deadlines with saint-like patience; to my colleagues and dear friends Rebecca
Huxley-Binns and Shani Cassady for all of their advice, support and proof reading (I shall await
to return the favour!) and finally to my loving family, especially my husband Robin, who have
provided endless amounts of encouragement, tea and love, and managed to keep the children
amused whilst ‘mummy wrote her silly book’.

The writing of this text has not been an easy task. The law is not a static creature and the
landscape of the English legal system has in parts noticeably changed over recent times; as a
result if there are any errors or omissions then I apologise. The law is stated as 1 believe it to
be on May 16, 2008.

Jo Boylan-Kemp
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