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Passage 1 The True Nobility

Passage 1 The True Nobility

In a calm sea every man is a 1 . But all sunshine without
shade, all pleasure without pain, is not life at all. Take the lot of the
happiest—it is a tangled yarn. Bereavements and 2 , one
following another, make us sad and blessed by turns. Even death itself

makes life more loving. Men come closest to their true selves in the

sober moments of life, under the 3 of sorrow and loss.

In the 4 of life or of business, it is not intellect that tells
so much as 5 , not brains so much as heart, not genius so much
as self-control, patience., and 6 , regulated by 7 |

have always believed that the man who has begun to live more
8 within begins to live more simply without. In an age of

extravagance and waste, [ wish I could show to the world how few the

real wants of 9 are. To regret one’s 10 to the point
of not 11 them is true repentance.

There is nothing noble in being 12 some other man. The
true 13 is in being 14 your 15 self.

Points for further thinking and discussion:

1. What do you know about the author Ernest Miller Hemingway?
2. What is the true nobility according to the article? To what degree do

you agree or disagree with it?

o>
%
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3. What is your understanding or interpretation of the true nobility?

R —gi==

. In Chinese expression, “& 51” are always put together. Do you think

they mean the same thing? Why or why not?

. Please comment on “The man who has begun to live more seriously

within begins to live more simply without.”

6. Please comment on “No wants, no needs.”

7. Do you agree that the more noble, the more humble?

8. In the class, the pupils are talking about “What do you want to be

when you grow up?” “Scientist, doctor, lawyer, teacher, engineer...”
are the answers. Then a boy says “I want to be me.” All the others
laugh at him. If you were the teacher, what would you say and what

would you do?



Passage 2 The Genuine Heroes N D)

Passage 2 The Genuine Heroes

Like many of my 1 , I have a weakness for 2 . At
some point, however, we all begin to question our heroes and our need
for them. This leads us to ask: What is a hero?

3 in cultures, heroes around the world generally share a

number of 4 that instruct and 5 people.

A hero does something worth talking about. A hero has a story of

adventure to tell and a 6 who will listen. But a hero goes
beyond 7 fame.

Heroes serve powers or 8 larger than themselves. Like
high voltage 9 ,» heroes take the energy of higher powers and

step it down so that it can be used by ordinary people.

The hero lives a life 10 . Those who imitate a 11
hero experience life with new depth, 12 , and meaning. A
sure test for would be heroes is what or whom do they serve? What are
they willing to live and die for? If the answer or 13 suggests
they serve only their own fame, they may be famous persons but not

heroes. Madonna and Michael Jackson are famous, but who would

claim that their fans find life more 14 ?
Heroes are catalysts for change. They have a 15 from the
mountain top. They have the skill and the charm to 16 . They

create new possibilities. Without Gandhi, India might still be part of the
British Empire. Without Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King, Jr., we might
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still have 17 buses, restaurants, and parks. It may be possible
for 18 to occur without leaders with magnetic 19 )
but the pace of change would be slow, the vision uncertain, and the

20 meetings endless.

Points for further thinking and discussion:

1. What is a hero according to the article?

2. What is your definition of the hero?

3. Do you think the definitions of the hero changes in the past and at
present? How about the people’s attitude toward the heroes?

4. Who do you think young children admire nowadays? Who did your
grandparents or parents admire when they were young?

5. Do you have a favorite idol? Why do you admire him/her most?

6. Who is your favorite film/sports/movie/star? Why do you like him
or her?

7. What kind of people become famous people these days?

8. What are the differences between achievements that make people
famous in the past and at present?

9. Have you heard the song “Hero” by Mariah Carey? Which lines
impress you most?

10. Please comment on the lines “So when you feel like hope is gone,

look inside you and be strong. And you’ll finally see the truth that

a hero lies in you.”
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Passage 3 The Definition of a Gentleman & y.

Passage 3 The Definition of
a Gentleman

Hence it is, that it is almost a 1 of a gentleman, to say he
is one who never inflicts pain. This 2 is both refined and, as
far as it goes, 3 . He is mainly occupied in 4
removing the 5 which 6 the free and unembarrassed

action of those about him; and he concurs with their movements rather
than takes the 7 himself. His benefits may be considered as
parallel to what are called comforts or 8 in arrangements of a
personal nature: like an easy chair or a good fire, which do their part
in dispelling cold and 9 , though nature provides both means
of rest and animal heat without them.

He is never mean or little in his 10 , never takes unfair
advantage, never mistakes 11 or sharp sayings for arguments
or insinuates evil which he dare not say out. From long-sighted
prudence, he observes the maxim of the 12 sage, that we
should ever conduct ourselves towards our enemy as if he were one day
to be our friend.

He has too much good sense to be affronted at insults, he is too
well 13 to remember injuries, and too engaged to bear malice.
He is patient, tolerant, and resigned, on philosophical 14 ; he
submits to pain, because it is inevitable, to the death of family

members, because it is irreparable, and to death, because it is his
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15

If he 16 controversy of any kind, his disciplined intellect
preserves him from the blundering discourtesy of better, though less
educated minds; who, like blunt weapons, tear and hack instead of
cutting clean, who mistake the point in argument, waste their strength
on trifles, misconceive their adversary, and leave the question more
17 than they find it.

He may be right or wrong in his opinion, but he is too clear-
headed to be unjust; he is as simple as he is forcible, and as brief as he
is decisive. Nowhere shall we find greater candor, 18 )
indulgence: he throws himself into the minds of his opponents, he
19 their mistakes. He knows the weakness of human reason as

well as its 20 , its province and its limits.

Points for further thinking and discussion:

1. What kind of people can be regarded as gentlemen according to the
article? What is your definition of the gentleman?

2. What typical features or characters does a gentleman have in your
opinion?

3. Who is/are the real gentleman/gentlemen in your mind? Please say
something about him/them.

4. Have you read the book or watched the movie Pride and Prejudice? How

do you think about Mr. Darcy? Is he a gentleman?
. In your opinion what a gentleman value most in his life?
. What can be done to help build and cultivate people’s character?

. How will you explain Chinese “F F” to foreign friends?

o N oy O

. In your opinion, what the similarities and differences are between

the English “gentleman” and Chinese “F +77



