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INTRODUCTION

What is usually referred to as “Chinese” is really
the language of the Han nationality, which makes up
over 90 percent of China’s population. It has many
different dialects. The Chinese known as pufonghua
(common speech) which is being popularized through-
out China today is based on the northern dialect
with Peking pronunciation as the standard. The
lessons given here are in putonghua.

The Chinese language, with a written record of
over 3,000 years, has developed greatly in the last
several decades. Especially since the founding of the
People’s Republic of China, the vigorous development
of the socialist revolution and socialist construction
has created many new terms like X gt (big leap
forward), A K /7t (people’s commune), X% @ (ex-
perimental plot), +.,F %4 (move to the countryside),
etc. These have enlarged and enriched the Chinese
vocabulary and strengthened the power of expression
of the language.

¢ Using the phonetic alphabet to write Chinese is
the fundamental orientation for the reform of the
Chinese written language, but this cannot be realized
in a short time. Much work on the reform of the writ-
ten language has been done since the founding of the
People’s Republic of China, including simplification
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of characters. Since 1956 over 2,000 commonly used
characters have been simplified. For example, # sim-
plified is #, 4& simplified is #. The simplification
of characters reduces difficulty in learning them and
makes them much more convenient to write.

Organizations responsible for the reform of the
written language are continuing to collect and study
simplified characters created by the people in their
everyday practice. More simplifications will be of-
ficially recognized and popularized. Our language les-
sons use the simplified forms.



CHINESE PRONUNCIATION

Before we get to pronunciation, a few words
about the Chinese Phonetic Alphabet. This alphabet
uses letters from the internationally-accepted Latin al-
phabet to indicate the pronunciation of the Chinese
characters. As the characters themselves do not rep-
resent sounds, the phonetic alphabet is a convenient
tool which helps overcome difficulties in reading, writ-
ing and remembering the characters.

The key to pronunciation of the Chinese Phonetic
Alphabet below uses as a guide the International Pho-
netic Alphabet and similar sounds in English.

I. Key to Chinese Phonetic Alphabet

(1) Initials

C.P.A2 LP.A.2 Key Words
b (o) b bay (de-voiceds)
p (0) P’ pay
m (o) m may
f (o) f fair
d (e) d day (de-voiced)
t (e) t¢ take
n (e) n nay
1 (e) 1 lay
g (e) g gay (de-voiced)

1 Chinese Phonetic Alphabet
2 International Phonetic Alphabet
3 “De-voiced” means the vocal cords do not vibrate



k (e) k¢

h (e) X
j @ te
q () te*
x (i) ¢
zh (i) ts
ch (i) ts¢
sh (i) s
r (i) z
z (i) ts
c (i) ts’
s (i) S
y @) i
w (u) w
C.P.A. L.P.A.
a a
0 )
e ¥

i (afterz,c, z;z
s, zh, ch, sh, r)
i (elsewhere) i

u u
ii3 y
er or
ai ol
ei ei
a0 au

kay

hay

jeep (palatal?)
cheer (palatal)
she (palatal)

judge (retroflex2, de-voiced)
church (retroflex)
shirt (retroflex)
leisure (retroflex)
reads (de-voiced)
hats

say

yea

way

(2) Finals

Key Words
father

saw (approximately)
her (British)

see

rude

French tu, German fiihlen
(i with rounded lips)

err (American)

eye

eight

now

1 “Palatal” means the front of the tongue touches the hard palate.
2 “Retroflex”” means the tip of the tongue is slightly curled.
3 After j, q, X, y, u is pronounced ii but the two dots are omitted.
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ou
an
en
ang
eng
ong
ia
ie
iao
iu
ian

iang
ing
iong

ua
uo
uai
ui
uan
un
uang
iie*
iian*
iin*

ou
an
on
an
An
up
ia
i€
iou
iou
ien
in
ion
ip
iug

ua
uos
uai
uei
uan
uan
uan
ye
yan
yn

ch

can (more open)

turn (British)

German Gang

sung

German Lunge

Asia

yes

ye owl

yoke

yen

in

young (approximately)

sing

German jiinger (approxi-
mately)

guano

wall

wife

way

one (approximately)

went (approximately)

oo +ahng

ii +eh

ii+an

German griin

Tones

In Chinese the pitch and change in pitch of a
syllable makes for a difference in meaning. Such
pitch contours are called the “tones”. There are four
tones in the Peking dialect, shown by the following

marks:

* See footnote 3, p. 4.



—1st tone, high and level
/2nd tone, rising
v 3rd tone, falling-rising
N 4th tone, falling
The tone mark is placed above the main vowel,
and when the main vowel is ““i”’, the dot is omitted.
Each character has its own definite tone. For
example, mai ¥ (to buy) is 3rd tone, mai 3 (to sell)
is 4th tone. Both syllables have the same initial and
vowel, but because their tones are different, their
meanings are also different. Here are a few more
examples:

Ist tone 2nd tone 3rd tone 4th tone
— % A %
yi yi yi yi
(one) (move) (chair) (translate)
B % EA %
wil wil wii wi
(house) (none) (five) (fog)
J& %y S 4
ji ju ju ju
(dwell) (bureau) (raise) (sentence)
if 4R i i
tong tong tong tong
(through) (bronze) (barrel) (ache)
m A 4 &
zhi zhi zhi zhi
(weave) (straight) (paper) (rule, cure)
F 5 v ¥
chuan chuan chuin chuan
(wear) (boat) (pant) (string)



iy 3

gidng gidang
(gun) (wall)
7 7
yin yin
(dizzy) (cloud)
#e 5
Xué xué
(boot) (study)
#r kil
jie jié
(street) (festival)

Fio oy
qising qiang
(rob) (irritate the

throat)

7 &

yiin yun
(permit)  (transport)

T S

xud xué
(snow) (blood)

48 t

jié jie

(older sister) (lend, bor-

row)

Syllable Drill

1. Monosyliabic words:
ging 42 (lightweight)
kou o (mouth)

2. Disyllabic words:
juchidng &3 (theater)
xiiyao ‘% -2 (need)

canjia A (participate)

gongyuan /\ & (park)

ese

funli 4= -4 (woman)

3. Polysyllabic words:

hua %| (draw lines)
dido 4% (lose, drop)

qunzhong #f & (masses)
yiyuan [E % (hospital)
rénmin A K, (people)
xiongmao #t 3% (panda)
zazhi Z # (magazine)
huanghiin #% % (twilight)

pingpdangqii = % 3k (table tennis)

baléiwi & 5% (ballet)

hézuoshe 4454+ (cooperative)
tishigudan [ 4 1% (library)



shéhuizhilyi # 4 % X (socialism)
gaogaoxingxing # & %% (gladly)

(Note: The i after z, ¢, s, zh, ch, sh and r sounds like the voiced
prolongation and weakening of the preceding initial.)

III. The Neutral Tone, Change of Tones
and the Retroflex Ending -r

1. Neutral tone

When a syllable is unstressed, it loses its original
tone and becomes weak and short. No tone mark is
written above syllables of the neutral tone. For
example:

tamen 417 (they) mingzi % % (name)
xihuan # 3k (fond of) keqi %% (polite)

2. Change of tones

Half-third tone: A syllable of the 3rd tone
followed by a syllable of the Ist, 2nd, 4th or neutral
tone is pronounced with only the falling part of the
tone without its final rise. We call this the half-third
tone. For example:

Béijing it % (Peking) zhéngqi # # (orderly)

fingwen 75 7] (visit) nuinhuo g2 f= (warm)

When a third tone is followed by another third
tone, the first third tone is read as a second tone. For
example:

youhiio (youhio) % 47 (friendly)

lixiang (lixiing) 242 (ideal)

yonggan (yoénggin) 5 7 (brave)

Ni hiao! (Ni hdo!) ki1 (How are you!)

Ni ziao! (Ni zdo!) {k-¥! (Good morning!)



3. Retroflex ending -r In Chinese, there are many
words which are pronounced with a retroflex -r at the
end. The retroflex -r is not an independent syllable
itself, but combines with the preceding final, often
changing its sound.

hua-r—huar 7% )L (flower)

ge-r—>gér )L (song)

wan-r—>war 3z )L (play)

xidohdi-r—>xidohar .»3%z )L (child)

yihui-r—yihtier — 2 )L (a moment)

yididn-r—yidiar — & )L (a little)



CHINESE CHARACTERS

I. Characteristics

Chinese characters are the symbols used to write
Chinese. Modern Chinese characters fall into two
categories: one with a phonetic component, the other
without it. Most of those without a phonetic compo-
nent developed from pictographs. From ancient
writing on archaeological relics we can see their

evolution.

®© © © =

D D Q F] yu¢ moon
% “ )7 N ( )_  rém person
X '>K ;K j( mu  tree

It is possible to draw a picture of a concrete object
but abstract concepts were represented by symbols.

o/ 1 i | shang up
m T 2 F xia  down

Aside from these, there are also characters made
up of two or more other characters. For example,
B and A combine to give # ming (bright); A leaning
against K gives tk xidl (rest).

ri  sun
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Characters of this type which do not contain
phonetic components account for only a small pro-
portion of all Chinese characters, but many of them
are in common use.

The overwhelming majority of Chinese characters
contain a phonetic component. In addition to this
phonetic, they contain a signific, which indicates the
meaning. For instance, in the character ¥ cdo
(grass), the signific + (originally a picture of grass)
carries the meaning while the phonetic ¥ zdo provides
an approximate guide to the sound.

Learning to recognize phonetics and significs is
a help to learning characters. Knowing the pro-
nunciation of one character, by analogy it is possible
to infer the pronunciation of many others containing
the same phonetic.
For example:

7 fang:
% fang 15 fang 5 fang <45 fing
% fang 17 fang 3¢ fang

e ba:
ve,ba % ba ¥ ba ¥ ba je bi
% ba 4 ba
Because pronunciation has changed over the
centuries, many phonetics now indicate only the
approximate sound, like % zdo in # cido. Others
no longer indicate the sound at all. Owing to changes
in the form of characters, some significs no longer
have their original shape. Therefore significs and
phonetics are only a limited aid in learning characters.
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II. Structure of Characters and
Rules for Writing

Some characters are quite complex, and to remem-
ber them one must analyze them. Characters are
generally composed of several basic structural parts
called ‘““character components”. Some character com-
ponents can stand by themselves; for instance, A is
itself a character. Most characters, however, are made
up of two or more components. Some are made up
of upper and lower parts, like si % (think) and cio %
(grass); others of right and left sides, like pai 44 (tap)
and hong - (red); still others of inside and outside
parts, like gué B (country) and kang & (healthy).
Although the number of characters is quite large, there
are only a limited number of character components.

All character components are written with the fol-
lowing eight basic strokes:

Stroke Name

»
‘ & diin dot
- # héng horizontal

l nz shi vertical
/ H#&  pié left-falling
AN # na right-falling
v # ti rising

]LL\‘ %  gou hook

“' -—n I zhé turning
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