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POTTERY AND PORCEILAIN—THE INVENTION AND
CREATION FROM EARTH, MUD AND FIRE

--The Exhibition on Pottery and Porcelain
Excavated in Baoji

About 14—15 thousand years ago, ancestors had begun using physical and chemical
ways to change the condition of earth. As a kind of nature resource, the earth existed
around them and was very easy to get. Through the way of their long time test, experiment
and exploration, they knew the ropes of making the pottery ware gradually, such as how
to mine soil, how to filter mud, how to cast, shape, burn the object, etc.. Based on these
developments, people stepped into a new age—storing and cooking all in the way of vessel
and utensil. Since then, more and more conceptions, technologies, skills, shapes, designs
were invented and emerged in large numbers in following years. The invention of porcelain,
following the pottery ware, has been accompanying the mankind to walk out of primitive
age, enter into the age of civilization and move forward into modern society.

Actually, comparing the huge world, the pottery and porcelain found in Baoji, a small
area, is not able to show the great and excellent culture of pottery and porcelain developed
in the history of mankind. But as same as that a drop of water can reflect the brilliance of
sun, the limited collection of pottery and porcelain collected in Baoji also can show the
long history of making and using pottery and porcelain, the intelligence of creation and
invention, as well as the hidden cultural information and historic password.

Simple terracotta ware was created by prehistoric ancestor firstly. Although its
categories, such as basin, bowl, jar, pot, etc. were not abundant, they can meet people’s
fundamental needs of cooking and drinking. Those elegant pots with slim neck and dynamic
color painted patterns depict people’s essential aspiring to wonderful life. Furthermore,

some special pottery wares appeared firstly in Baoji, such as pointed-bottom jar, conjoined
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cooking pot and kitchen stove, etc. show ancestors’ original spirit of creation.

Although the ancestor had not invented the grey pottery because they did not grasp

the technologies of water injection and carburization, these special pottery wares still
contain their strong and deep feeling and love for warm colors, fire and sunshine. The
appearance and popularization of some kinds of three-foot pottery wares, such as “jia”,
“Li”, etc, are not only the mark of approaching of last period of Prehistory age, but
also the result of cultural exchange and influence in bigger area from more people.

In Xia, Shang and Zhou Dynasties, Chinese civilization stepped into Bronze Age.
Nobles started to use utensil made of bronze and tin, and enjoyed the luxury life. The
proto-porcelain, that came far away from the southern part of China or had been
burnt in northern part of China, provided more choices for the people and enriched the
quality of life in large degree. In this period, pottery ware was dispensable. But for the
civilian population, pottery ware still was in close relation with their livelihood. Many
of pottery wares, such as steamer, basin, jar, etc. still offered essential convenience to
their living. At that time, the social technology in present mainly focused on bronze skill.
The making of pottery ware mainly carried on as before and people seldom invented
new. Therefore, the masterpiece was rare. But the pottery wares used by the people
lived in different areas were similar in category and different in shape. In Xia, Shang
and Zhou Dynasties, people had to migrate due to social and political reason. Through
the differences on the features of pottery ware shape, archaeological findings uncover
masterly secrecies regarding cultural replacement, people’s migration and revive
scientifically vague history that had been recorded for long time.

The unified Qin, Han Dynasty and Wei-Jin Period stayed in ripened Iron
Age. Pottery ware used by people in different social level still was in the dependent
condition. Domestic earthenware still was very simple. But, the art on tile-end, a
kind of architectural material, and buried earthenware were magnificent and full of
variety. Plenty of terracotta figurines, livestock and animals were vivid. The terracotta
courtyard, pavilion, storage, lamp, etc. usually were praised due to their dense
and magnificent patterns, shapes and forms. People put their worldly supplication,
aspiration, wish and faith on another world. Lead-glaze (glaze covering the surface
of pottery ware), a new technology invented in Western Han Dynasty, represented
the intelligence of craftsmen and remarkable achievement. Red, yellow, brown and
green glaze, brilliant colors and painted patterns shined the appearance of all kinds of
pottery products and offered plenty of masterpieces. The early stage of buried porcelain
excavated from high-level tombs, inherited the technology of proto-porcelain, and even
developed more. Whether it has been burnt in large scale in northern part of China is
an obvious and interesting theme to be paid attention.

In Sui and Tang Dynasty, in the wake of more developments in social economy,



main aspect of utensil of daily life was porcelain. Although it was in the beginning step of
making porcelain and the quantity of excavated objects was little, masterpieces still were
found occasionally. The market of porcelain products tended to the buried object that

can present the feature of this era. The fashionable buried object belonging to the people
with certain status, such as pottery camel, horse, people from Western Region, musician,
maidservant, tomb guard animal, etc. all were in relation with market logistics. Buried tri-
colored glazed pottery, as the peak of development of glazed pottery, revealed elegant,
graceful and poised impressive appearance. From another point of view, it also showed
prosperous Tang Dynasty.

Yaozhou Kiln, the famous celadon kiln factory in northern part of China, started to
develop originally in Northern Song Dynasty and created a system of its own. Baoji situated
in the business center of product trade of this kiln system. Plenty of porcelain products
belonging to Yaozhou kiln system were excavated in Lixin Lane of Baoji City and Yidian
Town of Qishan County. For the bowl in shape of bamboo rain hat, pot, plate, etc. the base
is thin, glaze is dense, the color of glaze is light blue mixing the yellow, pattern is carved
sharply, and line is painted smoothly. The skills of carving, stamping, scratching, etc.
represent the general and fundamental feature, and also reflect people’s increasing needs
for daily life utensils. The artistic images on the surface of buried brick carving dated
back to Song and Jin Dynasty, such as Pegasus, maidservant, the stories of submissive and
obedient sons, become the reflection of current achievement of making pottery products. It
also reflects era aspiration and deep influence from Neo-Confucianism. The size of pottery
figurine excavated from the tomb dated back to Yuan Dynasty, is smaller than before. It
was regarded as the further decadency of funeral custom. But the unique style and feature
showed from the dressing, offer us precious information to know social custom of Yuan
Dynasty and Mongolian.

After Song and Yuan Dynasty, pottery ware used for daily life started to move far

away from the center of people’s living. Their usage was shown mostly in the aspect of

architecture and funeral culture. It results from an essential principle—survival of fittest. g
The industry of making porcelain that developed quickly, had been able to provide more g
functional utensil for the people. Although there was not any kiln in Baoji before Ming ‘é_
Dynasty, three kilns appeared in Ming Dynasty. Actually, it was in relation with not only =
the popularization of technology on making porcelain, but also the resource of kaolin gm
existed in Linyou County, Long County, etc. Furthermore, it resulted from social needs to i
porcelain. Therefore, it is not necessary for us to astonish it. VII
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Pottery is an important part of ancient material culture that created
by human who use natural resources at the first time. Original meaning of
"Tao" is the "hill", later, referring to the container that was made by the
clay. With the development of the meaning of "Tao", it extended the meaning
of culture, education, happiness and joy. Compare with the solemn bronze
wares, the plain potteries are more close to People's Daily life and more can
reflect the ancestors rich emotional world. Let's stop to listen to the potteries'

words, they are about the interesting life of ancient people.
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POTTERIES IN THE NEOLITHIC
AGE (ABOUT 10,000~4,000
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According to legend, Yan Emperor was the ancestor of ceramics. In
fact, about 17,000~18,000 years ago, there was emerged pottery in China. If
the use of fire made human get rid of the Wild times, ceramics was the leap
of human from the lgnorance to the Civilization. Every simple and plain
pottery contains the secret of the oldest Five Elements of China, such as a
pile of soil, a jar of water, several bundles of sticks and a kiln of rising fire.
Peaceful, tenacity and simple are the standards of superior pottery, which

are also the spiritual temperament that the ancients pursued.
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Pottery House, Yangshao Culture

Neolithic Age

Height 8.8cm

Diameter of base 5.6cm
Excavated from Youfeng town,
Wugong County, Xianyang
City, Shaanxi Province

Baoji Bronze Museum

Potteries in The Neolithic Age (About 10,000~4,000 years ago)




