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Preface

Qualitative Research Methods in Human Geography provides a succinctly written,
comprehensive, and accessible guide to thinking about and practising qualitative
research methods. On the basis of reviewer suggestions and changes in the field,
this fourth edition has been revised and expanded to include three new chapters.
The first of these examines feminist and Indigenous approaches; the second, visu-
al methods; and the third, new media in qualitative research. The book is aimed
primarily at an audience of upper-level undergraduate students, but feedback on
ways in which the previous editions have been used indicates that the volume is
of considerable interest to people commencing honours theses and post-graduate
study, and indeed, some professional geographers with many decades of research
experience have let me know—quietly in some instances—that they have learned
a great deal from the previous editions. Chapters have been written with the dual
intent of providing novice researchers with clear ideas on how they might go
about conducting their own qualitative research thoroughly and successfully and
offering university academics a teaching-and-learning framework around which
additional materials and exercises on research methods can be developed. The
text maintains its dedication to the provision of practical guidance on methods of
qualitative research in geography.

Without realizing it at the time, I started work on this book in 1992 when
I was asked to teach Research Methods in Geography at Flinders University in
South Australia. I developed lectures and extensive sets of notes for my class-
es. I also referred students to helpful texts of the time, such as Bernard (1988),
Kellehear (1993), Patton (1990), Sarantakos (1993), and Sayer (1992). All of these
books came from disciplines other than geography or referred to the social sci-
ences in general. It disturbed me that despite the renewed emphasis on qualitative
research and the teaching of qualitative methods in the discipline, no geographer
had produced an accessible text on the day-to-day practice of qualitative research.

In the meantime, during their regular visits to my office, publishers’ repre-
sentatives asked what sorts of books might be useful in my teaching. I repeatedly
mentioned the need for a good text that dealt with qualitative research methods
in geography. That message came back to haunt me when I was asked whether I
would like to write a book on qualitative methods for Oxford University Press.
I declined but offered instead to try to draw together the expertise and energies
of a group of active and exciting geographers from Australia and Aotearoa/New
Zealand to produce an edited collection.

Of course, during the period when I planned the first edition of this book
and fulfilled the terms of the publishing contract, a new group of research meth-
ods texts emerged! This group included Flowerdew and Martin (1997), Kitchin



