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On the last days of his life, my father, Sun Yunsheng, entrusted me with nearly 1000 rough sketches, which he
had treasured for all his lifetime, of his master Chang Dai-chien. My father wished that | would promote the spirit of
Dafeng Hall, letting as many people as possible know about the Master's apotheosis in Chinese art. For more than one
decade I've been working towards his whishes, and fortunately got a lot of praises and supports from both domestic
academic and cultural circles. Several volumes of the Master's rough sketches have been published, with a number
of exhibitions hosted. | would like to extend my profound gratitude to all those who supported my endeavor along the
journey.

"Nostalgia" is the source of the Master's creation and also the root of his soul. For many times he had told me
that although he had been to a lot of places, seen many different sceneries, none was comparable to those in Sichuan,
his hometown. In the days with the Master, his deep love for traditional Chinese cultures and remembrance of the
hometown impressed me the most. | can clearly recall him in a long Chinese gown, speaking Sichuan dialect wherever
and whenever. That is a true testmony of his sentimental attachment to the homeland. Today, honored to be able to
bring some of the Master's masterpieces back to Sichuan, | wish that his soul could also "return to the motherland"
which had been the Master's dream for all his life. | also wish these cherished legacies he left to my father will
contribute to the spreading and flourish of Chinese culture around the world, which is also the Master's promise to the
country. | myself, following the teaching of the Master and my father— "Only a small part of everything is destined by
fate; the majority is the result of hard work," will also make every effort to the promotion of Chinese cultures.

The "Nostalgia for the Motherland" exhibition will be the second time for the Master's important sketches and
works to be presented to the public in his hometown. The very first one was the "Big World of Chang Dai-chien,
Paradise of Yunsheng" exhibition, which was held six years ago in Chengdu Museum. This exihibition is the result of
three years of sorting out the Master's important rough sketches, as well as dozens of ancient painting scrolls given
to my father for learning. Some of the sketches are comparable to the originals with unique artistic value; some of
the Master's favorite articles will also be exhibited, such as bonsai, pet-rocks, seals collected, as well as letters and
photos. They represent different aspects of the Master's interests. In five parts named respectively "Chang Dai-chien
Favorites", "Appreciating Traditional Style", "Dunhuang and Me", "Wandering East and West" and "Where the Soul
Belongs", you will see the colorful lifetime work of the Master. His endeavors and struggling efforts paved the way
from a beginner to a great artist shall be the focus of the entire exhibition. The hardships, the fun and every bit in the
process deserves our admiration and much can be learned from it.

At the time of the last exhibition six years ago, the new Chengdu Museum was under construction; now it is soon
to open to the public to fulfill its duty in public education, | wish the success of "Nostalgia for the Motherland" exhibition
will carry forward the "Dafeng Hall Spirit" of Master Chang Dai-chien. | also wish the new Museum, by bringing more

and better culture exhibition to the public, will influence and inspire more and more people!

i

Edward Sun
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