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ABSTRACT

This study mentioned the elderly education as the tool for
successful ageing and is performed under the hypothesis that the elderly
education environment would play important role to activate the elderly
education quality and participation of elderlies.

The purpose of this study is to draw the elderly education space
planning elements and to develop more systemized space guidelines by
layering the planning elements to be considered in the elderly education
space through the evaluation of importance on the planning elements
and the estimation of ranks. To achieve such purpose, in this study, the
planning elements to be dealt with in the elderly learning space as the
complex body of the school facilities and the elderly welfare facilities
were extracted through the literature review and to identify the
importance of the planning elements extracted and the factors having
influences on the evaluation of importance, the questionnaire survey was
conducted from total 460 persons aged from 20s to 80s. In addition, the
planning elements appropriate for the purpose of use by area of the
successful ageing in future were extracted and made easy to be used by
verifying the successful ageing supportability of the elderly education
space planning guidelines drawn previously through the successful

ageing evaluation tools developed through the expert survey by relevant
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item. Based on the investigation results, the essential matters not to be
overlooked in planning the elderly education space in future are as
follows.

First, the perception of the questionnaire survey subjects on the elderly
education and elderly education environment should be considered.

In the results of this study, most elderlies thought that the elderly
education is important in the successful ageing and perceived that the
elderly education environment is important in the elderly education.
However, the participation rate in the elderly education compared to the
number of elderlies is significantly low, which might be concluded as
insufficient general perception on the elderly education. The elderly
education space also has been provided unilaterally by the administrators
not around the users and the perception and demands of the elderlies for
the specific and detailed matters how the desirable elderly education
environment should be built are low.

In addition, it is common that the period of retirement, which the
social activities are interrupted, is recognized as basic participation
standard for the elderly education and mostly recognized as 50s or 60s.
This is explained the fact that there are lots elderlies who consider
elderly education as succession of the social activities after retirement
and place the importance that they may have where to go other than
home. In the same context, while in the elderly education performed for
the Chinese and Korean elderlies, the demands for the health and hobby
education were high, it represented that the demands for the education
for production activity were relatively low. This shows the elderly
education trend different than the Occident, which is deemed to be

based on the oriental thoughts such as lifestyle of old age based on the
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culture of filial duty.

Second, the essential elements of the successful ageing theory-
based elderly education space planning should be considered.

The elderly education space planning elements can be divided
mainly into the instrumental elements for learning activities, climate
elements and spatial elements. All of theses three planning elements are
very important, and particularly, in the elderly education space, the
climate elements which are the elements directly connected to physical
limit of the elderlies and determine the amenity at the same time,
should be focused. Particularly, maintaining the appropriate indoor
temperature, adjusting the cooling and heating, eliminating the danger
of the heating equipments, and guaranteeing the quality of air should be
paid attentions. These are the elements handled in priority when planning
the space as an elderly facility and as the elderlies are the users, they should
be considered essentially. In addition, since the main purpose of creating
elderly education space is education, the elderly education space should not
overlook the instrumental elements for learning. And the works to eliminate
the hazardous elements likely occurred by the declination of elderlies’ physical
functions also are important. Therefore, in the elderly education space,
appropriate space planning needs to be performed step by step according to
the conditions such as budget of facility, etc. referring to the importance
ranks of these planning elements,

Specifically, in case of detailed elements, the screen, air, heat,
temperature, humidity, floor, lighting, door, other instruments, wall,
tools, speaker, window and ceiling, in order can be considered and in
case of overall detailed items, alarm system, anti-slip should be

considered most importantly, and the quality of air, window for



4 ABSTRACT

emergency, screen height, appropriate arrangement of seat exclusively
for wheelchair, safety of furniture, installation of guard rail to prevent
the falling accident, elimination of door sill to prevent the falling by
tripping, etc. should be considered as essential items (for the specific
details, see Chapter 4. Study Results).

Third, the factor having influences on the importance of the elderly
education space planning elements should be considered.

The difference in the importance for the elderly education space is related
to various factors such as nationality, age, gender, standard of living,
academic level, etc. Therefore, in case of China, the type of cooling and
heating, air circulation speed, location of windows need to be considered
particularly in the climate elements. In the aspect of ages, the size of speaker
as a tool to compliment the auditory loss for the elderly should be
considered particularly and the physical demands of the elderlies for the
head wind control should be considered essentially in the aspect of
climate. In addition, as for the gender, the characteristics that the
female users are greater and much sensitive for the environment and the
difference in the demands by gender should be considerate.

Fourth, the supportability for successful should be considered.

One of the elderly education’s purposes is to help the elderlies to
enhance the quality of life in old age and ultimately to achieve the
successful ageing through the path called education. Therefore, to
promote the successful ageing, in the elderly education space, much
upgraded learning environment customized for elderlies satisfying both
demands for learning and the ageing characteristics should be built
considering the supportability for successful ageing as much as possible.

To summarise, the elderly education has been implemented base on
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the basic physical instruments and physical space for learning so far,
and when the learning function of the elderlies may be reduced and hard
to use such basic instruments, it dealt with the elderlies as the group
with learning disability excluding from the learning space users and
converted them as the beneficiary of leisure education performed around
the entertainment and leisure. For the retired elderlies, the leisure is
important. However, in the aspect of learning, the act, which
concentrates the elderlies into the leisure education only in the moment
that the reeducation for the old age is needed, is merely the passive
response and particularly, since in the current age, which the expected
life is extended and the society is being developed rapidly, it accelerates
the social selection of the elderlies, it is not desirable. Through the
education for the old age, the foundation should be prepared in order to
strengthen the ability of self-reliance, to make them challenge the
society again, to perform new role and to create the new values. In such
context, in this study, the elderly education space planning elements
were extracted considering the characteristics of the elderly and the
priority was estimated by their importance and based on them, the
elderly education space planning guidelines were proposed.

Considering the fact that the demands between general youth and
prime-aged users and the elderlies might be different, this study is
deemed to contribute in creating user-oriented elderly education space.
In addition, the guidelines proposed in this study is deemed to
contribute to identify selectively what is the physical support to be
provided essentially to the elderlies when considering economic condition
in the aspect of management of elderly education space, too.

In addition, this study suggested that the demands for the elderly
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education space are different by the nationality, age, gender and
standard of living, which implies that the practice, which plans the
elderly education space overlooked the differences in internal and
external characteristics of the elderlies, has problems. However, in the
perspectives of social integration, since the separating the elderlies only
by the standard of living or age may not be desirable, the efforts to
promote the more advanced social integration considering the differences
much closely are needed rather than the thoughtless integration,

This study has limitation in suggesting that there is difference in
the demands of the users by the general characteristics and the
subsequent research on the in-depth casual analysis why such differences
are formed and the precise countermeasures having it as basic premise
should be performed. The perception on the successful ageing may be
different by the cultural area or by the period of experiencing it by
individual. Therefore, the follow-up research on the environmental
supportability of the successful ageing based on the more minute
analysis is needed, too.

The elderlies have lost their social roles in the past partly but still
importance social members and the problem of ageing is the problem for
overall society. Therefore, the elderly education environment as a
sociocultural foundation to prevent the elderlies from alienation needs to

be built and the more deep research for that should be continued.

Key words: Elderly Education Space, Elderly Education Environment,
Elderly Study Space, Elderly College, Elderly Education, Successful Ageing,
Guidelines for Elderly Education Space Planning
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