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Introduction

Welcome to the D300s Digital Field Guide. This book is a handy reference for you
to get started learning about all of the features and functions of your Nikon
D300s DSLR camera.

This Digital Field Guide isn't meant to replace the user's manual, but to be an adjunct
to the manual explaining things simpler and in more detail than the manual. The guide
is aimed at D300s owners that are just beginning in the world of digital SLR's up to
advanced users with more hands on knowledge of photography.

The D300s Digital Field Guide not only covers the specifics of the D300s, but also cov-
ers many other facets of digital photography from the basics of exposure to lighting
and composition. There's also a chapter to help you get started with Nikon's Creative
Lighting System and all of the possibilities that Nikon's Speedlights offer.

About this book

The D300s will likely be used by a wide variety of users, from possible first time DSLR
owners to people who have owned other DSLRs and have plenty of experience with
photography. This book contains information for D300s users off all levels. The first
few chapters cover the basics of the camera; the buttons and switches, the menu
options, and the different settings. These are all described in detail with some tips on
how to effectively use them.

Other chapters include information on lenses, how they work and what applications
specific lenses are best for. There's a primer on working with different lighting types
as well as a chapter that teaches you how to take on different photographic tasks.

To put it simply there’s a lot of information in this book. There's a good bit of informa-
tion for everyone, from the new photographer to the advanced hobbyist.
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About the D300s

The D300s is the predecessor of Nikon's hugely successful D300 camera. The D300s
shares quite a few features from Nikon’'s high-end cameras; the D3, D700, and of
course the D300, as well as offering some features that no other DSLR offers such as
the ability to autofocus while recording HD video clips.

The D300s' DX-format 12.3 megapixel CMOS sensor gives the camera a high signal to
noise ratio. Combining this sensor with EXPEED image processing inherited from the
venerable D3, the D300s offers incredible images with low noise rivaling the D300
images especially at high ISO settings.

Like the D300 and Nikon's FX-format cameras, the D300s has Live View. Live View
allows you to view exactly what's coming through the lens right on the rear panel
LCD. This feature enables you to use the LCD monitor to compose your photographs
in situations where it may be awkward to put your eye up to the viewfinder.

The Live View feature enables the camera to shoot live HD video straight from the
image sensor. The built-in microphone allows you to record sound as you're recording
video and has surprisingly good sound quality, but even better the D300s allows you
to connect a stereo microphone for much better control over the sound quality .This
feature has never been available on any Nikon DSLR with video.

This new video ability allows you to record and share your memories like never before
using only one camera. Additionally the D300s sensor is larger than that of most video
cameras allowing you to shoot much higher quality videos in low light. This larger sen-
sor also allows you to get a much more shallow depth of field giving your videos a
more creative look.

Nikon has made the D300s available with the well regarded 16-85mm 1/3.5-5.6 VR. This
is a great all around lens that covers the most used focal lengths. From the moderately
wide 16mm to use for architecture, interiors and landscapes to 85mm which is perfect
for portraits and some sports, this lens covers most of your basic photography needs.
The added bonus or Nikon's Vibration Reduction allows you to hand hold the camera at
slower shutter speeds without worrying about blurry pictures caused by camera shake.
The Silent Wave motor in the lens allows for quick, nearly silent focusing.

Another great thing about the D300s is that, like all other Nikon SLR’s you can use
almost all lenses manufactured by Nikon is the last 75 years. Nikon is known for hav-
ing some of the highest quality optics in the industry.
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