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PREFACE.

Tars small work is intended to deal in a practical
manner with the treatment of a material that has yet
undoubtedly to come into more general use. No
attempt has been made to give the ‘ reason why " in
many cases the behaviour of concrete stands so pre-
eminently above all other materials for special pur-
poses, nor to explain the theory of cement setting, and
the chemical process developed in the operation of
making concrete ; these subjects have already found
more capable exponents; but simply to give an un-
prejudiced statement of the various forms in which
concrete can be applied, and most suitable purposes
for which it is adapted. Also to reconcile those
extremes of individual opinion engendered on the
one hand by inability to see that concrete possesses
any defects, and on the other by that veneration for
existing forms and processes of building, that creates
a burst of indignant feeling when innovation of any
kind is even suggested.

Statements herein made as facts are the result of
personal observation and experience, except where the
authorship is acknowledged, and are based upon long
practice under variable conditions.

July, 1877.
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