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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION

INTEREST IN geriatrics is steadily growing. An increasing
number of books concern themselves with the problems of
the aged, and during 1946 two new periodicals devoted to
the aging process and to diseases of the aged made their
appearance. And this volume is now being issued in its third
edition. This has provided opportunity for another revision
of the text. New material has been added: discussion of
temporal arteritis, bacterial endocarditis, acute pancreatitis,
fractures of the femur, infections of the respiratory tract,
hemolytic jaundice, herpes zoster. The section on mental dis-
orders has been rewritten and expanded. Several new illus-
trations have been included.

For the color photographs I am indebted to Dr. P. Klem-
perer, and for some of the roentgenograms to Dr. M. Suss-
man, both of Mount Sinai Hospital, New York City. I cannot
speak too warmly of the unfailing enthusiasm and co-opera-
tion of the publishers.

This volume does not pretend to the stature of an exhaus-
tive handbook on geriatrics. It is planned as a simple but
complete text to aid the practitioner in the handling of his
elderly patients.

Ernst P. Boas.
New York City

March, 1947
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