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THE FEDERAL CAZLTTE,
City of Philadelphia.

T a Meeiing of the Corporation,
Augult 28, 1593, called exprels-
Iy to take inte caniidcration the pre-
fenr alarming fate of the city, the
Mavor laid before the Board, the {ol-
lovring leiters and orders, which he
had frem time to time, iflued vpon the
occafion ; and which, at the requcil of
the Corporation, are now laid belore
the public.

GeNTLEMEN,

A5 theie is great realon toapprehend
that a dangeious, infc&iovs diforder
Dow prevails in this city, itis the dury
ol every dcpar;mcnt of authority to
take the molt ¢fFfeQusl prcv.an:inm to
prevent its [preading : Andas the keep-
1y ihe (treets at this time as clean as
pajfible may conduce to rhat defirable
objett, I require that vou will immedi-
ately upon the receipt of this letter, cm-
ploy the [cavengers in making the
fireets and gatters in svery port of the
town as clean as poflible, and that as
falt as the flth be laid together, that it
be immediately hauled away.

! recommend that they begin to clesn
firft in Wacer ftreer, and all the alleys
aud paffoges from thence into Froar-
{trcei, and then praceed to clean the
oiher more airy ftreets.

Texpect that the inhabitants will have
the fatisfaétion -of feeing this bufine(s
going on, this afternoon or to-morrow
morning ; any delay on yoar part will
reafunably be conlidered as an impro-
per attention to a very eflential duty.

MATTHEW CLARKSON, Mayor.

Phila. Aug. 23, 1793.

City Commifioners.
f B iy
GexrrEMEN,

WHILST the prefent contagious fe-
ver (hall continue in this city, it will
be proper that every precaution be ta-
ken, that can in any degree prevent its
fpreeding ; and as it may conduce 1o
that delivable end, I defire that you
will be particalarly attentive, to caule
[l the [treets, lanes and alleys, inevery
part of the City, to be kept in a con-
tant f{tire of cleanlinefs, and 1o caufe
he filth and dirt to be hauled away, as
peedily as it is heaped together, In
xecuting this duty, you muft not con-
ine. voorlelves 1o the fimes prefcribed
y ths ordinance, but caule it to be
~ite as rouch cfiener as may be necef:
s:v, to Keep them effectually clean,

ne extea expance attending this bufi-
cis, will be allowsd in account,

MA T THEW, CLARNSON, Mayer:

FUR L FLULRAL GAZLi1L,.

—_—

Me. Bzowx,

WISH thiough the channel of your

prper, forthe good ef the public,
to introduce a hint 10 the Grave-Dig-
gers of this city, to lay every carple a
proper depthunder pround ; as infec-
tious diforders, are liable 10 be {pread,
when they are not abovetwo feet under
the carth, which I have realon 10 be-
lieve, has been fome times the cafe.

MONITOR.

Aug. 30.

European Iﬁtelligence,

Rectived by the Ship Adriana, Captain
Robertfon.
[ ContiNvEDp. ]

LOND O_El, June 24.

Admiralty-Ofice, Fune 22, 1793.
Copy of a letter frolj Caprain Edward
Pellew, of his Muj:fty’s fhip La
Nymphe, to Mr. Stephens, dated oft
= Poriland, June 19, 1797,

I have the honor to inform you, that,
atday-light yeflerday morning, I was
{o fortunate as ro fall in with the Na.
tignal French Frigate, La Cleopatra,
mounting furty guns, and manned with
320 men, commanded by Monfieur Jean

Mullon, three days from St. Maloes,’

and bad teken nothing.

We brought  her ta clofe a&ion at
half paft (x,and in Hfty-five minutes
teck poffeffion of her; the two fhips
having fallen on board cach other, we
boarded her from the quarter-deck, and
ftrack her coloursy and finding it im-
poffible to ciear the fhips, then hanging
head and (tern, we came to anchor,
which divided vs, after we had receiv-
ed oa board 150 prifoners. The ene-
my foughr us like brave men, neither
(hip firing a fhot until we had hailed.—

nanis -wounded : the number of men
not yet alcerrained, but, from the beft

accounts, about fixty ; her mizen-maft
overboard, and her uller fhot off.

I am cxtremely concerned (he was
not purchafed at a lels expence of va-
luable officers and men on our part,
whole gallantry I cannot fufficiently
regret, and te whofe lofs I cannor poffi.
bly do jultice. We had twenty-three
men  killed, and twenty-feven men
wounded, of which a lift is encloled.

I am very particularly indebted to.my
firlt licarenant, Mr. Ambherft-Morris,
and no lels fo to leintenants George
Luke and Richard Pellew, and I was

Vo iad Adel 27! 1703,

Feismterdad s shia cuaavas sdaarl Riss

Her caprain was killed, three lieute-.

generofity of the Englith Nation,
*¢ Your Lordhip will fee that it
necellity alone that made me change
name, when § came 1o f(eek an afyl
in England. 1 refpeé the Laws. ]
fition I made ufe of when at Do
was merely local, and I haften o
pair it by a true declaru:ion of myl
“ 1f my requelt can be gran:cd
will comply with whatever the pru le
of the Minifter fhall require of me,
[ have the honour to be, &:.
(Signed) « DUMOURILR

Lord GRENVILLE's ANSWER.
¢ Whitchall, Fune 16, 1793

“{ received, Sir, this morning, |
Letter you did me the honour o
drefs te me. It isthe bufinefs »f
Secreiary of State for the Home I
partment to take the orders of His A
Jefty relative to the refidence of Al
n this Kingdom, and to notify the {a
officially ; bat as it is to me thity
have addreed yonrfelf on this occ afi
] cannot do otherwife than aclino
ledge the receipt of your Letter, a
anfwer the demands which it contai

¢ Your ftay in England will be fu
je& to teo many inconvenicnie,
make it poffible for the Government
this Countty ro permit it. I cannot |
regret, that you had nor gained inf
mation in this particular before lﬂ
came to England. If your wih
been made known to me befoey
undertook the journey, I woulc hi
informed you without referve, that
would have been a ufelefs one. It
maing now with me 10 point out oy
my opinion, that you muft cofor
without delay, to the decifion [ h:
been under the neceflity to com mul
cate ro you by this Letrer. ‘

¢ I have the honour 10 be, &c.
(Signed) “« GRENVILLE,
M. Duxovricr.

About the middle of the diy,
Thuifday laft, a dreadful fire breke ¢
at Staaton St Joho's, about four mi
from Oxford, which entirely deltroy
twenty-one dwelling-houfes, five bar
and divers other out buildings, by whi
many of the inhabitants are red: ced
the utmolt diftrefs,

Commercial Failures,

THE malicious and ablurd atten
to charge the late commercial failu
to the account of the war is prope
expofed in the follewing obfervarif
introduced into the fourth edition!
Mr, Bowlies’s Real Grounds of the W

“ Imported however as the war is
its obje&t, and jult in its principle,
moft illiberal endecavoors are made

jenbance its difficalties, to depreci



For Mike and Ben—my wonderful, at-home

germ machines. This one’s for you!

With love, Dad
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153 THE PHYLADELPHIA DIRECTORTY.

Warner Swen, laf and heel maker, 24, Chefnut St.

Warner Jofeph, lalt and heel maker, 14, Chefnut St.

Woarner Ann, 20, Mulberry St.

Warner . John, ivory turner and whale-bone cutter, 28, Ne.
Fourth St.

‘Warner James, haiy-fieve maker, 1, Coombes’s alle

Warner Heronimus, brafs founder, 26, No. Eigth St.

Warren James, fhip carpenter, 420, So. Front St.

Warren Mary, fchoolmiftrefs, Shepherd’s all

‘Warrington Benjamin, labourer, 19, Plumbegt. Southwark

Warrington Cefar, labourer, 123, Pine St.

Wart Efther, widow, Saagﬁ;; near Broad St.

Warts Jacob, labaurer, 16, Plumb St. Southwark

Wartman Adam, merchant, 169, No. Third St.

Wgsnmcrou GEoRGE, Prefident of the United States; 190, High

t. )

Wallem Chriftopher, labourer, 23, Vernon St.

Waterman Jefle, fchoolmatfter, 103, Chefnut St.

‘Waters Thomas, gentleman, 69, No. Second St. '

Waters Mathaniel, hatter, 847, No. Second St.

Waters Juhn, {choolmalter, 272, So. Second St.

‘Waters Thomas, well digger baek, 154, Spruce St.

‘Watkins James, joiner, 121, Mulberry St. :

Watkins Thomas, bruthmaker, 13, Strawberry St. 1

Watkins John, boot and fhoemaker, 17, Cedar St. T

g;\tkin-s‘David, ‘grocer, Crab lane, near Shippen St. Southwark
atkins William, tobacconift, 167, So. Front, and 166, So.
Water St. A ’

Watfon John, clerk in the bank of North America, 254, High
St. s :

Watfon Charles C. taylor, 93, So. Second St. ‘N Rpa R,

Watfon Margaret, milliner, 177, So. Second St.

Wation Williand, fea captain, §8, Duke St. No. Lib.

Watfon Tcmas, grocer, 48, Lombard St.

Woatfon Benjamin, copperfmith, 140, Se. Fourth St.

Watts George, fea captain, 13, Vernon St.

Way George fen. coachmaker, 79, Dock St.

Way Andrew, taylor, s1, Quarry St.

‘Way George jun. coachmaker, 25, Carter’s alley

Wayne Elizabeth, widow, 440, So. Front St.

Wayne Samuel, houfe carpenter, 13, Key’s alley

Wayne William, lumber merchant, 166, No. Front St. .

Wayne Jacob, cabinet and chair maker, 162, No. Frent and 17,
Key’s alley

Weatherby Samuel, corder of wood, 82, No. Water St.

. Weatherby Margaret, widow, 3, Strawberry St.

Weatherftone Peter, hoitler, 393, No. Second St.

Weatherftone John, butcher, corner of Crown and Vine Sts.
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CHAPTER ONE

No One Noticed

About this time, this destroying scourge,

the malignant fever, crept in among us.

—MATHEW CAREY, NOVEMBER 1793

Saturday, August 3, 1793. The sun came up, as it had every day since
the end of May, bright, hot, and unrelenting. The swamps and marshes
south of Philadelphia had already lost a great deal of water to the
intense heat, while the Delaware and Schuylkill Rivers had receded to
reveal long stretches of their muddy, root-choked banks. Dead fish and
gooey vegetable matter were exposed and rotted, while swarms of
insects droned in the heavy, humid air.

In Philadelphia itself an increasing number of cats were dropping
dead every day, attracting, one Philadelphian complained, “an amazing
number of flies and other insects.” Mosquitoes were everywhere,
though their high-pitched whirring was particularly loud near rain bar-
rels, gutters, and open sewers.

These sewers, called “sinks,” were particularly ripe this year. Most
streets in the city were unpaved and had no system of covered sewers

OPPOSITE: From James Hardie's Philadelphia Directory 1
and Register, /793. (THe LiBRARY COMPANY OF PHILADELPHIA)



2 AN AMERICAN PLAGUE

and pipes to channel water away from buildings. Instead, deep holes
were dug at various street corners to collect runoff water and anything
else that might be washed along. Dead animals were routinely tossed
into this soup, where everything decayed and sent up noxious bubbles
to foul the air.

Down along the docks lining the Delaware, cargo was being loaded
onto ships that would sail to New York, Boston, and other distant ports.
The hard work of hoisting heavy casks into the hold was accompanied
by the stevedores’ usual grunts and muttered oaths.

The men laboring near Water Street had particular reason to curse.
The sloop Amelia from Santo Domingo had anchored with a cargo of

The ferryboat (right) from Camden, New Jersey, has just arrived at the busy Arch
Street dock. (THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA)




No One Noticed 3

coffee, which had spoiled during the voyage. The bad coffee was
dumped on Ball’s Wharf, where it putrefied in the sun and sent out a
powerful odor that could be smelled over a quarter mile away.
Benjamin Rush, one of Philadelphia’s most celebrated doctors and a
signer of the Declaration of Independence, lived three long blocks from
Ball’s Wharf, but he recalled that the coffee stank *“to the great annoy-
ance of the whole neighborhood.”

Despite the stench, the streets nearby were crowded with people
that morning—ship owners and their captains talking seriously, shout-
ing children darting between wagons or climbing on crates and barrels,
well-dressed men and women out for a stroll, servants and slaves hurry-
ing from one chore to the next. Philadelphia was then the largest city in
North America, with nearly 51,000 inhabitants; those who didn’t
absolutely have to be indoors working had escaped to the open air to
seek relief from the sweltering heat.

Many of them stopped at one of the city’s 415 shops, whose doors
and windows were wide open to let in light and any hint of a cooling
breeze. The rest continued along, headed for the market on High Street.

Here three city blocks were crowded with vendors calling their
wares while eager shoppers studied merchandise or haggled over
weights and prices. Horse-drawn wagons clattered up and down the
cobblestone street, bringing in more fresh vegetables, squawking chick-
ens, and squealing pigs. People commented on the stench from Ball’s
Wharf, but the market’s own ripe blend of odors—of roasting meats,
strong cheeses, days-old sheep and cow guts, dried blood, and horse
manure—tended to overwhelm all others.

One and a half blocks from the market was the handsomely refur-
bished mansion of Robert Morris, a wealthy manufacturer who had
used his fortune to help finance the Revolutionary War. Morris was
lending this house to George and Martha Washington and had moved
himself into another, larger one he owned just up the block. Washington



Rich and poor do their food shopping along Market Street.
(THE LIBRARY COMPANY OF PHILADELPHIA)

was then president of the United States, and Philadelphia was the tem-
porary capital of the young nation and the center of its federal govern-
ment. Washington spent the day at home in a small, stuffy office seeing
visitors, writing letters, and worrying. It was the French problem that
was most on his mind these days.

Not so many years before, the French monarch, Louis XVI, had
sent money, ships, and soldiers to aid the struggling Continental Army’s
fight against the British. The French aid had been a major reason why
Washington was able to surround and force General Charles Cornwallis
to surrender at Yorktown in 1781. This military victory eventually led to
a British capitulation three years later and to freedom for the United
States—and lasting fame for Washington.

Then, in 1789, France erupted in its own revolution. The common
people and a few nobles and churchmen soon gained complete power in
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France and beheaded Louis XVI in January 1793. Many of France’s
neighbors worried that similar revolutions might spread to their coun-
tries and wanted the new French republic crushed. Soon after the king
was put to death, revolutionary France was at war with Great Britain,
Holland, Spain, and Austria.

Naturally, the French republic had turned to the United States for
help, only to have President Washington hesitate. Washington knew that
he and his country owed the French an eternal debt. He simply wasn’t
sure that the United States had the military strength to take on so many
formidable foes.

Many citizens felt Washington’s Proclamation of Neutrality was a
betrayal of the French people. His own secretary of state, Thomas
Jefferson, certainly did, and he argued bitterly with Treasury Secretary
Alexander Hamilton over the issue. Wasn’t the French fight for individ-
ual freedom, Jefferson asked, exactly like America’s struggle against
British oppression?

The situation was made worse in April by the arrival of the French
republic’s new minister, Edmond Charles Genét. Genét’s first action in
the United States was to hire American privateers, privately owned and
manned ships, to attack and plunder British ships in the name of his
government. He then traveled to Philadelphia to ask George Washington
to support his efforts. Washington gave Genét what amounted to a diplo-
matic cold shoulder, meeting with him very briefly, but refusing to dis-
cuss the subject of United States support of the French. But a large
number of United States citizens loved Genét and the French cause and
rallied around him.

Pro-French sympathies were further heightened in July by the sud-
den influx of 2,100 French refugees, who were fleeing a fierce slave
rebellion in Santo Domingo. Pro-French demonstrations were held near
the president’s home and escalated in intensity. Vice President John
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Adams was extremely nervous about this “French Madness” and
recalled that “ten thousand people in the streets of Philadelphia . . .
threatened to drag Washington out of his house, and effect a revolution
in the government or compel it to declare war in favor of the French
Revolution.”

While Washington worried, the city’s taverns, beer gardens, and
coffeehouses—all 176 of them—were teeming with activity that
Saturday. There men, and a few women, lifted their glasses in toasts and
singing and let the hours slip away in lively conversation. Business and
politics and the latest gossip were the favorite topics. No doubt the heat,
the foul stink from Ball’s Wharf, and the country’s refusal to join with
France were discussed and argued over at length.

In all respects it seemed as if August 3 was a very normal day, with
business and buying and pleasure as usual.

Oh, there were a few who felt a tingle of unease. For weeks an
unusually large supply of wild pigeons had been for sale at the market.
Popular folklore suggested that such an abundance of pigeons always
brought with it unhealthy air and sickness.

Dr. Rush had no time for such silly notions, but he, too, sensed that
something odd was happening. His concern focused on a series of ill-
nesses that had struck his patients throughout the year—the mumps in
January, jaw and mouth infections in February, scarlet fever in March,
followed by influenza in July. “There was something in the heat and
drought,” the good doctor speculated, “which was uncommon, in their
influence upon the human body.”

The Reverend J. Henry C. Helmuth of the Lutheran congregation,
too, thought something was wrong in the city, though it had nothing to
do with sickness of the body. It was the souls of its citizens he worried
about. “Philadelphia . . . seemed to strive to exceed all other places in
the breaking of the Sabbath,” he noted. An increasing number of people
shunned church and went instead to the taverns, where they drank and



A group of well-to-do men gather at the City Tavern to drink, smoke their pipes, and
talk away the afternoon. (THE LIBRARY COMPANY OF PHILADELPHIA)

gambled; too many others spent their free time in theaters which dis-
played “rope-dancing and other shows.” Sooner or later, he warned, the
city would feel God’s displeasure.

Rush and Helmuth would have been surprised to know that their
worries were turning to reality on August 3. For on that Saturday a
young French sailor rooming at Richard Denny’s boarding house, over
on North Water Street, was desperately ill with a fever. Eighteenth-
century record keeping wasn’t very precise, so no one bothered to write



