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Preface

During the past decade, substantial work has been done on the male accessory
sex glands. Since the observations have been published in many different journals,
it seemed appropriate to bring together and summarize some of the pertinent
findings in a single volume.

Fifty-eight scientists and clinicians from fourteen countries have contributed
to this book. They have reviewed the literature and presented their own, new
observations on the developmental, anatomical, physiological, biochemical,
pathological, immunological and surgical aspects of human male accessory sex
gland structure and function. In addition, several contributors have evaluated
the usefulness of certain animals as models for systematically studying specific
aspects of accessory gland function and disease.

It is our hope that this volume will serve as a useful summary and reference for
those working in this area — that it will encourage further research on the role of
these glands in human reproduction, the maintenance of health, and the preven-
tion and treatment of diseases of men throughout the world.

The editors thank the contributors for their enthusiasm, cooperation and
meticulous writing of the chapters. We warmly thank Dr. Donald C. Goodman,
the Department of Anatomy, State University of New York, Upstate Medical
Center, Syracuse for his encouragement, and for providing the necessary secre-
tarial and financial aid to undertake this venture. The support of the Departments
of Obstetrics and Gynecology and Physiology of Wayne State University School
of Medicine, Detroit and the assistance from the staff of Elsevier/North-Holland
Biomedical Press are gratefully acknowledged. The cheerful cooperation of
Nancy Wood, Barbara Hunt, Rita Franklin, Helen Hoff, Margaret Apellaniz,
Marilyn Bush and Carol Hill, who helped us type and assemble the volume, is
most deeply appreciated.

Elinor Spring-Mills, Syracuse, New York

and
E.S.E. Hafez, Detroit, Michigan
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