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he First Edition of this work in 1980

E brought to fulfillment the long-term objec-

tive of the Editor to establish a firm basis for
the comparative study of librarianship. Efforts to
analyze the respective circumstances of librarianship
in countries around the world are limited by the lack
of factual data as a starting point for more in-depth
study. For many countries there exists no readily
available description of the major institutions that
educate librarians and provide library and informa-
tion services, including their size and scope.

The ALA World Encyclopedia attempts to fill this
fundamental gap in the literature. Its historical arti-
cles trace the development of the field, an overview
enriched by current description of library and infor-
mation services in countries around the world.
Professional concepts and principles are explained
and analyzed in articles ranging from Abstracting
and Indexing to Young Adult Services. Biographies
bring to life the major activities in the lives of per-
sons who have played a part in shaping the field.

In planning the Second Edition of this work, the
editors consulted with the Advisers on its content
and paid careful attention to the published reviews
of the First Edition. The plan for the Second Edition
called for 85 percent of the book to comprise new
or completely revised contributions. When a com-
plete revision by a contributor was not possible, the
editors have revised the articles, including updated
statistics and new illustrations. The editorial plan for
the Second Edition continues its emphasis on the
Ouiline of Contents as a guide to the organization of
knowledge of the field. The Parallel Index in the
margins of the text pages of the First Edition has
been replaced by an expanded, conventional Index
at the end of the text. The new Index also ties the
Encyclopedia to the ALA Yearbook of Library and In-

« formation Services; that annual volume provides ad-
ditional or continuing coverage of topics in the ALA

World Encyclopedia.

This Second Edition of the ALA World Encyclope-
dia, whose one million words represent a 43 percent
increase over the First Edition, follows the editorial
plan of the First Edition.

There are six basic categories of articles:

(1) One hundred fifty-two structured articles cover
the status and condition of libraries in countries
of the world and provide statistics. Nine other
articles cover the history and role of libraries
from ancient times to the present.

(2) Eight articles cover the major types of institu-
tions that deliver library, and information ser-

oy T

Editor’s Preface

vices. Contributors’ comprehensive articles ex-
plore the purpose, characteristic services,
clientele, and patterns of governance, finance,
and administration of the institutions. They rep-
resent an editorial approach to comparative li-
brarianship thait attempts to discern commonali-
ties and differcnces in these institutions and their
practices as th2y exist in many countries.

(3) Thirty articles deal with the principles and prac-
tices of librar anship and information manage-
ment, explaining and analyzing the fundamental
processes and basic types of services to the many
different client groups.

(4) Nine articles cover the field of education and re-
search from early apprenticeship to formal li-
brary education.

(5) Thirty-three articles describe the activities of
significant international organizations, agencies,
and associations.

(6) Two hundred cighteen biographical subjects (an
increase of almost a third over the First Edition)
are from different places of the world and differ-
cnt times. They were selected for inclusion from
nominations mide by the international advisory
group. Among the editors’ criteria for inclusion
are: foundation of an important library, or a pri-
mary role in a major library’s growth, develop-
ment, and influence; author of seminal writings
of great impact and lasting influence; leadership
in the professicn, including activity in profes-
sional associations; significant activity as a li-
brary educator; contribution to the theory of li-
brarianship in any of the field’s components;
exemplary role us a practitioner, within any part
of the profession; publisher of related books and
periodicals; and leadership in important national
and internationa! bibliographic enterprises.

The articles, which are alphabetically arranged,
vary in length from several hundred words to more
than 25,000 (Academic Libraries, for example).
They were designed to provide enough space to
treat significant aspects of each topic; hundreds of
statistical tables, cha-ts, and illustrations enrich and
enliven the text.

The 411 contributors and 31 advisers from around
the world gave extraordinary cooperation in re-
sponse to the editors’ requests, and the knowledge,
experience, and prof:ssional and scholarly achieve- .
ments of the authors ire reflected in the pages of this
work. The editors acknowledge their contributions
with sincere gratitude.



Grateful acknowledgments go especially to Joel
Lee and Don Stewart, who shared major editorial
responsibility, and to Christine Roos, who kept
track of our progress. The editorial team of editors,
translators, writers, and production specialists
worked in great harmony to reach a superb level of
technological efficiency and editorial achievement. |
extend my highest compliments to them.

This revised and enlarged Second Edition of the
ALA World Encyclopedia of Library and Information
Services builds upon the success of the First Edition.

The editors were encouraged by the response to the
original publication and hope that our eftorts to im-
prove it will be received similarly.

ROBERT WEDGEWORTH
Editor

May 7, 1986

Columbia University
School of Library Service
New York, New York
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This Outline is organized under five principal divisions.

Part One, on The Library in Society, covers the history
and rolc of libraries from ancient times to the present. In
addition to ninc major articles on historical periods, 152
articles cover librarics and librarianship in scparate articles
on the countries of the world. The articles, which appear
in alphabctical order in the text, usually include compre-
hensive statistical information and tables. Biographics ap-
pear in the Outline under major headings according to pe-
riod and placc.

* Part Two, on The Library as an Institution, compriscs
cight major articles on the principal types of libraries and
archives. Articles emphasize North America but examples
and gencralizations arc also drawn from various systems
in other sections of the world.

PART ONE: The Library in SOCiety

Outline of Contents

Part Three, on Theory and Practice of Librarianship, deals
with the heart of librarianship. Thirty articles bring to-
gether under broad titles the principles and practices of
librarianship and information management.

Part Four, on Education and Research, in ninc major arti-
cles covers librarianship, information science, and archival
administration. The articles treat the fundamentals of cur-
riculum content and issues in rescarch and education.

Part Five, on International Library, Information, and Biblio-
graphical Organizations, compriscs 33 articles that describe
the growth and development of international information
systems and enumecrate the key organizations on the inter-
national level.

Article titles are sct in CAPITAL LETTERS in the following
Outline of Contents.

I. Ancient World
A. EGYPT (ANCIENT) 262
B. NEAR EAST (Babylonia and Assyria)
1. Third Millennium B.C.
2. Sccond Millennium B.C.
3. Assurbanipal’s Library (7th century B.C.)
GREECE (ANCIENT) 314
. ALEXANDRIAN LIBRARY 39
ROME 714
BYZANTINE LIBRARIES (through the 15th
century A.D.) 149
G. ISLAMIC LIBRARIES (7th to 17th centuries
A.D.) 391
Biographies—Ancient World
ASSURBANIPAL 82

593

MU0

BENEDICT, SAINT 106
CALLIMACHUS 152
CASSIODORUS 168

II. Middle Ages through the Renaissance
(17th century)
A. MIDDLE AGES, LIBRARIES IN THE 552
B. RENAISSANCE LIBRARIES 699
1. Manuscript Book Production
2. Impact of Printing
3. Humanism and the Renaissance Book
4. Notablc Librarics
5. Role of Librarians
Biographies—Middle Ages through the
Renaissance
BODLEY, SIR THOMAS
*GESNER, CONRAD 309
MAUNSELL, ANDREW 519

127

NAUDE, GABRIEL 592
PLATINA, BARTOLOMEO 647

III. Modern World. In the articles that follow, topics
arc covered under headings for: history; national
library; academic libraries; public libraries; school
librarics and media centers; special libraries and the
profession.

A. Africa
ALGERIA 41
ANGOLA 49
BENIN 107
BOTSWANA 132
BURKINA FASO
BURUNDI 147
CAMEROON 153
CAPE VERRPE 116
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC
CHAD 181
CONGO 216
DJIBOUTI 252
EGYPT 263
EQUATORIAL GUINEA 267
ETHIOPIA 270
GABON 296
THE GAMBIA 296
GHANA 310
GUINEA 319
GUINEA-BISSAU 319
IVORY COAST 400
KENYA 416
LESOTHO 451

146

177
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