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About the Author

Chen Congzhou, whose given name is “Yuwen”, and who styled himself “Congzhou™ and “Ziweng”,

was a famous artist in field of ancient Chinese architecture and gardens.

27/11/1918 was born in Hangzhou, Zhejiang Province.

1938-1942 studied at Zhijiang University and received his BA degree.

1946 a student of Master Zhang Dagian, one of China’s greatest painters in the twentieth century.

1950 an associate professor at the Suzhou Fine Arts Academy and in the Department of
Architecture at St. John’s University in Shanghai.

1951 an associate professor at Zhijiang University.

1952 director of Teaching and Research Office of Architecture History in the Department of
Architecture at Tongji University, held the position of associate professor, professor, and PhD
student advisor.

1985 the counselor of I. M. Pei & Partners in the USA.

1989 the counselor of the quarterly Landscape Architecture in Taiwan, was awarded as
International Honorary Member of the Japanese Institute of Landscape Architecture.

15/3/2000 passed away.

Authored Suzhou Gardens, Pictures and Figures of Traditional Suzhou Residences, Traditional
Suzhou Residences, Miscellany of Gardens, Yangzhou Gardens, On Chinese Gardens, Stone Bridges
of Shaoxing, Famous Chinese Gardens, Shudai Ji, Chuntai Ji, Lianqing Ji, Suiyi Ji, Zishi Yumo, etc.,
Mr. Chen Congzhou not only had in-depth research on and great insight in ancient architecture
and classical gardens of China, but also participated in the identification, remediation and
protection of them. He designed and organized the Chinese garden Mingxuan for the Metropolitan
Museum in New York, guided the design and renovation of East Yuyuan Garden, Longhua

Pagoda, as well as Tianyige in Ningbo and Shuihui Garden in Rugao, designed and directed the
construction of Nanyuan Garden in Yunnan Province. Mr. Chen had been honored as the Master

of Chinese Gardens by Japanese academia.
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Commemorating the Centenary of Chen Congzhou s Birth
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2018 is a very special year because of the centenary of a great man in the field
of Chinese architecture.

To memorize the extraordinary significance, we are going to republish Mr.
Chen s four classic academic works: Suzhou Gardens, Traditional Suzhou
Residences, Yangzhou Gardens (and Traditional Residences), and Famous
Chinese Gardens. We have put great effort into these books, typing and
proofreading texts, collecting photos and drawings, editing images... We
designed and arranged the layout and pictures with the highest respect for
the author.

While trying our best to maintain the authenticity of the contents, we have
adjusted the sequence of the contents and deleted some photos and drawings
compared to the original, so as to better clarify the relationship between texts
and pictures. In addition, due to the newly discovered photos of Yangzhou
gardens taken by the author, about 50 pictures in Yangzhou Gardens and
Traditional Residences (originally Yangzhou Gardens ) were added.

Since the original editions of the four reprinted works are from different time,
translated by different translators into English, and published by different
publishers, the translation styles are not alike, and the proper nouns are
translated in different ways. Currently, there is no unified official translation for
the proper nouns. For example, for gardens, government departments, official
websites of the scene spots, international organizations, and the general public
have their own English translations. As the four books published this time
are Centenary Edition , the original historical features and complete system
of which should be maintained as much as possible, we have only made the
translations of proper nouns consistent within each book.

The four classic works on classical Chinese gardens and residences are
revived, reflecting the distinguished character of a trailblazing Chinese

architectural master.

— The Editors
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Located in southeast part of Jiangsu
province, Suzhou served as the capital of Wu State
( 2 ) during Zhou ( J# circa 1100 BC-256 BC)
dynasty. The name Wu was used through the Three
Kingdoms ( = [ 220-280) and both West and
East Jin ( i1 265-420) dynasties. It was renamed
to Pingjiang Fu (“F-YLJff ) during Zhenghe period
( B A1 1111-1118) of North Song ( bt 7 960
1127) dynasty. The city was once again reamed
during Yuan ( JG 1206-1368) dynasty to Pingjiang
Lu ( “F-{L # ), and then, Suzhou Fu of Jiangnan
Province ( {L.Fd%4 ) during Ming ( #] 1368-1644)
and Qing ( i 1616-1911) dynasties. Suzhou was
composed of the counties of Wu, Changzhou, and
Yuanhe ( %+ K ¥, JGF). After the founding
of Republic of China in 1912, they merged into
Wu County. The City of Suzhou was formed after
the establishment of People's Republic of China in
1949, and it includes downtown and surrounding
suburbs. The remaining rural areas fall under the
jurisdiction of Wu County.

Great quantities of Suzhou's residence
of various sizes and styles have survived up to
present (1950s). This area played an important role
in research of Chinese residential architecture. The
Institute of Architecture Science of the Ministry
of Architecture and Construction led an effort to
study traditional Chinese residences during spring
of 1957. Our work was focused on the eastern
China area with emphasis in the Suzhou area.
During these years we investigated several hundred
sites. Over fifty of them were surveyed with plots
and photographs. We compiled the materials
collected in to the book Pictures and Figures of
Traditional Suzhou Residences ( { 7 M |H 1+ &
Z 2% [ 5¢) ). This article was written during that
time. Any corrections or suggestions for this book
are welcomed.



Natural Environment

Suzhou is geographically located on the
south side of Yantze River delta, at 120 37’ east
longitude, 31 17 north latitude. It reaches Wusong
River ( 5#AY1) on the east, borders Taihu Lake (A
1) on the west. It is easily accessible to Yangtze
River on the north and Hangzhou, Jiaxing and
Huzhou on the south. The downtown occupies an
area of fourteen square kilometers. Mo Dan ( %
H.), a poet of Ming dynasty, described Suzhou in
his Prose of Suzhou ( {75JHI&X) ) that Suzhou is
directly controlled by the central government, and
occupies the upstream in Jiangsu and Zhejiang
provinces . This indicates the importance of the
city. The city benefits greatly from river-based
transportation through crisscrossing waterways
in the city. The oceanic weather pattern provides
a temperate and moist climate. There is no severe
winter or summer in this area, but during the
prolonged rain season known as Meiyu ( 1 [,
plum rain), it could be extremely humid. The
highest temperature can reach 41 C in summer,
and the lowest point may reach —12 C in winter.
The average annual rainfall is approximately 1,048
millimeters with forty percent concentrated during
summer months and eleven percent in the winter,
which makes it an area with the most evenly
spread out rainfall through out the year in the
country. The monsoon in spring, Meiyu in summer,
typhoon in fall, and vortex in winter all contribute
to the annual rainfall. The wind direction varies
from southeast in the summer to northwest in the
winter. The winter is relatively mild averaging
about three to four days of frosting per year.
During summer the hot season may last forty-
seven days. Sunny days account for over thirty
percent of the year, over fifty percent of which is
in July and August. The houses tend to face south
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or southeast with increasing height and depth. A
double-roof frame known as Caojia ( 542 , rough
frame) is used to prevent heat. The plan structure
is constructed with front and rear courtyards, long
lattice doors, and low sill windows to provide
good insulation and ventilation. The north facing
rooms are especially cool during summer. This
makes reverse seated buildings ( {#] 4 ) and north
facing halls a necessity. The soils are mostly clay
with a mix of organic soil and man-made dirt on
top. The unit weight bearing capacity of soil is at
ten to twelve metric tons per square meter. The
construction materials are supplied from different
areas. Rocks are provided by the neighbouring
Taihu lake region and Jinshan Hill. Bricks are
produced in Yuyao, Lumu , where an imperial
kiln was located. The sources of wood supply are
mainly from Fujian, Jiangxi, and Huguang (Hunan
and Hubei) provinces. The local area can only
provide a limited amount of lumber. The main
agriculture product in this region is rice, and there
is an abundant yield of fresh-water fish, shrimp,
and fruit.

Social Conditions

The saying that there is a paradise in the
heaven, and Su Hang on the earth ( “ I K |
N 4 7% Bt . Su and Hang here means Suzhou
and nearby Hangzhou in Zhejiang province)
reflects the prosperity of Suzhou during feudalistic
periods of China. In addition to a favorable natural
environment including rich soil, temperate climate,
and a well-developed agriculture, the human and
social conditions play a very important role in its
development.

Suzhou has developed its handicraft industry
and economy since the period of Wu State in Zhou
dynasty through Qin ( Z& 221 BC-207 BC) and



Han (7 206 BC-220 AD) dynasties and the Three
Kingdoms period, Suzhou became very prosperous
during the Six Dynasties ( 7~ ¥ 222-589) period.
The opening of Great Canal ( 3277 pronounced as
Yunhe) which passed through Suzhou starting in
Sui ( F§ 581-618) dynasty, and the development
of foreign trade from Tang ( J# 618-907) dynasty
had contributed to the development of business
and handicrafts in Suzhou area. During the
Five Dynasties ( 7. f{ 907-960) period, Suzhou
was part of the Wuyue State ( % # [ ), which
was not affected by the warfare. This made it
possible for Suzhou to maintain the prosperity
and growth. The city was named Pingjiang Fu
during Song dynasty and Emperor Zhao Gou
(Gaozong reigned from 1127-1162) once stayed
here when he had a visit around the country. The
city had a sizable business and industry during
Song dynasty. The city planning shown in the
Map of Pingjiang (drawn in 1229 or 2nd year of
Shaoding period during Song dynasty) as well as
wood structure buildings constructed during that
period such as the Sanqgingdian (built in 1179, or
6th year of Chunxi period during Song dynasty)
of Xuanmiaoguan (also known as Tianqingguan)
further demonstrates the prosperity of the time.
In the Story of Zhang's Gar den and Pavillion in
Lingbi ( R B 5K K [ 55 ic) ), Su Shi wrote:
The large halls are as elengant and subtle as those
of Wu and Shu. It shows the advanced skills of
Suzhou's construction crews. Jiangsu and Zhejiang
were the only two provinces that were prosperous
during Yuan dynasty, which enabled them to
maintain the economy and to construct new large
residences. The Jiangnan Province in early Ming
dynasty were one of the richest regions in the
nation. Since mid Ming dynasty, the city economy
tended to be more and more prosperous, and many
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retired aristocrats preferred to buy fields, construct
residences, operate business and live in Suzhou for
their old ages. But on the other hand many lands
were consolidated by the rich and the labouring
people were severely exploited by the land owners.
Land consolidation continued till Qing dynasty.
This may explain why this area has such a large
collection of traditional residences and gardens
second only to the City of Beijing.

Handicraft and commerce are two vital
industries in Suzhou. The craftsmanship in Suzhou
is especially exquisite. In the past, residents of
the city were mainly composed of artistocrats,
handicraft makers and artisans, businessmen and
their agents. The banks, sauce and pickle shops,
pawn shops, and silverware shops were the most
profitable among various businesses operated in
Suzhou. This group of people included the local
aristocrats as well as many who admired the
prosperity of Suzhou and relocated from northern
Zhejiang and southern Anhui provinces. The major
surnames such as Chen from Haining, Shen from
Wauxing, and Wang from Jiaxing etc are all from
northern Zhejiang province. And the surnames of
Pan, Cheng, Wang, and Cao all migrated to Suzhou
from southern Anhui province in the old Huizhou
Fu area after Ming dynasty. The people form
Huizhou Fu region liked to build large residences,
thus people from this region constructed most of
the large residences existing in Suzhou today. The
differences of these houses reflect the different
classes of the owners. The large residences, for
instance, were typically owned by major land
owners, or aristocrats, or rich businessmen; the
medium sized for mid level aristocrats. The
craftsmen, artisans, and store clerks typically rent
small houses built by the large real estate owners.
In late 1800s and early 1900s, newly rising



industrialists took some of the large residences that
were once owned by the aristocrats.

The publication of Yingzao Fashi ( { & i
¥ 30) , Methods of Construction) during South
Song dynasty in Suzhou area had a significant
impact on architectural design and construction
in the region. The craftsmen of nearby Xiangshan
and Mudu area had worked on the design and
construction of palaces of both Nanjing and
Beijing during Ming dynasty. Kuai Xiang, a
famous architect at that time, was from Xiangshan
region. In addition, there were several architecture
books including Yuanye ( {[Ei&) ) by Ji Cheng,
Changwuzhi  ( { &%) &) ) by Wen Zhenheng,
Yijiayan ( { — Z & ) ) by Li Yu, Gongduan
Yingzao Lu ( L B & i% 5% ) ) by Li Dou, as
well as Yingzao Fayuan ( (EEEJF) ) by Yao
Chengzu of late Qing dynasty. These books all
had significant impacts either directly or indirectly
on the development of architecture design and
construction techniques in the region. In the mean
time, the craftsmanship and cultural advances
contributed to the continuous development of
architecture.

The design and construction of these
buildings reflect social conditions, material
foundation, and economic situation of the period.
They illustrate the wisdom of the craftsman, and
builders. These buildings are a very important part
of our cultural heritages. They are also valuable
sources of information for those who study the
history of architecture, residential buildings, and
sociology.
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