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1 Introduction

1.1 Setting the Stage

In his commemorative inscriptions the Assyrian king Tukulti-Ninurta I (1233~
1197 BCE) relates that, subsequent to his victory over Babylon in 1215 BCE, he
transferred his residence from the city of AsSur to his newly founded capital,
Kar-Tukulti-Ninurta (figs. 1 and 2).! The construction of the new royal capital
had been under way since the early years of his reign, and the ideological
message promulgated by Tukulti-Ninurta sought to link Assyria’s victory over
Babylon - the time-honored religious center — with the creation of a new politi-
cal and religious center in Assyria.2 Tukulti-Ninurta’s extraordinary move from
AS3ur to Kar-Tukulti-Ninurta included not only the building of a new royal
palace, but also the attempt to transfer the cult of the god A$Sur away from
the city ASSur, an act unique in Assyrian history.? This audacious development
took place when the Middle Assyrian state was at the peak of its territorial
expansion, counting for a short time Babylonia among its domains. By explor-
ing the ideological discourse employed by Tukulti-Ninurta I to justify his politi-
cal decisions, I intend to set the stage for an investigation of the history of the
cultural discourse surrounding Assyrian kingship from the late third millenni-
um through to the Neo-Assyrian period. First, however, I will shed light on the
rich tapestry of traditions implicated in the naming of Tukulti-Ninurta’s new
palace, in order to provide the reader with an inkling of the immense potential
of possible insights that the modern scholar can gain from taking such choices
seriously.

The building inscriptions commemorating Tukulti-Ninurta I's move to Kar-
Tukulti-Ninurta record the ceremonial names given to the newly built A33ur
temple and to the new royal palace. To my knowledge, this is the only known
example in which temple and palace share the same name: “house, mountain
of all the ME” (é.kur.me.5ar.ra), and “palace of all the ME” (é.gal.me.5ar.ra)>
respectively. The name of the palace was rendered in Akkadian as bit kissati,

1 RIMA I A.0.78.22-25.

2 Gilibert 2008, 179,

3 Instances such as the presence of A35ur’s dagger in Kanesh must be regarded as a strategy
for extending ASSur’s agency in the juridical context (Donbaz 2001; see further CAD P, 279-
280, sv. patru and CAD §/3, 196f. sv. Sugariau) and should be distinguished from Tukulti-
Ninurta I's move.

4 RIMA 1, A.0.78.23:114. For the name of the temple see George 1993, no. 687. The name is
derived from that of Enlil's temple in Nippur (Machinist 1978, 526).

5 RIMA 1, A.0.78.22:51.



