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Sigrid Norris and Carmen Daniela Maier
1 Introduction

We are seeing a fast increase of interest in multimodal communication in various
departments from business and design, communication studies and linguistics,
psychology and sociology to health. This rise of interest also brings with it
an interest in teaching multimodality in the undergraduate and the graduate
classroom.

At the 2010 international conference titled Multimodality, Mediation and
Practice held by the Multimodal Research Centre at Auckland University of Tech-
nology in New Zealand, scholars from a variety of approaches to multimodality
attended. Due to the breadth and depth of presentations, a lively discussion
about the emerging field of multimodality resulted and a number of lecturers
and researchers lamented the fact that there is no Reader that can trace and
encompass the increasing variety of approaches.

Discussing the need for such a book further after the conference, we decided
to write/edit one that would give a taste of the breadth of theoretical, method-
ological and analytical issues in the area of multimodality. Thus, Interactions,
Images and Texts: A Reader in Multimodality was conceived, It has taken some
time to bring together all of the various authors and to actually put this Reader
together, but we hope that it will prove useful for the undergraduate and post-
graduate classroom, as well as to emergent researchers and researchers new to
the field of multimodality. You will find the book equipped with key terms for
each chapter that are defined in the alphabetised glossary for a quick reference.
The terms were listed and defined by the particular authors and the names of
the ones who defined them are listed in the glossary. We have decided to expli-
cate exactly who defined a particular term as we find more and more examples
in the literature where the seemingly same terms are used differently by different
authors. This way, we hope to have alleviated some terminology confusion and
enable the reader to understand the terms as the author(s) intended.

There is a short list of further readings at the end of each chapter. These
readings are suggested by the author(s) who wrote the particular chapter, and
are therefore, very useful suggestions when you become interested in reading
more about specific topics. After these reading suggestions, each author has pro-
vided the reader with a project idea. These project ideas allow the book to be
easily used as a teaching tool or as a guide for self-study. With these further
readings, possible projects and an alphabetic glossary at the end of the book,
we hope to have made the book useful for the various levels.
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We have structured the book into four sections: 1. Multimodal theory and
methodology: How are they developed? Here, the reader will find personal
accounts of some leading figures in the field of multimodality. These chapters
are written in different styles, recounting some aspects of how, when, or why
these theories or methodologies came about. We believe that it will be an inter-
esting and varied read, where the reader will gain an insight into these authors’
personal stories. In this section, the readers can discover the personal accounts of
Suzie Wong Scollon about developing mediated discourse and nexus analysis,
of Sigrid Norris about developing multimodal (inter)action analysis, of Theo
Van Leeuwen about developing social semiotics, and of John Bateman about
developing multimodal genre analysis.

In section II, Multimodal theory and methodology: What are their facets? we
offer theoretically and methodologically focused chapters using and/or explain-
ing the theories/methodologies developed by the scholars from the first section.
These chapters are structured in the way discussed above, with key terms listed
after the introduction of each chapter, further readings following the conclusion,
and project ideas following the further readings. In this section, Rodney Jones
explains and exemplifies in detail how mediated discourse analysis can be
performed. Nexus analysis is the focus of Yuling Pan’s chapter, while Najma Al
Zydjaly introduces the main aspects of geosemiotics, and Jesse Pirini addresses
multimodal (inter)action analysis. Carmen Daniela Maier investigates a new genre
of corporate videos using a social semiotic approach, while Tuomo Hiippala
closes this section with a multimodal genre analysis using the GEM model.

In section 1IIl, Conducting multimodal research, we present chapters that go
into more depth in how-to do multimodal analyses and that illustrate the prac-
tical side of multimodal research. This section opens with Carey Jewitt's chapter
on aspects of multimodal research. Kay O’Halloran and Victor Lim Fei elaborate
in their chapter on the systemic functional approach, presenting in detail the
primary methodological tools needed for this type of analysis. Acknowledging
the challenges of multimodal transcription, Jeff Bezemer concentrates on ex-
plaining how he dealt with transcription in his case study. How to analyse web-
pages is the question posed by John Knox and Emilia Djonov in their chapter.
Rick ledema familiarizes the reader with a participatory approach to sense-
making of visual data, illustrating the consequences of involving practitioners
in video-based research. This section of the book closes with two chapters
co-written by Sigrid Norris, Jarret Geenen, Thomas Metten, Tui Matelau and Jesse
Pirini who investigate the role of the researcher and aspects of ethics when
collecting video data.

Then, in section 1V, Sample analyses, we showcase smaller analysis chapters
that give the reader a good understanding of the breadth of uses of multimodal
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research methodologies. Jarret Geenen offers an analysis of extreme sports, Tui
Matelau analyses Maori woman identity, while Arianna Moriani provides the
reader with an example for the study of film advertising posters in her chapter.
Hartmut Stockl presents specific guiding principles needed for the multimodal
analysis of typography. Sabine Tan turns to the analysis of news, while Volker
Eisenlauer approaches Facebook, explaining the disempowering effects of
the standardized options of the online environment upon its users. The com-
municative aspects of space in action are described by Paul White, while Gill
Abousnnouga and David Machin focus on monuments. Ingrid de Saint-Georges
addresses mediated discourse analysis referring to embodied leaming and emerg-
ing social and professional identities. In Maria Jesus Pinar’s chapter, the focus is
on comic books, while Alison Gibbons elaborates on aspects of multimodality in
literature in the section’s last chapter.

In this section, we, the editors, introduce each chapter briefly, giving the
reader a quick overview of the thematic orientation, the theoretical or method-
ological orientation, and the linkages to other similar chapters. Here, too, we
provide key terms, further readings and a project idea.

The book can be read in various ways so that you can, as with any book
begin to read from the first to the last section. But you may also, for example,
begin working with one analysis chapter, find the links to other similar chapters
and then move from there to the linked methodology in section two or the prac-
tical chapters in section three and read the personal accounts of those authors
whose framework you are most interested in. Thus you may well be skipping
back and forth between sections. We structured the book in this way on purpose,
as we wanted this Reader to be a useful book that is adoptable by as many kinds
of ways of teaching/learning as possible; allowing the teacher/student to decide
which way is best for them.

As mentioned in the beginning, the idea and the content of this book were
inspired by the insights that we gained during our discussions at a conference
with other fellow researchers interested in teaching and working with various
aspects of multimodality. It is our hope that this Reader will stimulate more dis-
cussions at conferences as well as in journals and classrooms across disciplines
and geographical borders, driving multimodality research forward.



