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The Possibility of Establishing Construct Validity

in Language Proficiency Test

Chen Hongming

This paper examines the possibility of establishing construct
validity in language proficiency test. It is argued that the
validation of construct validity in language proficiency test
presupposes, simultaneously, the validation of the underlying
theory, the construct, the test, and the interpretation of the test
scores. Further, this paper presents the difficulties of validating

the underlying theory, the construct, the test, as well as the
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interpretation based on test scores. It concludes by suggesting the
practicability of assessing, in language proficiency test, test
takers’ ability of fulfilling specific target language tasks rather
than their language competence. It also indicates the necessity of
altering our view of construct validity.

Key words: construct; construct validity; language proficiency test

1 3]

i

S DN o A A R RO A, R R R L e D R AR (R
RO BEEIREY (B, 1999) . i 5 W 5 (4 FF K 3 1 A0 0 4 op g 57 R4
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BRI A R R ARIE
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A SR B3 ok SEiE B 0 56 - UE B B . Y FRATTAR A — 2S00 5 B0 42 Ak U 4 4
Wik, FATHZ MR A IR M SUWEZRW LR, G5 B KL,
2004b) . @ Mo LR FIOK IR B 635 LR 4 N 2 fig . TiakEl (2004b) o BR A &
HE R o R ST AR 70 5% X L AR R 4 15 W )

ML FRATAKMER ), ERI e M R, #e . WAL DD
%o 00 £ T AR R R BT R O TR Y TR OC T RO E R Y BRI 2 — TR
P B AR AR AEFE AR PG s B2 & T R B A A AR L 4% A i) vl 1 0,
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A0 . WL & i R A B AR, sOE T T E A,
HEREARR —SUEMREE IR IO . A FE MR, B2ERA]
I AN BB 85 IE S I S A AE AR Y MR E A e B2 L O AED s &S
TSR B 2 ZATTGEF BT A H R R R G AT 4T A B R S . I8 4 BRR
FEHE L R BEL I L O Tk S A A R R AN RE AR BIUE B . T R AR
33 HL T 3 0 A €0 2 BRI — AR R BSOS A AR BB, GE T2 B T B
(Anastasi, 1982) i “woeeer ghby— T ok A R R S, — 7 ok A X AT
R 5 R E 22 TR 28 T R R ELOC R B HE IR e T (BTl H R
1997b) . i T ISR & g e T AR, MR NE T Hie .,
EMNAERR I A, B R AED AR AR B — N5y s 55—
T, ) RELAA TE B 2 35 1 X 30 S AU S il % TE Qe P AR AE IR B (R AR
FOA 50 R N7 O E R R R R A I CIRER A R0 R

AR SR AR LB S L R AR I DL RO T 0 A R A
SRR AT BORFR . FORBEWESE, OB RIEM) B SR U4
PR TR FRAG AR - SRR AR . RO 50 7 22 KR b IE B 3 E T G o1
WSS IS AR CRE B, 1989) MR A L. nf LU & 1 — s 2 ik
Fa AR RO RE 5 o BEAE A AR R B A A, SR CIE BT ML D) ) e K X
D52 55 SR A BOME B PRAIE . PR R A 0 515 o R Y IR R g T
PR AR, Bl SR WA 2 KRR ERRA E A (BRI . B (B
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I EEIRTT, DA B8 I A B 2 . BT Z B B 58 & n Uk T B 3%
IR

T
2 BREHABRBSINXER

BUAE T e ) — A TR REUR: . 5 AT RE AR T 5 e 0 i 4 vh S R B0k A A4~ Jr
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FKHL (1992) FEVHEDUR/KE- % (HSK) ZGBE [l 5 11 . “FRATTRE
TS BNV TESr . B BA SR — A A] UEAT 4R AR R S
A LA R AR OC Tl H BE D e MR BE AL BRZS (1997b) R, TR E
AE 77 D00 46 v 235 ) 2005 B T v ) PR b A PR T R E H R R E R,
b BS A RTEF B X — A HE LRk — B E IR

2 (Lado. 1961) MEZEHY 3 SCAIAT Jy 25 SO WL AL 4 ) 18 5 5 1
B HEAT AR RE . MBI TR DA A AL SR PR AL B . — PR T AS B 25
gy S —MEVEFTERWT . UL 3. B URRE. RN MR IR R A KIES
RENSIBETIT MK PR (B2, 1997b) s E#kE (Bachman, 1990) 8
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i3 (Chomsky, 1965) X1ifE 5 B8 JJ (competence) FIiEF R M
(performance) #AT T X453, FEFRMHIIBE , HF e w4 17, #0A
JdE B BARA BT /U OC TR T AR RR s S R BT R F R EOHR
AR, 2 OHEURES . GOESEEOAME, RRIE . X0 BRRE ;s 1A
BRI ERME ST MIRMG I, Mg Bz G 24,
1997) o A i3 B ial P 7E 3 B9 1 75 >0 19 0 A2 vk 25 SO PRV 3R A i) e 2 i v
KT BN T BRI R E TR . R, XA R
ik 22 45 A g N7 1R 5 B0 ANE I OC T8 5 g ) py SRS R A SR AT
Al SEPRHE By (BRZE, 1996) .

T (Hymes, 1972) WAL 210 F 209 BE . A0 7 i 37 56 3%
A7 SRR TR A0 T A T, b T A PR AR O A . T AR TN R i
F RS EARETER R (knowledge) FIEFIHIAYRE J) (ability for use).
B2, T REVE A AR N A S e I AR BT 4, MBiE = RE I &
SRR SOz Ay . iR T B T G 7 T A A . e, Rk s AR
MIRE I RTE T e IR —&B 4, AR Y TS LA SR A R R R I )3 5
RETRYE b T VT B IR R T BE N TR T IR U, AR AR
(15 5 28 BRAT A 1 — 8 43 AR FE o X Fh 8 AT R WL HE T A bR e ) R 2
MR SEAR TG (FRZE . 1996)

Lk (1990, 1996) H¢ift 55 A€ J1 ik 2 3H = i AT A% B s L0 b i L3
W, JFHRM T APRIE T RIS HESR . K 3 ek T AZBRIE F RE I A
H B4y .

M ESCHIB IR AMER . X T A 22105 T e )X — m 82 H A &
w. T HB I B F AR SR . BEE WA T EAE R . AT
DI s eiy” i8S e NS A Y —BIEE . A — D REsE, B
AT RF NS, AT R AR 2 KRR E U ARG TN
Bt B 118 S BE T IX FRE BT e 7 IF 40 2 PR SH 4 S AR MR Z . AR 2 NI
A ) 2 LY PR A IR RS R R A AR T A L4, SRR SEOF R Qi . X
Al — 2R A . R B R AN Wb E S R Y . (R ) —
T, BRI TESEANFR R b e A 2 S 7E AR AN B RE 0 S FRATT T UE O Y T
PEN B AR Y 28 L) P A B A RO S Sk B 6%k TE PR 2 TR A AR B LA X
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3 ZMRETRENNAMRBS

SR, BN, RIS 68 I 56 v X 38 55 6E 0 B 9 4 U AT DU I
R B RO AT AT B8 1 R S 2 /AR R RE R R B Az 1. IE i gk Bl
(2004b) Prifh. “Fegdisr BRI R, IR — i SR TR 4R R i A ik
Fyeee e ARZWME, R —E B AR B EF ZATEAT . BRIBER . i, if
R O X L. # T (Henning, 1987) §i. “XANI K
VAR A LAY . AR A2 KA L E A 1 Al W20 o B ARV . AR AT ]
ALER CARC XA BT E AR H R B AA E CX
T BEXA e AR I3 T 54 H B #R T LU A0 . iR T 5
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fib B A9 SRS TR 7 FE b AR IR AT AR A TR AR 0 I 55 v i R AR AL
S R B P B L RAARL L 0 RO A 1 A R A . FRATTET LA A =R 4y
A R IE B B 10 A 8. B (Oller. 1979 266) AN . “HIEA
S REAE O 5 S LG A BT 0 0 50 B B AR AR R . DR BES AR B RN
IF) 1 5 T 56 50 R 9 1) A58 A 58 e A S B S AR Y I T oA K
XA — RS BUEL Z T, B N R AE R — AR B s A A R R
CRARD) | FEL R A O A i) 0 X 30 1) ¢ e, 0 L 3E ) LE A e R Cx
T 00 AR . AR TRATTUE B T R A R s T KK S R AT kb
JETE B S A JC R I A B SRR . IE WSk Pl (2004b) R, ELf R
WHR, WAL W, @Y= F AR A R, A IS K A5
(AT R SR A B WA RO RIE DA 06 S S UE 7

FRLL, FEE S RE I b, FRATTAT LUEMR AR — MBS R I AR (X
ASK AR AT DR I TR — A A S RE 0 ELE . AT DU SSA XA, TR
I AR R A BRSO G o 0 B8 S A X I 5 45 SR A 7 R SR U S I E PR
—AREIE . IEIFRATT LA X AR, AT R, BRI E R
=SB s BR 5 38 3 0 5t A 7 Y i B o A 03X A B . A0 2R BHE T
TR LA REEAT B . X R ARALT- 74T, BRI — A~ ZE AT A AR I L
ROt I it 25 SR o i R L 2B [ B A A, RURFRATTBE OSB3 — g 7

4 EBEERIMNUEBEESAEELZEUN

MFPE e (Messick, 1975, #5| H Bachman, 1990. 255) #i. “—/~J
T AT A B R A S AV AT IR . — A CETHARIERNS)
AR S ARG ARTE 277 B2 (1990: 255) Ah. “ZH
I — AT, FRATT AR A R SCTRATTAR I = ) AR VG 2 AT A, 5 FRAT
XF AR A At 2 Ml g SO, FRATIZBR bR A S— A7

@ JAX & “The theory can be used as an argument for the validity of proposed testing
procedures that accord well with it because the theory itsell is anchored to empirical reality through
validity checks other than language test date and research”, £ UL Oller (1979), @ Language Tests at
School® ., p. 266,

@ FRATHE X L A O T A AR

® JEXJE “construct validation”,
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HE b, EIBEF RN AR, BRI —HRET gL —
AR, AR D SCE FRATT A BRI R 1 R D AR . X O BT I AR T AR
Ja& 1 Y 220 AR AT R i R TR AT B[] G 1 M R 9% K R () RIORS 7 R Il  — A AR
ARAGENFATITM R RV, LI 6], R — A, FEZEd
REL 1% Jir A 3000 2 N figp B J i sk A ) — ik, B BELGK o 2R PG 2 AT DA 3R
MO . [RIAE . FRATIE SE08 5 68 1 T Ak iy 4 ol 2 2 66 T X FE— i
W, RGeS 2GR N RATAT I R . (PR F S0 FRIXFEG 7 FRATE
2 B UE W] 1E 5 RE 7 3 Bl N 28 A R IR AT DA S FRATT B N A Y W 7

KA (Wallis, 2004) 5 H, 70O BRI B 45038, )28 R 0 1k A% 45 40 19
FIRFFE T AN 2L IRREA EIR, — D FEFER SRR AN 2%
T AEERHE, RPUE B0 L b I e ) AR RS R AT AR R, 5]
FRERR (Michell, 1990) BYMFZE, 45 3k 28 n] DIl P 4 i) 72 B 07 3% AT
WA W PE Cordinality) FIRTIneE Cadditivity) . B7RLZESEB] “7B
ARV AT LA FATTI G 2 F . AT A OCEE A 1) P HBA R K X
A Y —Fp g e n] LLVE S — B mlin i P 2 a2E 47 A B, Ath A~ AT DL 3 34 A
— AR PR CRERLTARTE . 2002: 70, 5l A KL, 20040, KA
Hr (2004) FIHPKEOUR BT SE . S AT A2 &, 55— P R ZE DX
AR i B MY RS — A B A S 25 R . T X S AR i T BAT 4 5
PEZE RS20 ST TR S5 1 .

A GOy B - B TR I 0 ) R — A S BRI B e B R A
AE AT LU IRATIT IR B . SRl (2004b) AR, SH9AEAL A KBS
GEF eI, &) E—MiaEfmmsEie, ol LSRR RR
E2FRATT/E A A REHE I 5 BE ) g2 — AL e e 7 AT AREE T
—MEIR . EUEVTE E e ) AR i AR A BE o A T B, AR IRATHE
I HTAT &40 T BORIE B 5 68 X R RR BT (REAS B EE 1) A I H8 AN BB
WEHARE, RO RATAHIEE T e e S ib . & — MRS AREN
[ 8, AR AT BETE F RE 7733 FlvRe BT A UE IR 5 AN B AR BT R

5 MEASEZSAEELAEN

¥ XE: (Gregory R. J. , 2004. 108) i\ N, FrA OB EAR—
AL AR RIS BA T — DA IS R A5 8 — M AH BB R
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PR AR 257,

T G i 1 5 BE T DU SR I, FRATT T AR AR 10 50 2 i T OC T A AR B BRI B AH E
R MBI M4, e e EBRAUK R (1955) Ak, Frigt s, st “ Afr
HA W HEAME B R (attribute) s 30445 5085 8 Ry J2 B 06 76 I 56 2 1
AT T H A AR B AN ST XS LY AT,
1M H P Z A — A BB (stated probability) X&R”. X2, @
HREFIT NS AT LIHERIE F 68y, JF B Z | B A — M E
CFR MM XA R R T B ZHF W, TS 68X DL B
g, WATA TR AT BEHE IS B REAS . LU AT 4 R TR R ) AT R e
S AR R G SORBETH I 46 2 DA SC Il S AT MAHEAR . XU, 165
I 50 Bk 2 %o 38 5 RE D BRAE M AR, R Id sk IBE AT NI T A,

DN 6 1 3 A OOUER i P R T A TR R, A N 6 A T[] I A S
BRI S E R S 780t (BRE . 1997b).

FfR R 1 T8 o MR AT X TR F RE D RO EREVEE SCRY . A NI (1983) KA
— U R Y f s SO B RR A LR . AT TR A S RE B R 2
RMLRG A, AN b, FRATMBT M) T 48 1 5 88 1 W0 58 43 W LA A [ 1 43 I 26
G X0 I RE T 25 T . B A R FRATT Y - 0 ) ) A AN SR
FAT A BB AIAEFRE R, MHEHABE R . FRATHUZ G896 R IE T
DN BE ) 23R A B — Pk o 100 350 295 2R %) ik R A P b s

H R TE SE PR O X R ARMESC A, T AT RESe A b R, — T
. ELPRBAE P IRATZRE LT, Ui, 32, HEAFREFIT RSN, i
Horp AT Aol — D5 THIER AR W SRR IR F R M ARIE R R AN E R . I
PRz (1999 Fridd. “FATRMERE R, . vl 2. SKd, &Y
REWLEE AT A 500, miies Tr. Uik, 3. 5, RATERRWERH4.” K
—J7 M, NESEVEMEERYL, 155 68 IS I AR s e
Jis Mg A I HARE . AT UMBER AR E 6 e A IR
55 B AT o 75 XL X3l e i A A O 6 m AT 7 s BE A4S
(Ingram, 1977, %51 ABRZ . 1997b) ., 35k B K I 56 A B H A 7643 i 2L 52
e, B ESCHE CCONIRATIRAE T —F T H, XF T B IR ATRR 05 5 5k
MR RETE 2 R R 2 T e 98 8 B 5% R B mi 4 ) 2] B 8y i B (target
language use domain) , B2 HAWAR [F] A4 9E 0038 14 BT 79 1 5 6 80 (nontest
language use domain) ” (Bachman, 1996.: 24),
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