T 2R MRS AEE T4

JIN(}I}I:,L/.HI:_T\' OLD BRIDGE STOLRY
A o Sl L N R
4 I - e *r o =




E 74 B (CIP) &R

RiMEHERGS / NEBEH, - HE  IHE
AR, 2016.8

ISBN 978-7-5480-4824-4
| E I, @ I, OER - -8 -8
89 IV, (1K928.78

o E R & E HIECIPEEIE F(2016)5218853S

EAHOTHEEAHRTHE. REHRFHEEFT, FHRUEMFL
fhg. SWdEYRELMEEE S,

FFofhiEs

BOE R e

2 & W RRR AR

BE2RE: THE HAE

E S

BER R E REES

W Z RET IFRE B HKEF Y % B3
BRE MBSk wkFE 0 F

£ % # B A HWK B8

m W s@mE
i EoEEY
HEEE kEx

w ORNER N F
SR REETHTREHRE
HiEHmE TR

L R

PEEEDH) R Rh

=R
E%% %ﬁ?.’ﬁ(% Jingdezhen old briage story

AR TrEAR AR

i mETFEEE6S

k. www. jxfinearts.com

BR4w. 330025

BiE. 0791-86565819

29, =EHERE

BRI rTa e mEaRas
WOR: 2016EB AW 1A 2016 £ 8 A 1 RENR
Fr&. 889mmx1194mm  1/16
ENgk. 16

$S. ISBN 978-7-5480-4824-4
Eff. 280.00 7T

RS 06-2016-705
RRARFTE, EieE



)T

SEERTELE. HREH, B EFRE. BXH. AEENHT, =28
BAANEARSNEEXKNZEER, XA HZNIME, REBSHEFL.
EXAXH. ANEXH. EHXUSFENIAES B RANSERERNGIE,
#HEBINE AN FEEUAAT. MR EERE,

SEENEMBENESNAIRRE, IRNRES, TE3IAZAE, WHE
SEENMERETE—RESAS, RAEEICK T 168 EZHIBAHIEFSR
SiE, REN(FEE ZHEE) —P. IRRTRELEXUARN—RE
ERR, WEE. FE5. AARBEHEEEENRE L.

—EZW, —BiE, —Z42%. FEEVIBERT, LAE. KER,
BRRTEZDEN, BHRE, XRZHNER, EA—MBRE, BiReT
REGERNZ. BF. EFERERANMAG, EANBBEXINEAR, JHE
SEEMBEFILKES; FAFSUEIE, BMA-SRReREMNER, Ik
ERBELRNNERE, PEE—BRROATRNN 2 B, £2 RAERNER
BIPER, EMRETHEANE LN ERGRE —AX—RNIRS £,



Preface

Jingdezhen, an ancient town with a thousand years history, is the world—
famous porcelain city with long history, splendid culture and fascinating stories.
Except for ceramics, various forms of culture, such as tea culture, ancient
opera stage culture, ancient village culture, ancient bridge culture, are nurtured
on this ancient land. Every time we savor the beauty of Jingdezhen, it will add
to our understanding and admiration towards this magical city.

Staffs at Jingdezhen Urban Construction Archives spent over two year
traveling more than 30,000 km to study and photograph old bridges all over
the city. Data and folktales about 168 old bridges have been collected to
compile the book Stories of Old Bridges in Jingdezhen, which is an important
achievement of folk historical and cultural research in our city, and is of great
significance to the exploration, enriching and inheritance of local culture.

Each old bridge tells a different story and carries travelers’ sentiments of
nostalgia. Since Jingdezhen is located in the hilly areas in southern China with
abundant water resources, it’ s hard to tell the exact number of old bridges
here. As traffic architecture, those bridges, couched the collective wisdom of
generations, perfectly combine the achievements of science and technology
in ancient China, such as mechanics, mathematics and aesthetics, and
create picturesque local landscape. As carriers of culture, the bridges witness
Jingdezhen’ s social and historical changes with gradually mottled flagstones,
writing the stories of admirable townsmen. With people coming and going, old

bridges keep passing on inspiring cultural genes through generations.
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Culture is the soul of a city, and the powerhouse of local sustainable
development. Old bridges and their stories are only a part of Jingdezhen’ s
splendid cultural heritage. Numerous stories about the ancient kilns, opera
stages, villages, post roads and wharfs have been circulated like the current
under the old bridges in hills and hollows. The publication of Stories of Old
Bridges in Jingdezhen has a profound effect on the exploration, sorting and
inheritance of the local culture, but a lot more remains to be done to activate
the city’ s potential and tell good stories to boost its image. We should collect
and protect all the scattered cultural resources to strengthen the research
of authenticity and originality, and at the same time make the most of those
resources and show them to the public. When promoting the further integration
of local culture and tourism, we should fully explore the historical, cultural and
brand value of Jingdezhen to produce more social and economic benefits from
cultural resources, so that Jingdezhen traditional culture can be passed on to
become a name card to showcase Chinese culture, a platform to tell Chinese

stories and a window to deliver Chinese voice.

The Secretary of Jingdezhen
Municipal Committee of the CPC
Zhong zhisheng

June, 2016.
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I_ooated in the south of jiangxi Fuliang County, Xianghu town is 12 km away from
Jingdezhen and is adjacent to the Wuyuan county of jiangxi. | t has 113 natural villages with
a population of nearly 20,000. Xianghu is an area of hills. The mountains in the northeast part
is high and steep accompanied by dense forests, with Copper Coin Pinnacle reaching an
altitude of 746 meters. It has abundant water resources. Nanhe river originates from Wuyuan,
flowing through Xianghu, Yingtian and Gutian into Changjiang river. Lishui river flows from
the east to the west and converge with Nanhe river in Chengjiafan. The narrow valley in the
juncture of the two rivers is as flat as a board, housed with dense population. Xianghu Street,

one of the four prominent ancient street in Fuliang, is situated in here.

Ruins of ancient ceramic wares like Baihuwan, Xianghujie, Yingtian, Tangxia, Ling’ an
and Huangnitou are located in the Xianghu. Excavated are Celadon, white porcelain and
light—blue porcelain dating back to Northern song Dynasty. It is one of the cradles for the

ceramics culture of Jingdezhen.

In particular, the discovery of relics of ancient village in the Yin and Shang dynasties as
well as bronze tripod in Xianghu prolonged its history of civilization and development for a

century.

Rich local culture reflects the wisdom and aptitude of Fuliang people. Abundant mineral

resources and well-developed river system give birth to this land.

s ¥ | 003



K % Hr
4% KA

Shuilong Bridge
(Number One Scholar Bridge)
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There is a huge karst cave at the north foot of
Guping mountain at the entrance of the Dongkou village.
The cave is misty all year round with bubbling spring.
The cave is 15 meters high and nearly 10 meters wide.
Grotesque rock formation resembles the superlative
craftsmanship by the God and water in the puddle is
as clear as jade. The spring is inexhaustibly gurgling
towards the entrance of the cave and meandering
through to the entrance of the village. The running water
travels like a dragon, hence the cave gets the name

—Water Dragon Cave.

It’ s said that the mouth of the cave was covered
by a great rock and the spring water seeped through
the fissure of the rock. One day, the sky is clear and the
sun is shinning brightly. All of a sudden, a thunderous
voice bursts out with a lingering sound in people’ s
ears. The busybodies hailed loudly:” The stone of the

Water Dragon Cave falls.” Hearing the news, villagers

004 ‘h—— EHEEFBE

rushed to the mouth of the cave. It was true that the
huge stone blocking the entrance of the cave falls
down. Shockingly the stone had no breakage at all and
it looked brighter more than ever due to the scouring
of the spring water. All the villagers caught sight of a
golden flash resembling a golden lightening when they
were discussing about it. They took a look at it and saw
a huge golden pheasant flying out of the cave. They
and chased after it

shouted ” Golden pheasant!”

unanimously.
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The golden pheasant spread its wings to fly,
villagers chasing after it. the golden pheasant looked
behind now and then, flying unhurriedly. Upon reaching
at a mountain ridge, it stopped, raised its head and
crowed. Hence the ridge in which golden pheasant
reposed got the name Golden Ridge. After the crow, the
golden pheasant continued its flying and looked behind
from time to time as if to say “Follow me !” It landed
at a wasteland as if it was eating grass seed. When
villagers were approaching, it spreads the wings to fly

away again. The wasteland changed into a fertile land

and was called by people Luotian (Landing Farmland).
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7KZ#; Shuilong Bridge
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Villagers ran after it for over five thousand meters
without stopping to take a breath. Gasping for breath,
some said

“let it go” , others said “let’ s keep

chasing” and no agreement could be reached.
Suddenly, hu-la-la, the golden pheasant flied again and
disappeared in the bank of Nanhe river. The river bank
became a fertile land and called by later generations

Hutian ( Lake Farmland ).
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Tired and dejected, villagers back to the village.
Upon arriving at the entrance to the village, they were
astonished and refreshed to find out that the falling
rock lied upon the stream and connected its two banks
seamlessly. People were flabbergasted. How could it
be? Is the rock has feet and ran over itself? This rock
was 5.5 meters long, 2.4 meters wide, 0.5 meters thick
and weighed thousands of kilograms. It was impossible
to be moved by a man. Villagers were discussing
animatedly with various opinions. At that time, the
respectable white—haired elder in long beard stroked
his beard and said:

“It may be done by Avalokitesvara.

She saw the difficulty of us to enter the village so she

s ¥ | 005



sent the golden pheasant to pick the rock as a bridge for

”

us.” All the people repeatedly agreed.
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No matter what the truth is, this slab bridge which
is the most primitive and simplest one has made the
transportation convenient. The wheelbarrow carrying

glaze stones pass through the slab bridge with a squeak,

JKZHRIKEIE Water dragon caue of shui long bridge

contributing to the production of ceramics and the

.,> \ $ » - v"ﬂ A -'- .v"‘; y d

development of ceramic culture.

Peng Ruli, the first Number One Scholar of Fuliang in
Northern Song dynasty, saw this slab bridge, wielded the
brush and wrote down words of compliments. It soared

aloft and became the bridge.

Therefore, Shuilong bridge also gets the name
—Number One Scholar bridge. It is a cultural relics

protection unit of county level.
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Located in the Dong’ an village of Xianghu, this

single—arched stone bridge was builted built in Yuan

&84 Carp Bridge

dynasty, stretches over the Nanhe river with 23 meters
in length and 6 meters in width. Its body erects above
the surface of water for about 10 meters, offering a
spectacular sight. Based on the structure and system of
the bridge, it was supposed to be a House Bridge when
it was completed. The foundation of the bridgehead in
the west end of the bridge is still visible, from which it
could be told that the wooden bridgehead was splendid
at that time. The rabbet left in the body of the stone
bridge indicates that there was wooden house on the

bridge for sheltering, resting and sightseeing. Leaning

¥ | 007



&l (1748 )

against the railing and looking into the distant river view,

Carp Bridge (linter)

one can enjoy the experience of The river shares a

scenic hue with the vast sky.
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The steps at the two ends of the bridge looks like
a figure of chinese hords-eight. All the materials are
granite. Tested by times, the spreading traces left
by wheelbarrow in the stone steps seems to tell the
vicissitudes of history of the bridge. The ancient official
road at the other end of the bridge leading to Wuyuan is
still discernible. With the elapse of the time, the ancient
official road at the end of Dong’ an village was replaced

by houses and roads.

Two characters Anfu ( peace and blessing ) was
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carved with the form of incised inscription in regular
script at the top arch of the bridge to the northern, while
three characters Liyuqgiao ( Carp Bridge ) carved to the

south.

This bridge witnessed the history for over 800 years
and was even tested by wars. However it’ s amazing
that it remains magnificent and still acts as an important

passage for Dong’ an people to date.

TR, WRNEZSE, AOWE=ZE, —JHEE, &
EARE. Ak, HRODBEBEEN. MERRE—
FARZMILEE, REAR, BFIREEE, HRE
FHRRFH—HERBL, CEABERARSFREBLER
—EEZ, E-FEBNILTFERGRNED, BE
BRBHTRE. MARFADRKE, FE: “T&W
¥ T BFREEDHTIIE, “HRRLTRGTET,
S—EHART! 7 EERE, RIVTE ERE— K686,
RREXMERETE.

In Yuan dynasty, this place is housed with dense
villages and population. The transportation is rather
inconvenient for it was blocked by the river. Therefore,
villagers donated money themselves and raised fund to
build the bridge.There was a needy family of a single
mother and a son in Dong’ an. Living in austerity, the
mother struggled to donate their only cooper coin,
bearing in mind that they should make their contribution
to the undertaking even though they would starved next
day. Having seen her mother’ s action, the son who
was reading smiled with his tearful eyes. However, the
organizer flew into a rage, scolded her “ Sending me
away as if | am a beggar “ and threw the copper coin
into the river, shouting that “ You must give me the
money by tomorrow without a penny less!” The moment
his words finished, a carp jumped out of the river and

snapped up the copper coin.

AR, ZUBEERREEILFE, “BY, EHIE
B|LE, HEAA, BMNIZE NG, THRNK—-AWE,



MR T UEFXERE? " SF MR, JLFE: “H

MREFE—ELE, BRENECHBHEE] 7" BEILT
EEMRE, FEBRET.

In the evening, the mother whose surname is Ling
cuddled her son and said: “My son, building a bridge
will bring convenience and welfare to the village and
we are supposed to contribute our part to it. But we
are penniless. How could we raise the money?” The
mother was deeply worried. Her son said: “We still
have a basket of sweet potato and we donate them to
the village tomorrow.” Looking at her sensible son, the

mother shed silent tears.
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In the next day, the organizer came into their home
and asked for money. All of a sudden, someone shouted

that: “The carp is throwing up money! The carp is

Tk

throwing up money!” People rushed to the bank of the
river and saw a golden carp jumped above the water
with copper coins being spitted out from its mouth. A
moment later, a small pile of copper coins came into
being at the bank. People calculated carefully and
found out that it was the exact number of money which
the mother and son should hand in. People discussed
that the single mother and the son were not obliged to
donate the money for they were already in poverty—
stricken situation and even the Bodhisattva blessed and
protected them by sending the carp to give money to

them.
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When the bridge was built, it needs a name. Being
kind in nature, villagers were moved by the single
mother and the son. They proposed to name the bridge
Widow Bridge. Hence the bridge got its initial name
as Widow Bridge. It’ s cultural relics protection unit of

county level.

It’ s said that the son of this family became a
successful candidate in the imperial examination a
few years later and he was the only one in this village
at that time. With the story of carp throwing up copper
coins, people changed the name of the bridge into Carp
Bridge, indicating that the carp has jumped over the

Dragon Gate.

In fact, this story told us a simple truth which is
never do bad things because they are trivial, never stop
doing good things because they are trivial. Virtuous

family will gain good fortune in return while vicious family

gain misfortune.

B A% (HHEAM ) Carp Bridge (steps)
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