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Hebei Province Photographers Association
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Hebei Natural Ecological Photography Association
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Tangshan City Photographers Association
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PREFACE ON PHOTOGRAPH ALBUM
OF INTERNATIONAL HORTICULTURAL
EXPOSITION

In this golden autumn of October, the 32nd International Horticultural Exposition
came to an end in Tangshan, and meantime, coinciding with the 40th Anniversary
of Tangshan Earthquake Relief. Forty years is just a moment in the long process
of human history, but after the Blu-ray flashing, Tangshan people have built a
new city from the ruins and have reborn from the fire with straight back and
tenacious soul which created a miracle of rebirth on fire!

The honor remained with the heroic Tangshan people! With the development
of China’s modern industry, this emerging city has created four “Number One”
in China’s industrial history. After the founding of new China, the metallurgy,
coal, electric power, ceramic, mechanical manufacturing and building material
industry of Tangshan play an important role all over the country and Tangshan
has become the important national industrial base. On July 28th, 1967, that
unexpected earthquake has claimed 240,000 Tangshan people’s lives and the
entire city was razed to the ground in a state of devastation...... When disaster
came, hundreds of millions hands has been extended from all directions to light
up the lamp in Tangshan people’s hearts. They buried their relatives’ bodies and
dusted themselves off. With constantly striving for improvement, they forged
ahead and fought a vigorous battle of rebuilding. The earthquake relief work has
made remarkable achievements.

40 years after the earthquake, the marching steps of Tangshan never stop. The
spring breeze of reform and opening—up injects thriving vitality into this scarred
city. Tangshan people carry forward the earthquake relief spirit of “selfless,
sharing weal and woe, persistence, marching forward courageously”. They make
unremitting progress and forget themselves in struggling. With the economic
development changing with each passing day, the city appearance taking on an
entirely new look and people’s living standards constantly improving, Tangshan
was awarded for UN Habitat Scroll of Honor in 1990 and the first city all over the
country received the honor. New Tangshan is standing like a giant at the Coast of
Bohai Sea and going ahead in the province even in the whole country with heads
held high.




The CPC central committee and the state council pay special attention to
Tangshan. In July 2010, Xi Jinping, then the vice president of China, inspected
Tangshan and issued a directive that is “try to build Tangshan as the window
city of northeast Asia economic cooperation, new industrial base in Circum—
Bohai-Sea region and the important fulcrum of capital economy circle”, which
pointed out the new development direction for Tangshan. Start again. Tangshan
has stepped into a fast transformation and development period. With structure
adjusting as the main thread, high technology as the foundation and circular
economy as the key point, Tangshan tries to walk out a development road of
resource saving, environmental friendly and innovation driving.

With gratitude in the heart and the self-improvement will in the chest, Tangshan
successfully won the bid to hold International Horticultural Exposition 2016 to
show the gratitude for the concern and support of CPC and the whole nation
over the years. With flowers as the medium, we report to the common people the
amazing achievement of reconstruction and recovery and rapid development in
the forty years of earthquake relief.

At this flourishing age, a phoenix comes with grace to rest. Tangshan set the
theme of this IH Expo as “City and Nature - Phoenix Nirvana”, advocated the idea
of “Fashionable Horticulture, Green & Environmental Protection, Low—carbon Life
and Harmonious Coexistence of the City and the Nature”, and the core site was
located in South Lake Urban Central Ecological Park whose “previous existence”
is the depression area formed by coal mining after hundreds of years. The heroic
and talented Tangshan people have conducted twice large scale governance
on this and the “urban scar” has been changed into park with lake and green
spaces. Tangshan successively won the following titles, namely “China Habitat
Environment Example Prize”, “Dubai International Award for Best Practice to
Improve the Living Environment” and “China Eco-Culture Demonstration Base”
and so on.

In April 2016, this extraordinary city has attracted the attention all over the

world. With the grand opening ceremony of International Horticultural Exposition,
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people saw that here is full of the fragrance of flowers, brilliant purples and
reds, grass and trees turning green, a small bridge over the flowing stream,
plank road winding...... The beauty of horticulture intoxicated millions of guests
from all over the world. On July 28, 2016, Xi Jinping, General Secretary of the
CPC Central Committee, Chinese President and Chairman of the Central Military
Commission, once again came to Tangshan on the 40th Anniversary of Tangshan
Earthquake Relief, “visited this heroic city and heroic people” and highly praised
that Tangshan people devoted themselves into earthquake relief, reconstruction
and recovery and reform and development, which “wrote a magnificent poem with
both happy and tragic in the history of struggle of Chinese nation”

Vast beauty of IH Expo in Charming Tangshan. During the period of IH Expo,
the photography workers recorded this distinctive and wonderful international
horticultural exposition with images. A number of pictures have been selected
from over ten thousand photography works and have been published in book form
and sent to the printer, which left a valuable visual wealth for Tangshan IH Expo
and let beautiful scenery never end and engrave in common people’s memory
forever.

Facing the dangerous gate and long way, Tangshan people are full of the courage
and passion of “conquering the summit”. Bless Tangshan! Wish Tangshan a
greater prosperity in the process of realizing the goal of “Three Strivings to
Complete” and accelerating the construction of an international coastal city!
Bless the country! Wish our country a green development road with respecting

the nature, complying with the nature and protecting the nature!

Zhang Qingwei
December 15th, 2016
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Han Meilin a famous artist designed the theme sculpture the “Gate of
South Lake” for South Lake Eco—city.
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