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‘Don’t be deceived, gentle reader, the first editions are only

ballons d’essai; it is the second editions which count.’
Nikolaus Pevsner in Collini (2011, 5).
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Ty mother, | was the slat day
and T'msalla slut in her eyes. | guess |

So there you have it: five simple

40 | Women

Catharine Lumby

I 1972, one of Australia

argest adve

thiit chiimed 1o sum up Austeaban wor

Aboveall, the average woman is s mc

As a good mother, she must also b
home andfamily s fsic] the bayis of
of her existence .. Her roles as math:

When | read that passage (o first-year

are equally amused to learn that in 19
eould be trusted to fly 1 commercial
Ansert over disceiminatory hiring pre
callers predicting thar planes would drs

Looking arund the lecrure 1t
students as ludicrous, The underg

e ral
2 pes cent of students crtering e
They come from a variety of social, &
see educarion a a right and they expec

At the beginning of the 19705,

010 university, and while v

ipation as 4 ecntal part of

disctimination leslation and no con

married or fell pregnant were often
uneeliable and dificulr 1 access. Sin
government subsidisation of child car
widely olerared. On the face of i, w ko
we compare the 19705 fo the twenry-|
nation. Dig  litle decper, thowgh, an
Issuses continiee 1o affect women's soci

Before we explore those issucs,
way ideas about who women are and
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1|Prelude: 'Land's Edge' and 'Fugliness
and the Smalltown Shambolic'

Tim Winton

On a low tide Monday afterncon fust shart of my thiky-third birthday, the winter sun firally
comes out to burn the sky clear of cloud, and the kids and | gallop onto the beach ta play An
easterly wind spikes out acrass the broad [agoon flattening the sea and running rashes across
it i cold qusts. Under the sun the water shows (15 mattling of deeps and shallows. black and
tucquoise, K and ligh The blunted sweil bu
the barrier reef in feeble lines that lie down before the wind. Way out. the horizon loaks like &
ipsaw At first glimpse of the indian Ocean | stop running and feel the relief unwinding jn my
chest, neck i 195, Gulls scattes f
my tsane helpie. Twa days off the plane. i am finally home:

The sandis cald and the dunes d spicy with
and saltbush. We wheel dows the wind hollows between the dunes. yeiling and fooling about.

g the house, the stalemates and frusteations of winter indoors. The sun

slants finely on aur necks, barely felt, Highting the hard white beach ta squinting point. to the
imomentary paint of summer

Downat the low- water mark, at the scalloped edges of the share, the water Is gigalingly
cold, Clouds rise around our feet. The four of us hoid hands and bend like a nail, raucous in the
«ast wind, laughing with shock

They wet the k f theie trousers

They sniff back the gunk of their head colds and go quiet with cancentration over moats and
walls while | stand there in the water with my feet going numb and my mind drifting in a kind of
Jugue state that only comes to me here

There is o one else around. | flinch at the sound of a schaol of whitebait cracking the
surface a few metres away. It alive out there. After the stll, exhausted Aegean, where nothing
moves but the plastic bags. it seems like a miracle. Call it jet fag, cabin fever, but 1 3m almost
intears. There is nowhere else I'd rather be, nathing efse | would prefer to be doing. ( am at the
beach looking west with the continent behind me as the sun tracks down to the sea. | lrave my
bearings

Like most Austratians | have spent much of my life in the suburbe | wag raied in the

Perth suburb of Karrinyup, A quarter acre, a teeracors wof, a fagade knocked

11 by

some bored gavernment archireet, s Hills herist in the backyard and picket fences between

tis and the neighbours, It was the sixties and the street was Full of young families, State

Housing applicants, mugranes. from Hollind and Yugoshvia and ¢

oot soldiers of the grear sprawl trying o make our way m the raw d

nglish rorth—
ram 0F streets

we slowly filled to make  new neighbourhood. 1lived there happily for twelve years bt

1 dor notdream of that house:

Catharine Lumby




2 Place
Subnurbia wis nor only viewed as the ideal enviromment for the raisiog of Austn
families but was also decmed by politiens and planners s be both the expression and
1 liberal the vehicle of 4 liberal democratic socicry
democracy Th Today, pubslic housing s a bir plaver in the real estare marker, but histoncally

politcal system asedt

governments have played important roles in providing housing for returnedd servicemen

oting, the ight 15 and their families after both world wars and (o the building of large cstates near

privay and progurty

and equvity bice

the w Orawing on
eyl Adelaide. There are variations between cities, with Perth stll today baving u prosetive

wadition o e,

owre domocracy

sttty moclernist high-rise flats in Sydney and Melbourne in the sixties has hac |

oftte nveustand  on the development of the inner cities. They have pro

the bl

key manufacturing bases in inncr-ciry arcas like Blacktown and Liverpool in Sydney,

Broadmeadows i Melbourne, Kwinana and Rockingham in Perth, and Elizabeth i

stite government—run ageney in public housing investment. The experiment in

sting impact
ided the homes of many tirse
generation immigrants and have thereby ensured both a soao-economic and ethaic mix
wn these suburbs well after their colonisation by the professis

nal middle classes since

the seventies (s process called gentrificarion’ by'irs crities and ‘urban renewal by irs
Bt wdvcar
consslidation o= | -
AesipodEmds Some <tte governments are now tving to develop urban consolidation
owwrrment policy pabieies, such as increasimy housing densities and building shopping centres at and

1t veeks to overcorne
e watemnabzies

nearby key middle suburban railway stations; integranng and extending rail, light rail

wbatin yrant aad bus services; endeavouring 1o restrict new. housing-estate approvals at the outer

and - donity
—

iy

tan frastructuee
e, s,

bulbngs) i she mddie
mowrcty  the Rest’; Melby

ares, Inilding major inner-city
d

fringes of the city; and. in public-private partership ve
urban renewal waterfront projects, such as Darding Harbour and Pyrmont i Sydney,

Sothbank and the Docklands in Melbourne

Mast af the major cities have regional geographies that reveal socio-economic

inequalitics. In Sydhey, the talk is of North Shore versus the Rest™ or ‘the West versis

(really north-west

ns speak of north and south of the Yares Riv
versus south-east), i Perth it is west and noreh versus south and cast of the Swan

River. These distinerions Oversimplify, But they do n useful service in highlighting so

divisions. Class disunetions sometmes reflect ceological realities. tn Melbourne, for

example, suurh and east of the Yarn River, the soil and microclimate arc better than
north and westof the ciry. Clay soils, and the desere winds blowing through the pass in the

1 induserial

ranges, make the hitter arcas less appealing The location of the docklands
grates west of the CBD did not help cither. Rivers and harbours combined with hilly
teMgos have historieally boxed in Brishane, Svdney and Hobart. They miake mobility
and N provision of utilities and public services technically challenging f

planners

T'he thar Ngins of Adelaide, Melbourne and Perrh have made it compannively easier for

avernmetNg provid equitable services and connect

s for most of the populace
This 15 cermaingrue techncally, although it also has o he « matter of a government's
al L
rass the differeat regions of the hig cities.

political will. In (i 9805, Barry Jones, fede bor patliamentarian, famously showed

that socio-cconomic Ngparines can be stark i
Jones compired his g clectorre in the working-clase and new immigrant areas
of Melbourne's outer noMywest 1o the electorte of Kooyong held by then leader

Australian Cities 23

of the Gpposition, and Liberal Party leader, Andrew Peacock, in the affluent inner
eastern arcas of Melboutne, whose residents were highly educated and professionally

iploved. In contmast o Lalor, the peaple of Kooyong enjoy good public transport

o

sy access to the CBD, high land values and ample community services, leisure facilitics
and public amenities. Poverty, disadvantage and socio-ceanomic inequ

lities e not just

about employment and income. They are also shaped by weography and by planang and

nirastructure, or the lack thereof, .

Sociul inequalities are expressed across space and have ecologeal dimensions, but

they arc also  functian of demographic change. Australia is a small population spreac .

across vast distances, 1t is a country of immigeants, and immigration has been the main

motor of demographic growth and the key policy 1ol of Ausiralian goverament. Since
the Second World War, there has been a marked and sustined merease in the numbers

and diversity of tmmigrant recruitment and serdement. This bas been a natlonal

development stristeigy over sixty years, the consequences of which ate now increasing in

intensity, specd and size. The metropalitan eities have been the main sites and eruciblos

S population growth and immigration. The goverament-sponsored immigration

schemes after the Second Warld War not only poured new Britich immigrants into the

cities but increasimgly spread their net more wadely 1w incorporate other Huropeans
Despite attempts, through national reconsiruction progeams, t Coax new migrants
intas the tegions, many ended up in the metropolisan aties or ar their margins in the
new mduserial zones such as Kwinana in Western Australia, Whyallt and Elzabeth in
South Australia, und Porr Kembla, Neweastle and Wollongong, in New South Wales
The eliminaton of White Australia policy restrictons on immugration by the [970s  § White Australia
ants and refugees from Turkey POUCY Thireters o

the ederal immigranion
polley that domirated
s migrRHOR was 215 600, of whom At unittee
I3t 19605 and that
tavoured arrivals
from particuln
process i wlso uneven. Habart has had very little inward migrauon, while Perth and — 'white countries

sk as Bitan 1t was

enacted s ofical
century, Melboutne tecewed the largest sumber of non-Brinsh immigrants. but the i e

witnessed the openinig of the programs w include immig

and the Middle Fast, and hoat people from Viemam. According to the Australian Burcau
of Stausues, in 2009-2010, Avstralia’s net averss

10 per cent were refugees, Despite angoing government effors to provide incentives

for immigrants (o settle in the regions, the metropalitan eitics absorb the majonty. This

Adelaice have had the highest British immigrant intakes, For most of the twentieth

asis, these gitics—  Immigration Restriction

Act 1901

balance has switched to Sydncy in reeent years. On 4 per eapira |

along with Canadian cities—are world leaders in the number of residents with different
lingusstic, edhnie or national origins who have also been granted permanent residency
or citizenship. For example, according w the Australian Bureau of Statistics, in 240
« the percentages of the populirion born overseas i the meteopolitan cities wef€ in
descending orden):

Perth (33.7 per cent born overseas, most of whom were British angMew Zealander
sertlers, with 7.5 per cent horn in As

Syddney (314 per cent born overseass and 131 per cent in

3 Melbourne (310 per cent bor overseas; and 102 per ol in Asia)

Trevor Hogan

Margin notes highlight ‘
concepts important to _ _
sociological theory ' ,

FReglons 31

and whar's suburhy, much less thar there's anvthing we could call “the suburban way of
Jife", The new estates springing up on the fringe of the eiry, such as Melbournes Caroline

Springs and Adeluide’s Golden Grove, are built ar much higher densities o

n most

eradibonal suburbs. Their twosstoried townhouses, with family rooms, entertainment

centres, triple buthtooms and garages, sit hehind & thin ribbon of lawn, just o few metres
i 4

from their neighbours. In their marketing campaigns, the old subutban appeals to the

peace and privacy of the home and garden are blended with more traditionally urban

themes:a vibrant” and “thriving’ town centre and the sophistieated 'liesyle” of the inner

city, ‘Lare by the Lake' promises one advertisement, suggesting that in the future suburby

vou can have the best of both worlds. The suburb was always a compromise berween

the values of ciry and country life. Now the question is: has oo much of each been

sacrificed to make the compromise worthw hile?

Questions for discussion

y do earler g l d the suburb a5 evidence of their good
fortune?

€ 'You dgn't have to be a confamist to choose the suburby), said Hugh Stretton, Do you
agree’

€ ‘One lttle piece of earth with a house and garden which is ours'—haw strong is this ideal
among present-day Australians? Il it has faded, is it because it's no longer attractive or
becase it s no longer attainable?

@ What are the future prospects of the suburban way of life?

Further readings and references

o 200M, Coar Wiars: Flow the Caar Won pwe Hesards nd Canmersad ame Cities, Aens &
Syedney
Gleeson, B AN3-04, Whars Driving Suburban Awsirabia? Fear in the Tank, Hope on the

Firizon', i | Schultz (cedy, Drvams of Lawd, Ciafleh Ravivw, summes; ppy 35

Johnsom, L. (e 1993, Swbwrbun Dreamimg An unrissap

Approcet ro Auseraban €ites, Deakin

University Press, Geelong 1994

Stvaton, 1089 (19701, Ides for Ansmalian Cises, Ve exkn, Transit, Sydncy

‘| Regions

Geoftrey Lawrence and Lynda Cheshire

Treavelling 1nto the ‘ather’ can provide both i sense of adventure and a feeling of fear

Uebsart Auss

ralians venturing into the outback, or rural Australians entering the cities

Geotzey Lawrence and Lynda Cheshire

Questions for discussion at the i
end of each chapter provoke
and encourage discussion on a
range of interesting and relevant
topics.

A further readings and references
list at the end of each chapter
provides a variety of sources that ;
support the information contained
in the chapter.
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; ‘Highlights’ pages at the end
, ' B of each section summarise the

7 Canberra

-+ Canberrais 1cities, having b C:
government, but it must be understood as a place where pecple live as well as a symblic 3 o .
eniy main points of the chapter in

Canberra is the product of colanial jealotsies, chosen as capital city for the new nation state
because of rivalry between Sydney and Melbourne

the section, helping students to
reflect on the core issues discussed
of European migrants, thrawn together with the sole purpose of nation-building, both in the : . in Ihe bOOk,

Sniowy Mountains and then in the national capital

During the period between the 19305 and the 19505, Canberra was @ small administrative
contre, and acquired its reputation as a cold, heartless town, papulated by grey public servants
and paliticians

Canberra's post-1945 davelopment coutd not have accurred without the multicultural presence

Canberra in the twenty-first century continues to generate political and cultiral heat over its
symbale reflection of natlonhood

As the national capital, Canberra is a focus of debate concerning the nation's past, present and

future. This s 3 conversation that the nation conducts with itself over [ts identity. L
8 Sydney -
+ Sydney is the anly Australian city to command the world stage, central in both Australian o
political and financial life, and home to some of the nation's great engineering and architectural .
frats, such as the Sydney Harbour Bridge and Sydney Opera House
With a population of over 4§ million, Sydney, long Australia's largest city, has a complex
miake-up, with over one-third of that population born overseas 3
i It is Australla's most unequal city, with more rich people and more poor people than anywhere
: else in the nation i
- 9 Western Sydney L
= In recent decades, the Western half of Sydney has grown into a second metropolis In its own -
right, numbering in excess of 15 million people, and covering something like 300 square
kilomnetres i
-
97 ‘
o 2
Key Concepts
aesthetic economy
Aesthities! relates o art—that sealm of hurnan sell-expreéssion tha is generally .
concerned with concepts of beauty, meaning and eeling, The acsthetic economy .
refers to the culture industries that have developed in modern Socieries around the .
performing, visual, aural and multi-medi arts. Patronage of the ares has moved .

beyond Chureh and state—which was the typical parteen in pre-modern Wesrern
societies—o involve all types of corporate, community and individuad market

sponsorships. Modern technoligies and industries have facilitated the rise of

mass marketing, adverrising and recording, and the proliferaon of performanee

significantly to gross domestic producr, often through the relationship of the ars

sites. The growth of the arts has been recognised by governments as contriburing ~ At the end Of the book, A Cgmp{ete
Key Concepts list defines the

with the export and tourise markers

ageism
: Agetsm s a form of discrimination of peaple according 1o age rather than ability and 4 i
, ~ Rl A0S 1 il e RO siFooRlirof o terms used in the book, to assist

elderly. In OECI countries with aging population profiles, there is 4 growing conflict

” ::”.:l:mllrl.‘u ‘T;‘.;r::;:\::\.;::\ the clderly arc depiered by ageists as unproductive, students in essay and exam
preparation.

agency
Agency is a concept referring to the willed and soluntary nasure of an individuals lif
and action, as opposed o the constra

int and determinism of social structures.

allenation
| Alicnation is the state of estrangement, or of being cur off from others, In .

sociology, alienation in the Marsian sense occurs in the l

hour process, whereby the
commadification of working causes workers t be estranged from themselves, the E
products of their labour and their fellow workers. In this way, alienatian 1s not only L
astate of being and a subjective feeling but also a structured field of social action in

maodorn industral capiralist societies L

alternative modernities F
These arc the trajectories wowards the moderisation of asociety that do ot
Follow the historical paths taken first in Britain and then in Western Furope and
North America. The major alternative modern project in the twenticth century
WAS COMMURISM, 45 it Was

ariously expressed in the Soviet Union, China, Cubsa,
Victnam and 50 on. According to Comelius Castoriadi

7). the other main -

o alreraative modern projects have been the marker, the strato-burcaveraric socicty
and autonomy (or participatory democrey), The projects of the markee anc
bureaucracy are projeets of rational mastery of nutwre and of cach other, whereas
the project of autonomy offers a radically different notion of freedom as collective
self-responsibility and self- mastery ]
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[l settler
capitalism The
type of capitalist
development
undertaken in places
such as Argentina,
Australia, New Zealand
and South Africa, where
pastoralism dominated
the expansion of

the colonies and

where colonial elites
maintained their

links with the home
country by exporting
agricultural products
back there.

§ culture The
values, beliefs, norms,
mores and material
artefacts that create

a 'design for life’.
Culture is both an
ordering disposition for
members of a society,
and the everyday
expressivity of its
members, individually
and collectively.

[ Fordism The
production system

so named for the
innovations first
proposed and
developed by Henry
Ford in his Detroit car
factory at the beginning
of the twentieth
century. It is a system
of mass production
and mass consumption
based on repetitious
assembly-line labour
and technology,

and on standardised
commodities.

Introduction: The Peculiar Path of Antipodean
Modernity

Peter Beilharz and Trevor Hogan

Australia has always been an oddity, European in origins, southern in location. Its identity
floats between these markers, Asia, the Pacific and Indian Oceans, suspended above
Antarctica, penguins all the way. Convict and British, it became free, rich and Anglo with
the discovery of gold, then modern and multicultural after the Second World War. Settler
capitalist, it was colonial, then national and international (but it was always international). Its
colonies, then its major cities—Perth, Adelaide, Hobart, Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane—hug
the coastline. Only its aspirant capital, Canberra, looks inward; these other major settings
face out, and away, in very different directions.

How do we think about Australia in the world in the twenty-first century?

One obvious response is to say, ‘not very well’, as we have just entered it and, like
snails, we carry our baggage, our homes, our pasts and our traditions with us. By many
criteria, it seems as though we have barely left the twentieth century at all. There are two
reasons for this. First, we are creatures of our pasts, or biographies as individuals. Second,
everything that we do and think is constrained and enabled by culture—by the ways of
coping, creating, making and doing that we grew and grow up with. What this means in
Australia is that very many of our habits were formed in the postwar period, the so-called
Long Boom, when Fordism or, locally, Holdenism arrived in the form of suburbia, malls
and car culture, a Californian rather than a European suburbia. The postwar period saw the
arrival of affluence in Australia, or consumer as well as producer society. It witnessed the
consolidation of the two-party political system we are still stuck with and the establishment
of university and health care systems that still frame our present activity. What’s changed
is equally apparent, especially in the last twenty years: an acceleration of everyday life, the
further spread of individualism and neo-liberal tenets, increasing standards of living, and
growing anxiety that we might not be able to sustain them, individually or collectively. If
ours, then, was the age of comfort, it is now the age of anxiety. This is not peculiar to
antipodean modernity, however, but rather is a global challenge facing all societies today.

In one way, nothing much has changed in 150 years. Still racist (like all other countries),
Australia also has claims to be democratic, and it is still dependent on mining, though no
longer on gold alone. Hence its modernity differs from the dominant pattern inherited from
Britain and then exemplified by the United States in the postwar period. Our modernity has
never been primarily industrial, in the sense of steel or machine production in the manner of
Leeds or Sheffield, or mass production in the manner of Detroit or Pittsburgh. Modern we
are, in Australia and New Zealand, but industrial more often with reference to exports from
agriculture or extraction, from the surface or from beneath the earth. Our relation with the
land has always been exploitative, and this is defining,

When Zerra Australis Incognita, the great unknown southland, was merely a figment of
the European imagination—a gap in the map (as in Thévenot’s seventeenth-century map;



see our special feature on alternative maps of Australia, pages 8—11)—it was thought to be
empty, or else populated by strange people or monsters, inhabitants of the Antipodes. These
were not Aborigines, in the European imagination, but others with their feet elsewhere—
literally ‘antipodeans’. The Antipodes were imagined as a world upside down, literally and
metaphorically. After all, if you were in Melbourne, or Perth, you would literally be walking
upside down, or at least this would be the view from the centres, from London or Paris.
Sometimes the Antipodes are viewed as the dirty bits, the parts down-under, where the head
was northern and the genitalia were down south. Even Australian nationalists thought this.
Prime Minister Keating (1991-6) famously referred to our place as the arse end of the earth
(again, we refer you to the alternative maps of Australia on pages 8—11).

For those who loved London, and took their orders there, Australia was bound
to be inferior, convict, uncultured, the crude and dirty bits down there. Those living in
Australia, as it was after 1901, could either accept this view and never feel quite at home or
else could invert it. To invert it would mean valuing this place, our place, and its culture over
the allegedly superior culture of our northern masters. But this attitude was merely turning
around the signs directed to Quality Street.

Neither of these is a satisfactory alternative. To devalue our culture is no more adequate
than to celebrate this place (or New Zealand) as Godzone, God’s Own Country. Self-loathing
and self-congratulation are either lacerative or empty, warm gestures. The point, rather, is
that we have been both European or Western and local or Australian at the same time. We are
formed by our different cultural heritages, and these not only from Europe and now all over
the world, but also from our immediate environments—hot, often dry, inhospitable, austere
and naturally beautiful at the same time—more beautiful than European vision could first
see, or accommodate, both in the fertile crescent and inland. This ambivalence, this sense of
being there, elsewhere, and hete at the same time, we call antipodean.

Australasia as antipodean modernity

What mightitmean to be antipodean? Australia, to our way of thinking, remains antipodean—
in the south and of the north at the same time. The Antipodes, for us, following Bernard
Smith, are better understood as a relationship than as a place. True, we sometimes might
choose to play the old antipodean card, where we enjoy being the rude bits, the vulgar
parts that talk back in sometimes surprising language to those who might choose to style
themselves as our cultural superiors in the north. But more fundamentally, we are of the
north, too, just as the cultures of the north are mutually constituted with those of the south.
Culture does not emanate from place; it does not come out of the ground. It is made by
us and constituted via cultural traffic between places and actors. Sometimes we borrow
ideas or routines from others; sometimes they from us. The cliché, for example, tells us
that world culture emanated from London or Paris, then New York and Hollywood. But all
these loci, and perhaps especially the latter, have acted as magnets or markets for talent that
comes from all around the world (and all around the United States). It is not the place, New
York City or Los Angeles, that makes culture, but the traffic that sucks in talent, ideas and
innovations from all around the globe, including Australia. And the same is true for cities
like Melbourne and Sydney.
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fl antipodean/
antipodes

Literally meaning
‘opposite foot’, the
antipodes are often
thought to be a place
down-under. But it is
better understood as
a set of relationships
between centre and
periphery. Antipodean
relations are mediated
through processes of
cultural traffic. The
flow is two ways: while
centres dominate,
peripheries also
perennially transform
the centres.

I cultural traffic
The movement

and exchange of
values, ideas, beliefs,
mores and products
between two or

more destinations.
Culture moves, and

in its movement it

is transformed.




xxii  Sociology

Il centre/
periphery All
human economic
development is uneven
across cultures, spaces
and societies. World
system theory posits

a strong correlation
between the wealth
and domination of the
metropole and the
poverty and oppression
of the province. The
former is the centre

of the world system,
which both needs

and exploits the
humanity, knowledge
and resources of its
peripheries.

I sociology
Sociology is a modern
discipline concerned
with the study of
society.

I nationalism
Nationalism is the
subjective allegiance
of citizens to a nation
state; it involves an
assertion of shared
values and goals, and
may have an ethnic
or civic basis.

Il nation An
ancient term but
with a peculiar
modern meaning,

the modern nation

is the symbolic and
cultural organisation
of a territory based on
the sovereignty of the
state (and the mutual
recognition of other
states in a modern
nation-state system)
and on the citizenship
and constructed
national identity of
the population living
inside the designated
territory.

If the Antipodes are not a place, as in the old, discredited sense, where the south is
merely derivative of the north, then the idea of the Antipodes also proliferates and pluralises.
Into the twentieth centuty, the Antipodes were often taken to refer to Australasia, to the
trans-Tasman world that connected Australia and New Zealand, and indeed it is difficult to
make sense of Australian life without reference to those New Zealand actors, musicians and
intellectuals who crossed and cross over. But more, and differently, Perth, for example, has
also worked as an antipodes for the east coast of Australia, constructing itself against the
east even as it supplies the eastern cities and the world with talent and personnel—just as
New Zealand is a net exporter not only of agricultural produce but also of people and ideas
to the tune of a million citizens out. Like Tasmania, New Zealand exports raw material and
clever people. The peripheries are vital to the likes, and fortunes, of the centres.

Antipodean sociology

There are, of course, other ways of doing sociology, against which we construct the idea
and project of antipodean sociology. The most powerful, historically, has been nationalist
in cast. It has presumed that Australia can be explained immanently, from within its own
national boundaries, its map (sometimes with Tasmania left off). Often both Australians and
outsiders behave as though Australia is the desert centre, the ‘dead heart’, even though most
of its activity is conducted on the edges. In tourist consciousness, Australia is Uluru and the
sails of the Sydney Opera House. For us, in contrast, it is its cities, suburbs and regions. After
the Second World War, the unintended consequence of internationalism (as in the United
Nations) is the consolidation of the nation state as the imaginary unit of society, politics and
culture. It is as though Australia can be explained out of itself, whereas for us, Australia can
only be explained with reference to its others—Britain, in the beginning, then the United
States, the Mediterranean, South-East Asia, New Zealand and so on.

More recently this older way of thinking has been characterised as methodological
nationalism—the idea that the world consists of more or less discrete organisational units
called nations, which are nations first of all and only then come into interaction with one
another. Methodological nationalism is the creature of twentieth-century nationalism. In
this way of thinking, extended from the legacy of German Romanticism, each nation has its
own distinct language, culture, intellectual tradition, musical canon, national literature and
film industry ... even national social sciences and national sociology. And this is viewed as
good. The idea of antipodean sociology points in another direction. It suggests that, like
writing or rock music, Australian sociology is inflected by its imperial influences, British and
American, but it is also influenced by smaller trends, including, for example, East European
sociology after the seventies, and that our work influences that of others outside as well.
But more, intellectual culture is also subject to regional influences, and this in two senses.
Regions work alongside cities to construct local culture, as in the Murray—Darling Basin. But
regions also operate transnationally, as in the case of the trans-Tasman.

The idea that the peripheries ‘speak back’ to the centres has become popular more
recently. The imagery is limited: it suggests a politics of refusal or resistance rather than of
creation or innovation. Against the claim that there is a dominant imperialist or northern

hegemony that entraps us in the south at every moment, it is now increasingly popular to



claim that we, in Australia, inhabit a global south. Looking sideways is an important aspect
of being antipodean; we need to know what happens in Perth and Christchurch, but also in
Chile and Argentina and South Africa, all of which have similar imperial histories to settler
capitalist cases like Australia. But we also need to look north, not only to the experience
on either side of the Atlantic, but also to other antipodean experiences, like those in the
Philippines, where the levels of cultural traffic have if anything been even more intense. To
be antipodean, in this situation, is necessarily to be ambivalent, here and there, northern and
southern at the same time, and inextricably so.

Relocating sociology

To our way of thinking, nationalism, postcolonialism, southern theory and subaltern
sociologies are necessary but insufficient steps towards an antipodean sociology. But how did
we get to this pass in the long journey of sociology from the nineteenth to the twenty-first
century. Sociology, proverbially, involves the study of society, how we live, how we choose to
live (or not) and how we value some things and persons over others. Sociology is also vitally
concerned with how we know others or project our ignorance onto them. It is curious about
the Janus face of solidarity, about the myriad forms of ‘us and them—how we cooperate
or include others as well as exclude or inflict violence on them or simply express indifference
towards them. In its most elementary sense, sociology therefore focuses on the data and
patterns of everyday life. Our interest is in the games people play, sociologists included.
Humans of any age, like babies, are time-wasters: you can spend hours watching them.
Sociology is constantly challenged by the novel consequences of change itself. Everyday life
is subject to constant change, or acceleration, even to the extent that acceleration expands.
Spend a year away from a city and you will find its physical structure changed; a year away
from your networks and the relationships and actors have changed. Yet, at the same time,
the longer duration of history saturates our settings. Our institutions reach back to cultures
with which we have no direct familiarity, like nineteenth-century Britain or the Greek po/is.
And our everyday cycles connect us all—we work, eat, love, grow up and old, give birth and
die. There is wonder in this anthropological sense of what we share with others across time
and place, as well as astonishment in the shock of the new.

The peculiar character of being modern confers upon us a sense, all the same,
that these worlds are changeable and can be changed by us. When values like democracy,
autonomy or justice are violated, we know it, whether we respond with the weary cynicism
of the worldly wise or the indignant rage of the rebel. In order to make sense of these
wortlds, a degree of comfort is arguably necessary, complemented by a sufficient sense of
discomfort. As sociologists, we, the editors, have a need to be of the world, and not only in
it. We need both to understand and to laugh and cry. We feel a need both to know and to
respect our traditions, especially those that we choose, and to be able to create within them.

As Freud put it, humans need two things: work and love. Both are increasingly
elusive and fragmented. In any case, we need to wonder at our worlds, to experience and to
contemplate the joy and misery of modern times. Our sense, in constructing this book, is
that sociology best begins from everyday life, with reference to place, time and division. This

means choosing a substantive approach to sociology, valuing content rather than methods
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f postcolonial-
ism The movement
towards the
independence of the
former colonies of
Western powers, and
the body of social
theory that describes
oppressor-oppressed
relations shaped by
race and culture in
imperial and post-
imperial contexts
and sites.

I solidarity This
refers to the forms of
sociality and sociability
derived from partners,
families, associations,
networks, movements,
institutions and total
societies that develop
a sense of unity,
common interests,
and mutual support or
recognition.

f anthropology
Anthropology is
comparative sociology,
a study of how

human societies
organise themselves.
Itis interested in the
material cultures

and everyday life of
communities.

[ division The
boundaries and
processes that separate
people from each other
and that emphasise
their differences rather
than bringing them
together on the basis
of similarities.




