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As the unique Chinese “oriental wisdom”, silk is the
important carrier of the communication between Eastern and
Western cultures and the common cultural wealth of the whole
world.

However, due to their harsh environment requirements to
preserve like temperature and humidity, silk productions have

gradually lost the original softness and lustre from generation to



generation. What’s more, silk weaving technology has gradually
died out with the social transformation and the closure of manual
workshops and traditional silk weaving factories.

The archives of Suzhou silk in modern and contemporary
times are directly formed during the process of technical research,
production management, trading and marketing, and foreign
exchanges of Suzhou silk enterprises and organizations from
the 19th century to the end of the 20th century. These archives
containing 29,592 volumes are composed of different forms
including written records and silk samples with high preservation
value. The silk archives are preserved in Suzhou Industrial and
Commercial Archives Administration (hereafter referred as the
administration) as “the most valuable treasure” for the rareness
and completeness.

The silk archives not only show the incomparable beauty of
silk but also place heavy responsibilities on the administration.
The moment the administration received these archives, intense

pressure has been put on it to protect and inherit the silk

technology on the verge of extinction. No protection equals
destruction. If the silk archives including technical sheets, pattern
grids and silk samples were not under protection, there would be
no silk treasure to be inherited.

Fortunately, the administration has carried out a series of
measures that work well. With the approval of the General Office
of the State Council in 2015, the administration added a brand
named “Suzhou China Silk Archives”, which meant the first
and the only professional silk archives had settled in Suzhou.
Following the appeal by the administration, more and more
experts and scholars begin to pay attention to the silk archives
along with the increasing theses and books on the research of silk
archives. The administration’s efforts are like a single spark that
lights the public’s enthusiasm for the research of silk archives.
The archives of Suzhou silk in modern and contemporary times,
as documentary data with international value, is worth knowing

by the world.
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1908 4F M L2 o b 5 B 77 6 AL P
Intercourse document between Suzhou
silk factories and officials in 1908
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Silk Archives Ranging from the 19th Century to the Early 20th Century
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1919 R 7 3R 18

Picture of the Ministry of Agriculture and Commerce in 1919

1928 4 7 N 22 28 4> b R 3 £ ASTAER $
Certificate of real estate registration of Suzhou silk
factories in 1928
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1929 7 114 I 2 1 5 & i
List of exhibit at the West Lake Exposition in 1929
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Caiku brocade with rounded flowers on beige ground

KA EZLIEH TR H
Gauze with clouds and flowers on light blueish tabby ground
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Tussah Shu brocade
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Silk Archives Ranging from the Beginning to the Middle of the 20th Century
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1943 FF B 2222 W F b NAHGER (JREHEH) )
Certificate of Wuxian County Silk Industrial Guild in 1943
(Zhenyaxinji Silk Factory)

1943 F X BEML LA F L AR A FTAES (REAHITRAT )
Membership Certificate of Wuxian County Machine-woven Silk Industrial Guild in
1943 (Zhenyaxinji Silk Weaving Factory)
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of Suzhou Silk in Modern and Contemporary Times
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Silk marriage certificate in 1942
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Membership Card of Wuxian County Chamber of Commerce in 1945

1945 4

(Zhenyaxinji Silk Factory)
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Liku brocade with peonies on violet ground
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Jacquard Song brocade
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Satin brocade with flowers on blue ground
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Satin damask with landscape motif
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Silk Archives Ranging from the Middle to the End of the 20th Century
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Fabrics with portrait or landscape
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Fabrics with portrait or landscape are silk artworks for
decorating and appreciating. After the founding of the People’s
Republic of China, woven brocade painting technology was
improved. People had a new vision and expectations of a better
life and respect for the leaders. Silk factories weaved the leader
images mainly of Chairman Mao one after another. Silk paintings
which praised the great leader Chairman Mao and reflected his

leadership style were able to be mass-produced.



