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Most of the readers of this book are among the world’s privileged people—those who have
enough to eat, a comfortable place to sleep, and who have the special opportunity to study the

buman condition. I offer this book in the hope that it will stimulate thinking about the state of
our world as well as action toward making it a better place.

@M.aw



ey 3 7 ———
o GREENLAN)D’LB 3 b -

2 e

Median Age at Death
- 75 years or older
[ 60074 years

o+ ] 1010 29 years
[Jotosyears
[] pata not avaitable

o 4 "']:‘ P Em S B e i

L """ ANTARCTICA

A WORLD OF DIFFERENCES

Global Map 1-1

Global Map 4-1

Global Map 6-1

Global Map 8-1

Global Map 8-2

Global Map 10-1
Global Map 11-1
Global Map 12-1
Global Map 14-1
Global Map 15-1
Global Map 16-1
Global Map 16-2
Global Map 16-3
Global Map 17-1
Global Map 17-2
Global Map 18-1
Global Map 18-2

XVI

Median Age at Death around the World 10
Women’s Power around the World 87

Capital Punishment around the World 151
Prostitution around the World 203

HIV Infections around the World 208

Infant Mortality around the World 246
Economic Systems around the World 276
Personal Computers around the World 312
Literacy around the World 347

Urbanization around the World 383
Population Growth around the World 400
Economic Development around the World 406
Prosperity and Stagnation around the World 416
Energy Consumption around the World 425
Water Consumption around the World 432
Armed Conflicts around the World, 2002 449
Nuclear Weapons around the World 454



MAPS XVii

MASSACHUSETTS

‘RHODE ISLAND
CONNECTICUT
INEW JERSEY

DELAWARE
9% MARYLAND

Carbon Monoxide
Pollution

- Very high
I High
[ Average
B Low
[ Very low

A NATION OF DIVERSITY

National Map 2-1
National Map 3-1
National Map 3-2

National Map 4-1
National Map 5-1
National Map 6-1
National Map 6-2
National Map 7-1
National Map 8-1
National Map 9-1
National Map 10-1
National Map 11-1
National Map 12-1
National Map 13-1
National Map 14-1
National Map 15-1
National Map 17-1

Per Capita Income across the United States 36
Where the Minority-Majority Already Exists 60

The Concentration of Hispanics/Latinos, African Americans, and Asian
Americans, by County, 2000 68

Women’s Political Power across the United States 91

The Elderly Population across the United States 115

The Risk of Violent Crime across the United States 142
Inmates on Death Row across the United States 153

Who’s Packin’? Concealed Weapon Laws across the United States
205

178
Teenage Pregnancy Rates across the United States
223
256

Cigarette Smoking across the United States
Patterns of Health across the United States
Voter Turnout across the United States 283
Internet Access across the United States 313

Divorce across the United States 332

Public School Teachers’ Pay across the United States 360
Population Change across the United States, 1990-2000 381
Air Pollution across the United States 433



The United States: A Land of Poor Children 35

An Undeserved Handout? The Truth about Welfare 42
Nursing Home Abuse: What Should Be Done? 120

Stalking: Prelude to Violence 139

The Death Penalty: Is Justice Served? 153

Child Sexual Abusers: Step Forward 173

Does the Government Fund Obscenity? 200

“Pregnancy Police”: Solution or Problem? 231

The Price of Life: Sometimes Out of Reach 254

Corporate Welfare: Government Handouts for Big Business 278
Should You Prepare a Premarital Agreement? 333

The “Savage Inequalities” of Schooling in the United States 355
It’s More than Talk: The Politics of Bilingual Education 358
When Work Disappears: Can We Rescue the Inner City? 376
Contraception: One Key to Controlling Population 398

The Environmental Movement: How Far Will You Go? 440
The USA PATRIOT Act: Are We More Secure? Less Free? 461

Thinkmg

C. Wright Mills: Turning Personal Troubles into Social Issues 3
The Study of Social Problems: Science? Politics? Or Both? 17
“Haves” and “Have-Nots”: Is Income Inequality a Problem? 30
The Minority-Majority Debate 61

Attitudes toward Race and Intelligence 71

Marriage: Life Gets Better (But for Whom?) 89

Beauty: What's It Really About? 98

Is Aging a Disease? 118

Media-Based Violence: Playing Out a Fantasy? 176

Ruby Ridge and Waco: The View from the Far Right 185

XVl



BoXxEs

Sex and Violence: Linked by Culture 201

The Drug Wars: Safer Streets or Police State? 236
Who’s in Favor of “Big Government”? Everybody! 290
Low-Wage Jobs: On (Not) Getting By in America 302
Five Stereotypes about African American Families 328
Dropping Out: Sometimes an Epidemic 353

Women in the Military: An Equal Right to Kill? 462

A Global Pers pective

233

The Global Village: Problems around the World 9

Female Genital Mutilation: Using Violence to Control Women 96

Will the Golden Years Lose Their Glow? A Report from Japan 113

Organized Crime: All over the World 148

The Social Roots of AIDS: Poverty, Culture, and Gender 248

Why Capitalism Does Not Necessarily Mean Democracy: The Case of Saudi Arabia 277
World-Class Poverty: A Visit to Manila’s Smokey Mountain 382

Can Too Few People Be a Problem? The Case of Japan 401

Sweatshop Safety: How Much Is a Life Worth? 415

Turning the Tide: Reclaiming Solid Waste in Egypt 431

Personal Stories

The Reality of Poverty: Living on the Edge 33

A Hospice Volunteer: “I Take Away More than I Give” 127

Rape: Memories That Don’t Go Away 141

Police Abuse of Power: When Violence Wears a Badge 170

“My Life Is Gone”: One Crank User’s Story 225
Deinstitutionalization: When Good Intentions Have Bad Results 264
“You Can’t Take Pride in Your Job Anymore” 305

Dying for Foster Care 330

Choosing a Better School: “The Best Feeling” 365

Children in Combat: Not Too Young to Kill 452

XIX



PRE FACE

As this second edition of Social Problems is being pub-
lished, the United States is in the midst of a presi-
dential election campaign. Every day we hear the
presidential candidates making claims about what is
wrong with the United States (the “problems”) and
what we need to do to fix things (the “solutions”).
Politics is an arena of competing claims about prob-
lems and solutions.

Almost everyone would agree that the outcome
of such a contest makes a difference in shaping the
kind of society—and world—in which we will live.
Yet surveys tell us that most young people on cam-
puses throughout the United States are not very in-
terested in today’s issues and that they rarely discuss
politics. In fact, only about one-third of young
women and men who are eligible even bother to cast
a vote.

The discipline of sociology offers one way to
connect people to the world of political ideas and
action. For decades, U.S. colleges and universities
have offered a course, typically titled “Social Prob-
lems,” that applies the perspective, theory, and re-
search findings of the discipline to current issues.
Social Problems is a text that brings these issues to life
in a most effective way.

CONNECTING TO PoLITICS

The general purpose of this book is to connect read-
ers with the political issues in the world around
them. This is an important goal because politics mat-
ters. The candidates running for office in the Unit-
ed States represent a wide range of political
positions—conservative, liberal, and left—each of
which seeks a distinctive type of society. It is the re-
sponsibility of everyone as a citizen to learn enough
about political issues to make a decision about which
visions are worthy of support and then to become
engaged in the political process, perhaps by speak-
ing out, perhaps by volunteering in a campaign, per-
haps by offering financial support, and certainly by
voting.

Social Problems, Second Edition, does more than
simply urge people to become politically active cit-
izens. It explains what politics is all about. Beginning
with Chapter 1 (“Studying Social Problems”), this
text helps students understand the attitudes and
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values that define the conservative, liberal, and
radical-left positions on the political spectrum. In
every chapter that follows, these political points of
view are applied to dozens of issues—from wealth
and poverty in the United States to terrorism and
war around the world—so that students become able
to engage and analyze new issues on their own.

Politics involves several points of view. This text
presents multiple political positions for four reasons.
First, all are part of the political debate that goes on
throughout the United States. Second, no one can
formulate personal political beliefs with any convic-
tion without understanding the arguments of those
who disagree. In other words, in order to be, say, a
good liberal, someone needs to understand not just
liberal principles but the conservative and radical
positions as well. Third, although anyone is likely
to favor one position over others, each position of-
fers some measure of truth. Fourth, by representing
various political positions, this text invites all stu-
dents to share their ideas, encouraging more lively
class discussion.

THE SOCIAL-CONSTRUCTIONIST
APPROACH

The most important reason to “put the politics in”
when teaching a social problems course is that pol-
itics is the process by which segments of society de-
fine social problems. By incorporating politics (along
with theory) as a foundation, this text differs from all
the others in a basic and exciting way: Rather than
using one (explicit or implicit) point of view that pre-
sents a sequence of “problems” and a sequence of
“solutions” (as if everyone agreed on what these are),
Social Problems, Second Edition, employs a multiper-
spective, social-constructionist approach.

With this approach, Social Problems focuses at-
tention on how and why certain issues come to be
defined as problems in the first place. Issues such as
gender inequality, domestic violence, and AIDS have
become defined as social problems only recently and
as the result of social movements that have gained
wide public support. Sometimes, as in the case of
the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, specific
events quickly thrust a new problem to the top of
our national concerns.



Another benefit of the social-constructionist ap-
proach is alerting students to the fact that a society
may not define something as a problem, even when it
causes great harm to many people. As an example,
Chapter 9 (“Alcohol and Other Drugs”) points out
that, although cigarette smoking results in more than
400,000 premature deaths in the United States each
year—more than 100 times the September 11, 2001,
death toll—tobacco use has yet to be defined as a se-
rious social problem.

The social-constructionist approach also pro-
vides historical insights. As Chapter 4 (“Gender In-
equality”) explains, women a century ago had so few
rights and opportunities that they lived as second-
class citizens. But, back then, few people defined
women and men as social equals; as a result, gender
inequality was not widely defined as a social prob-
lem. Today’s society, by contrast, has far greater gen-
der equahty Yet, because most people expect women
and men to have the same rights and opportunities,
the inequalities that remain (even though they are
much smaller today) are widely defined as a prob-
lem in need of a solution.

In sum, a social-constructionist approach is an
excellent strategy for demonstrating the role of pol-
itics in the process of defining social problems and
creating solutions.

FACcTS—AND THEORY, TOO

Politics is not all there is to social problems. The dis-
cipline of sociology offers both hard facts and theo-
retical analysis of today’s issues and controversies. In
Chapter 2 (“Poverty and Wealth”), the analysis of
poverty begins with important facts: How many poor
people are there? What categories of the population
are at greatest risk of poverty? Why, according to pub-
lic opinion, are people poor? In addition, all chapters
in Social Problems, Second Edition, contain theoretical
analysis—guided by the structural-functional, symbolic-
interaction, and social-conflict approaches. Theoret-
ical analysis helps students understand the causes and
consequences of poverty, gender inequality, crime, and
other issues defined as problems today.

THiIS TEXT AND WEB SITE

This text offers many ways to learn, because it is the
heart of a complete learning package. Accompanying
the textbook is a content-rich Companion Website™
that provides powerful support for learning and which
is provided at no additional cost to the student. This
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Companion Website ™ offers an interactive study
guide with many helpful tools, including chapter
quizzes, interactive maps, roll-over graphics, links to
hundreds of Web sites, and self-grading practice tests
for all the chapters of the book. To reach the Web
site, go to http://www.prenhall.com/macionis and
click on the cover of this book.

The textbook and the Companion Website ™
work together to make learning come alive. We in-
vite you to examine them both!

THE ORGANIZATION
OF SociAL PROBLEMS

Part I of this book, “Sociology and Social Prob-
lems,” introduces students to the discipline of soci-
ologv and to the study of social problems. Chapter 1
(“Studying Social Problems”) defines social prob-
lems and applies sociology’s distinctive perspective to
their study. It also acquaints students with commonly
used methods for gathering facts and information,
and illustrates the use of sociology’s major theoret-
ical approaches. In addition, this chapter explains
the social construction of problems and solutions,
highlighting the process of “claims making.” The
chapter explains the role of politics in this process,
describes the various points on the political spec-
trum, and identifies what type of people are likely
to hold particular points of view.

Part II addresses “Problems of Social Inequal-
ity.” Chapter 2 (“Poverty and Wealth”) explores the
distribution of poverty and wealth in the United
States, tracks trends in economic inequality, profiles
the rich and the poor, highlights the challenges faced
by low-income people, and examines the welfare sys-
tem past and present. As in every chapter, conserv-
ative, liberal, and radical perspectives on economic
inequality are included. Chapter 3 (“Racial and Eth-
nic Inequality”) tackles two other dimensions of in-
equality—race and ethnicity. This chapter explains
how societies construct racial and ethnic categories,
explains the concept of “minority,” surveys the social
standing of various racial and ethnic categories of
the U.S. population, and investigates the causes and
consequences of prejudice and discrimination.
Chapter 4 (“Gender Inequality”) explains how soci-
eties construct gender and how gender distinctions
are evident in the operation of the economy, the
family, and the other social institutions; it notes the
importance of gender as a dimension of social strat-
ification, traces the feminist movement in the Unit-
ed States, and invites students to voice their opinions
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about all the political controversies involving gen-
der. Chapter 5 (“Aging and Inequality”) spotlights
aging and inequality, explains how societies con-
struct old age, examines the increasing share of
older people in the United States, and provides both
theoretical and political analysis of numerous issues
linked to growing old, including social isolation,
ageism, crime, poverty, poor housing, inadequate
medical care, and the necessity of facing up to the
ultimate reality of death.

Part III (“Problems of Deviance, Conformity,
and Well-Being”) begins with Chapter 6 (“Crime
and Criminal Justice”), which explains how and why
societies construct criminal law and how certain acts
come to be defined as criminal. It uses crime statis-
tics to track the extent of both violent and property
crime and to profile “street” criminals. The chapter
analyzes various types of crime, including juvenile
delinquency, hate crime, white-collar crime, corpo-
rate crime, organized crime, and victimless crime,
and concludes by surveying the operation of the po-
lice, courts, and correction system. As always, analy-
sis reflects both sociological theory and various
political perspectives. Chapter 7 (“Violence”) ex-
tends this discussion, explaining how societies de-
fine some types of violence as necessary or even
honorable while outlawing others. The chapter ex-
plores factors linked to criminal and family violence,
including the influence of the mass media, poverty,
drugs, gangs, and easy availability of guns. Chapter 8
(“Sexuality”) explores sexuality as a biological process
and as a cultural construction, then tackles polit-
ical controversies surrounding sexual orientation,
pornography, sexual harassment, prostitution, teenage
pregnancy, abortion, and sexually transmitted dis-
eases. Chapter 9 (“Alcohol and Other Drugs”) be-
gins by defining the concept “drugs,” and goes on
to examine how and why U.S. society endorses use
of some drugs while outlawing the use of others. The
chapter surveys the extent of alcohol and other drug
use, discusses the link between drug abuse and prob-
lems of family life, homelessness, poor health, crime,
and poverty, and concludes with theoretical and po-
litical analysis of drug abuse and policy responses.
Chapter 10 (“Physical and Mental Health”) begins
with a global survey of human health and health care
policies, highlighting how societies define being
“healthy.” The chapter investigates the U.S. health
care system with an eye toward who has access to
health care and who does not, surveys the challenges
and policies relating to physical disabilities, and ex-
plains how U.S. society defines, and deals with, men-
tal illness.

In Part IV (“Problems of Social Institutions”),
Chapter 11 (“Economy and Politics”) leads off in-
vestigating the economic and political systems by
which U.S. society defines a just distribution of
wealth and power. The chapter highlights the oper-
ation of corporations and the power of money to di-
rect political life, and offers theoretical and political
analysis of the U.S. political economy. Chapter 12
(“Work and the Workplace”) explains the effects of
the Information Revolution, deindustrialization, and
the globalization of the economy on the U.S. labor
force. The chapter identifies various workplace haz-
ards, investigates unemployment during the recent
economic downturn, and explores the experience of
alienation and the rise of low-skill “McJobs” and
temporary work. The chapter also discusses work-
place barriers faced by women and other minorities
and the decline of unions. There is theoretical and
political analysis of all the issues. Chapter 13 (“Fam-
ily Life”) begins with a look at the changing defini-
tions of “family,” and then highlights current
controversies surrounding cohabitation, single-
parenting, work and family conflicts, child care, di-
vorce, gay and lesbian families, and new reproduc-
tive technology. Chapter 14 (“Education”) explains
why societies come to define schooling as necessary
and surveys educational inequality in the United
States. Both theoretical and political analysis high-
light issues including the performance of U.S.
schools, dropping out, illiteracy, racial segregation,
unequal funding, tracking, violence, schooling peo-
ple with disabilities, and the challenges of schooling
an increasingly diverse student population. Chapter
15 (“Urban Life”) begins by surveying the changing
problems faced by urbanites over the course of U.S.
history, then tackles current issues including fiscal
problems of today’s cities, urban sprawl, urban
poverty, urban housing, urban homelessness, and the
uneven growth of Snowbelt and Sunbelt cities.

Part V (“Global Problems”) begins with
Chapter 16 (“Population and Global Inequality”),
which charts the planet’s population increase as well
as trends in fertility and mortality around the world.
"The chapter also analyzes global poverty and hunger,
with special focus on women and children, and dis-
cusses the continued existence of slavery. Various
theoretical and political perspectives assess the like-
ly future of global inequality. Chapter 17 (“Tech-
nology and the Environment”) explores the
emergence of the natural environment as a social
problem. The chapter explains how technological
advances, cultural patterns, and levels of consump-
tion set the stage for environmental issues such as



solid waste disposal, availability of fresh water, air
pollution, diminishing rain forests, and global warm-
ing. Finally, Chapter 18 (“War and Terrorism”) pre-
sents causes and consequences of war, explores the
changing nature of warfare over time, tracks the
spread of nuclear weapons, discusses the use of chil-
dren as soldiers around the world, and explores
strategies for peace. The chapter then provides the-
oretical and political analysis of terrorism as a new
form of warfare.

ESTABLISHED FEATURES
OF SOcCIAL PROBLEMS

Social Problems has achieved remarkable success based
on a combination of features found in no other text:

A writing style students say they love This text
excites students, motivating them to read the book—
even beyond their assignments. The best evidence of
this comes from the students themselves. Here are
recent e-mail comments from students about the au-
thor’s texts:

I have just completed a class at [a Georgia college]
using the book, Social Problems. It is an incredibly
well-written book. I enjoyed the various points of
view you included within the chapters.

I am using your Social Problems textbook for my soci-
ology course. I have never had a better book. It’s so
easy to follow. The stories and extra highlights are very
interesting and I love to read them. It’s a great book!

I’'m a college student in California and my sociolo-
gy class used your book. It was by far the best text-
book I have ever used. I actually liked to read it for
pleasure as well as to study; anyway, just wanted to
say it was great.

Thanks for writing such a brilliant book. It has
sparked my sociological imagination. This was the
first textbook that I have ever read completely and
enjoyed. From the moment that I picked the book up

I started reading nonstop.

I am a sociology major and my department and I live
by your textbook. I just wanted to tell you that writ-
ing it was definitely a stroke of genius. You did a
great job. I appreciate the time and effort you put
into the book and I just wanted to let you know that
you have touched a student across the United States.

I have read four chapters ahead; it’s like a good novel
I can’t put down! I just wanted to say thank you.

I have been in college for three years now and I have
not found a book as remarkable and thought-
provoking as your text.
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Your book is extremely well written and very inter-
esting. I find myself reading it for pleasure, some-
thing I have never done with college texts. It is going
to be the only collegiate textbook that I ever keep
simply to read on my own. I am also thinking of pick-
ing up sociology as my minor due to the fact that
I have enjoyed the class as well as the text so
much. Your writing has my highest praise and ut-
most appreciation.

I am taking a sociology class using your book and I
have told my professor it is the best textbook that
I have ever seen, bar none. I’ve told her as well that
I will be more than happy to take more sociology
classes as long as there is a Macionis text to go with
them.

As an instructor, I can report that my students ab-
solutely loved the Social Problems text. It is so read-
able, so clear, so colorful, so inviting. Their feedback
made me glad I spent so much time choosing the
best book for the course.

Dude, your book rocks!

A social-constructionist approach  As we have ex-
plained, politics is the process by which a society
debates and defines social problems and their solu-
tions. This text “puts the politics in” with its social-
constructionist approach that explains how societies
come to define situations as social problems. Looking
more closely, we also see how people’s position on the
political spectrum leads them to define certain issues
as “problems” and certain policies as “solutions.”

In every chapter, readers will find a major sec-
tion titled “Politics: Constructing Problems and
Defining Solutions.” This discussion applies the po-
litical perspectives of conservatives, liberals, and rad-
icals to the topic at hand. Doing this is an experience
rather like (and here I am afraid I reveal my age)
switching a sound system from “mono” to “stereo,”
because it adds new breadth as well as depth to po-
litical debates. By including multiple political per-
spectives, we encourage all students to become part
of the debate and develop their own positions as they
learn from others. Each chapter has a “Left to Right”
table that summarizes the way the various political
perspectives construct problems and define solutions.

Theoretical analysis in every chapter Just as
the world of politics involves different ways of look-
ing at issues and events, so the discipline of sociolo-
gy makes use of different theoretical approaches.
The chapters of Social Problems, Second Edition, apply
three major theoretical approaches—the structural-
functional, symbolic-interaction, and social-conflict
approaches. Each approach calls attention to different
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facts and provides worthwhile insights into the is-
sues at hand.

Emphasis on critical thinking Presenting stu-
dents with different ways of thinking about issues is
the best way to develop their critical-thinking abil-
ities. In addition to its emphasis on political and the-
oretical analysis, this text uses a number of features
to sharpen critical-thinking skills. These include
Critical Evaluation sections following each theoret-
ical discussion that point up the important contri-
butions and limitations of that theoretical approach;
Issues and Exercises questions at the end of each of
the theme boxes that encourage students to formu-
late their own opinions about the issue at hand; a se-
ries of Thinking Critically: Questions and Issues
items at the end of each chapter that prompts stu-
dents to apply what they have learned; finally, many
of the captions that accompany photographs and
maps include thought-provoking questions that
challenge students to actively engage the issues.

A focus on policy  Social Problems, Second Edition, is
a text that focuses not only on problems but also on
solutions. Therefore, a large part of every chapter
of the text is devoted to social policy. The politics
sections that conclude every chapter critically con-
sider the policy approaches favored by conservatives,
liberals, and radicals. In addition, a series of eighteen
“Social Policy” boxes spread throughout the book
provide multiple perspectives on important issues.

A national and global focus  Social Problems, Second
Edition, takes both a national and a global focus. The
two often go together, because looking at issues in
international scope can suggest different ways to de-
fine problems and solutions. For example, most other
high-income countries consider poverty to be a more
significant problem than we do here in the United
States, and their governments also do more to re-
duce economic inequality. Such comparisons, clear-
ly, spark questions about why and stimulate students
to think about how a condition that many people in
this country define as “natural” could be defined as
a “problem” by most people in another country.

Second, many issues are naturally global in
scope. Population increase, hunger, the state of the
natural environment, war, and terrorism are issues
that must be studied in a global context and that de-
mand global responses.

Readers will find information about not only the
United States but also other countries in every chap-
ter of this book. In addition, to help students learn
more about the rest of the world, the text contains a

series of ten A Global Perspective theme boxes, eigh-
teen A World of Differences global maps, and nu-
merous Dimensions of Difference comparison
figures spread throughout the text.

National and global maps  Social Problems, Second
Edition, includes thirty-four specially constructed so-
ciological maps that engage students as they convey
important information.

Seventeen A Nation of Diversity national maps
highlight the state-by-state or county-by-county di-
versity of the United States with regard to such is-
sues as poverty rates, life expectancy, divorce rates,
air quality, voter apathy, popularity of cigarette
smoking, access to personal computers, school
dropout rates, the legality of carrying concealed
weapons, the number of death row inmates, the ge-
ographical distribution of African American, Asian
American, and Hispanic American people, total mi-
nority population, and other issues of interest.

In addition, seventeen A World of Differences
global maps illustrate the planet’s diversity with re-
gard to women’s political power, child labor, the size
of the elderly population, the death penalty, prosti-
tution, life expectancy, infant mortality, access to
physicians, access to personal computers, extent of
schooling, energy consumption, current military
conflicts, and other issues of interest.

Boxes that highlight themes of the text Socia/
Problems, Second Edition, includes three or four boxes
per chapter that highlight important themes. These
include Critical Thinking boxes, which help students
to assess arguments and form their own opinions;
Social Policy boxes, which focus on controversial
laws and public policies from different points of
view; A Global Perspective boxes, which provides
international comparisons of important issues; and
Personal Stories boxes, in which individuals describe
social issues in terms of their own life experiences.

“A Defining Moment” New to this edition are
the A Defining Moment box features in each
chapter, which highlight a person or event that
changed the way U.S. society looked at the particu-

lar social issue covered in that chapter.

A celebration of social diversity In its pho-
tographs, maps, boxes, and coverage of issues, this
text reflects the social diversity of the United States
and the larger world. It makes special efforts to in-
clude the voices of all people—women and men, old
and young, African American, Asian American, and
those of Latino and European heritage—just as it
presents all political points of view. In addition, while



recognizing that some categories of the U.S. popu-
lation face many more challenges than others, this
text is careful to avoid treating minority populations
as “problems” in and of themselves.

Engaging features that enhance learning This
text provides a number of features that raise student
interest and enhance learning. Getting the Picture is
a listing of three or four facts on the opening page
of each chapter that spark student interest. A chapter-
opening vignette at the beginning of each chapter
presents a real-world situation that generates inter-
est and illustrates an important theme. Issues and
Exercises questions and activities accompany every
box in the text. At the end of each chapter, there are
a number of helpful tools: A Chapter Summary
highlights key facts and arguments and helps stu-
dents assess their comprehension; a list of Key Con-
cepts with clear definitions and page numbers helps
students review (a full listing of concepts appears in
the Glossary at the end of the book); Thinking Crit-
ically: Questions and Issues encourages students to
form their own opinions and apply the chapter’s
lessons to new situations; Getting Involved: Learn-
ing Activities includes four suggestions for easy and
worthwhile learning projects; Getting Connected:
Useful Web Links are selected Internet sites that
help students learn more about a topic; Getting
Started on Your Own: Research Navigator™ is a
new search engine that allows students to search
journals, popular publications, and The New York
Times by topic.

Recent research and the latest data All Macio-
nis texts provide the most up-to-date content possi-
ble. Current events are used to illustrate important
ideas throughout the book. All the statistical data
are the most recent available. And the author reviews
dozens of scholarly journals as well as government
publications and Web pages to ensure that more
than this book stands at the cutting edge of today’s
scholarship and political debates.

WHAT’S NEwW
IN THE SECOND EDITION

The second edition of Social Problems represents a
major revision of the book, and includes numerous
changes and additions. The most significant changes
are listed below.

“A Defining Moment” box features “A Defining
Moment” refers to a person or event that went a long
way to shaping the way we in the United States today
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define a social problem. In this revision, each chap-
ter contains an A Defining Moment box feature that
points to an important historical change.

Chapter 1~ Ryan White: Changing the Face of
AIDS

Chapter 2 U.S. Society Discovers Poverty

Chapter 3 Rosa Parks: Saying No to Segregation

Chapter 4  Elizabeth Cady Stanton: Claiming
Women’s Right to Equality

Chapter 5 Dr. Jack Kevorkian: Changing Our
Ideas about Death

Chapter 6  Ralph Nader: Making Corporations
More Accountable

Chapter 7 U.S. Society Discovers Child Abuse

Chapter 8  Alfred Kinsey: Talking Openly about
Scx

Chapter 9 Bill Wilson: Alcoholics Can Learn to
Be Sober

Chapter 10 Dorothea Dix: Changing Society’s
View of People with Mental Illnesses

Chapter 11 Doris Haddock: Sparking a Move-
ment for Campaign Finance Reform

Chapter 12 Eugene Debs: Standing Up for the
Union

Chapter 13 Axil and Eigil Axgil: Changing the
Marriage Rules

Chapter 14 Linda Brown: Fighting to Desegregate
the Schools

Chapter 15 Jacob Riis: Revealing the Horror of
the Tenements

Chapter 16 Thomas Robert Malthus: Claiming
Population Is a Problem

Chapter 17 Rachel Carson: Sounding an Environ-
mental Wake-Up Call

Chapter 18 Mohandas Gandhi: Spreading a Mes-

sage of Peace

These A Defining Moment box features not
only teach students about important turning points
in the way society defines social problems. They also
illustrate the power of individuals to make a differ-
ence in the United States and the world.

More on claims making Since the first edition of
Social Problems was published, the concept of claims
making has gained importance in the field. This
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revision applies this concept, beginning in Chap-
ter 1, expanding and strengthening the social-
constructionist approach.

Rewriting for clarity and interest This revision
in not simply updated in some places. It has been
rewritten throughout in order to make the material
as clear as possible and to boost reader interest.

More global material This revision includes an
increase in the amount of global material. This in-
crease is reflected in new chapter-opening vignettes,
updated A World of Differences global maps, and
also the new Dimensions of Difference figures found
in most chapters.

The latest research Most instructors simply do
not have the time to read all the sociological journals.
By using Social Problems, Second Edition, students ben-
efit from the latest research and developments in the
field. This revision has been thoroughly updated
from cover to cover: It contains almost 400 new re-
search citations; a majority of the citations found in
the text represent work published since 2000.

Web links The text encourages students to learn
on their own through the new series of Web links
that point to Internet sites relevant to the text dis-
cussion. There are four or five of these links
throughout each chapter; in addition, at the end of
each chapter is a list of five or six sites, with annota-
tions, under the “Getting Connected: Useful Web
Links” heading.

Research Navigator™  Social Problems, Second
Edition, offers students a powerful new learning tool—
Research Navigator™. This set of search engines—
available at http://www.researchnavigator.com—can
be easily accessed with the passcode that is included
with every new copy of this textbook. By choosing
relevant disciplines and entering keywords, the user
can research topics through the ContentSelect™
database (powered by EBSCO), which includes more
than 150 scholarly journals. In addition, The New York
Times and Financial Times search engines do topic
searches of all their issues published within the last
eighteen months.

Updating in every chapter Finally, every chap-
ter has new material. Here is a chapter-by-chapter
listing of what’s new in Social Problems, Second Edition:

Chapter 1: Studying Social Problems A new
chapter-opening vignette describes the extent of
obesity in the United States, which results in 300,000

premature deaths each year; there is new discussion
of claims-making, part of an expanded focus on
the social construction of social problems; a new fig-
ure analyzes the interplay of objective facts and sub-
jective perceptions of situations; a new A Defining
Moment feature describes the life and death of Ryan
White, who helped define AIDS as everyone’s prob-
lem; there are updates on all statistics and public-
opinion poll data.

Chapter 2: Poverty and Wealth A new chapter-
opening vignette describes the struggle facing peo-
ple living in the poorest county in the United States;
a new section discusses intersection theory, illustrat-
ing the multiple disadvantages attached to race, eth-
nicity, and gender; a new A Defining Moment box
describes how presidents Roosevelt and Johnson
led the country to define poverty as a national prob-
lem; there is a new discussion of political alienation
among the poor; all data on the social standing of the
U.S. population, distribution of income and wealth,
and poverty rates are the latest available.

Chapter 3: Racial and Ethnic Inequality An ex-
panded chapter opening describes the practice of
racial profiling by police; new research discusses the
social construction of race; the chapter contains a
new section on multiracial people; a new A Defin-
ing Moment feature describes how Rosa Parks
sparked a social movement to end desegregation of
public transportation; a new discussion of prejudice
includes recent data collected from college students
in an updated social distance study modeled on clas-
sic research by Emory Bogardus; new statistics pro-
vide the latest on racial and ethnic inequality as
well as the size and social standing of major minor-
ity categories.

Chapter 4: Gender Inequality A new A World
of Differences global map provides data on the rel-
ative power of women and men around the world; a
new section explores the status of women in the U.S.
military; a new A Global Perspective box describes
the practice of female genital mutilation in Africa,
the Middle East, and the United States; a new A
Defining Moment feature describes the efforts of
Elizabeth Cady Stanton to challenge gender strati-
fication; the latest survey research and government
statistical data document the social standing of U.S.
women, citing gender breakdowns in income and
types of employment, and demonstrating the con-
tinuing presence of the glass ceiling in the corporate
world.

Chapter 5: Aging and Inequality A new chapter-
opening vignette highlights the plight of many of
today’s older people who lost much of their savings in
the recent economic recession; there is an updated A

World of Differences global map on child labor; find



an updated A Nation of Diversity map on the elder-
ly population; there is an updated discussion of
intersection theory highlighting the combined
disadvantages faced by people in minority categories
who reach old age; there is more detail about the
causes of elder abuse; a new discussion highlights the
growing need for elder caregiving; find statistical up-
dates on the social standing of seniors in the United
States; a new A Defining Moment feature describes
how Dr. Jack Kevorkian pushed the right-to-die
movement onto the national stage; there is a new sec-
tion on the hospice movement including a new Per-
sonal Stories box describing the work of one hospice
volunteer.

Chapter 6: Crime and Criminal Justice A new
chapter-opening vignette explores recent cases of cor-
porate crime, explaining that the costs involved far
exceed that of ordinary property crime; a new A
Defining Moment feature highlights Ralph Nader’s
efforts to make corporations more accountable to the
public; a new section describes the principle of due
process that underlies the criminal justice system; an
updated global map shows which nations make use
of capital punishment; this chapter now includes
completely new sections on community-based cor-
rections, including probation and parole.

Chapter 7: Violence A new chapter-opening
vignette relates the story of the 2003 “Beltway
snipers,” who shot twenty-one people in and around
the nation’s capital; a new A Defining Moment fea-
ture explains how one Colorado doctor helped define
child abuse as a social problem; new data identify the
most violent television shows and movies; and a new
Social Policy box describes education programs to
assist adults who have engaged in the sexual abuse
of children.

Chapter 8: Sexuality A new chapter-opening
vignette describes the 2003 decision of the U.S.
Supreme Court striking down a Texas sodomy law,
which helped expand tolerance toward homosexual-
ity and offered legal support for gay marriage; a new
A Defining Moment feature profiles the work of Al-
fred Kinsey in establishing sex as a legitimate topic
of social research; a new section provides the latest
on gay marriage; there is an update on public sup-
port for abortion under various circumstances; a new
Dimensions of Difference figure shows how race and
ethnicity are linked to support for abortion.

Chapter 9: Alcohol and Other Drugs A new
chapter-opening vignette highlights the troubling
consequences of alcohol use among college students;
a reorganization of the chapter provides a more log-
ical flow of topics; there are updates on the use of
illegal drugs in the United States; a new section as-
sesses the government’s claim that buying illegal
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drugs finances terrorism; a new A Defining Moments
feature profiles Bill Wilson and the organization he
founded—Alcoholics Anonymous; the chapter in-
cludes an update on the war on drugs reflecting pol-
icy of the Bush administration.

Chapter 10: Physical and Mental Health A new
chapter-opening vignette suggests that people with
a mental illness may well be the most stigmatized
category in the United States; the chapter includes
statistical updates on the state of health in the Unit-
ed States as well as how people pay medical costs;
find an update on the global and national AIDS epi-
demic; a new A Defining Moment feature profiles
the efforts of Dorothea Dix to change society’s view
of people with mental illnesses; there is a new dis-
cussion of the shortage of nurses in the United
States; also included is a new section that points to
the rising number of U.S. students with mental
health problems.

Chapter 11: Economy and Politics A new chapter-
opening vignette examines the problem of voter ap-
athy in the United States; find the latest on campaign
finance reform including the 2003 reform law; there
are new data showing the extent of voter apathy in
the United States; a new A Defining Moment fea-
ture describes how one eighty-nine-year-old great-
grandmother sparked national interest in campaign
finance reform; a new discussion, including a new
Social Policy box, explains how people on both the
right and left support big government, although for
different purposes.

Chapter 12: Work and the Workplace A new
chapter-opening vignette describes the movement of
white-collar jobs overseas; a new Social Policy box
highlights Barbara Ehrenreich’s fieldwork doing low-
wage jobs; a new A Defining Moment feature de-
scribes the work of Eugene Debs to strengthen unions
and improve the lives of working people in the Unit-
ed States; the chapter includes updates on all work-
place statistics, including unemployment rates.

Chapter 13: Family A new chapter-opening vi-
gnette points to the increasing use of genetic screen-
ing to create “designer” children; a new figure shows
the chances of children in various family arrange-
ments living with both biological parents until age
eighteen; a new Personal Stories box highlights the
crisis of foster care in the United States; there are sta-
tistical updates on family patterns, including divorce,
singlehood, and single-parenting.

Chapter 14: Education The chapter provides an
update on bilingual education in California in the
wake of Proposition 227; discussion now includes re-
cent developments in the school choice debate; a new
national map shows average teacher salaries for all
the states in 2002-2003; find the latest statistical data



