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Introduction

Speech style, as a pivotal theoretical construct in sociolinguistics (Rickford and
Eckert, 2001, p. 1), has been at the forefront of research for nearly fifty years. It is
seen as the core notion in variationist sociolinguistics, namely the subfield dealing
with the mapping of linguistic patterns onto social ones, which uses surveys and
quantitative methods to examine the correlation between linguistic variability and
major predetermined demographic categories, such as age, class, sex and ethnicity
(see, for example, the by-now classic studies by Labov, 1966 and 1972, in the U.S.
context and Trudgill, 1974, in the UK context). The results of these initial “first
wave” studies have been brought together to develop the larger picture of the social
spread of sound change, in which the socioeconomic hierarchy figures as a map of
social space, and change spreads outward from the locally based upper working
class (Eckert, 2005, pp. 1-2).

Nonetheless, socioeconomic hierarchy was deemed too abstract a notion, be-
cause it could not capture what variation meant for the people belonging to a
particular group. In order to answer this question, the second (e.g. Eckert, 1989,
2000; chapters in Eckert & Rickford, 2001), and mainly the third wave of varia-
tion studies (e.g. Zhang, 2005; Podesva, 2007) employed ethnographic methods in
order to study the relationship between variation and local, participant-designed
categories and configurations. These together gave local meaning to the aforemen-
tioned more abstract demographic categories.

Along the same lines of emphasizing locality, the focus of sociolinguistic re-
search on style currently concerns the social meaning of styles (e.g., Eckert, 2001,
2003; Levon, 2009; Moore & Podesva, 2009; Coupland, 2013), which in turn are
associated with social categories. Apart from social meanings, in current sociolin-
guistic research social life is also viewed as a continual process of constructing these
same categories and identities (Schilling-Estes, 2004, pp. 394-6; De Fina, Schiffrin
& Bamberg, 2006, pp. 1-17), and style also becomes a vital resource for the process
of construction. Hence, the view of variation is expanding from viewing variation
as just marking categories to constituting a more fluid landscape of meaning, and
from a view of language as reflecting the social to a view of language as creating the
social (Rickford & Eckert, 2001, p. 6, emphasis in original).

In light of these developments in sociolinguistic research on speech style,
this book seeks to contribute to the under-researched social (as opposed to
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geographical) dialectology in Greece (Sifianou, 2003, p. 269) by investigating
Athenian Greek speech style(s), and the ways it is employed by Athenians in order
to construct their social class identities. In line with the current focus of socio-
linguistic stylistic studies on locality but wishing to do justice to the complicated
dimensions of style, this book seeks to expand the study of style by analyzing data
from popular and digital culture as opposed to only mundane or actual people’s
culture. In this way, one of the aims of this book is to elucidate interaction of styles
in general rather than just analyze style and social class identity in fragmented
contexts, such as an ethnographic interview or a recorded conversation between
locals. Here, interaction is seen both as an umbrella term encompassing vari-
ous interactional genres, including semi-structured conversations (Alim, 2004),
Facebook discussions, conversations from TV series, excerpts from popular fic-
tion, hip-hop lyrics, and ethnographic interviews, as well as the interaction of data
within these distinctive genres. Interaction of data here means that the interest is
in the ways the styl(iz)ed social meanings attached to social class are correlated
with each other, i.e. in what makes them operate systematically in an indexical
order encompassing various genres of speech all of which make references to
Athenian suburban speech style and social class.

The rationale behind incorporating all of these seemingly heterogeneous
genres in the study of the relationship between speech style and social class identity
is not only because of their relevance to the areas of interest which are presented
below, but also due to their pervasiveness in everyday life, whereby people craft and
styl(iz)e their personal images that they then offer to the people with whom they
interact on a daily basis. In light of this coexistence and importance of the genres
in everyday communication, I stake a claim for the analytical need to overcome
the fragmentation in the treatment of data sets by including all of these genres
in a triangulated stylistic analysis of identity construction in the sociolinguistic
paradigm. Such a choice can lead to a holistic approach, a multidimensional treat-
ment of style and identity, that tries to correlate, combine, and eventually integrate
mundane culture with digital and popular culture (cf. chapters in Litosseliti, 2010;
chapters in Mallinson, Childs & Van Herk, 2013).

Despite the fact that there are edited volumes suggesting taking steps towards a
holistic approach to style drawing of multilingual datasets stemming from different
sociocultural backgrounds, to my knowledge there is no single monograph-length
study that illustrates how style and stylization are employed by people across differ-
ent genres of mundane, digital and popular culture within the same society in order
to construct the multiple layers of social class. I argue that it is useful to have such
a type of study focusing on the complex sociolinguistic practices of different seg-
ments of the same society, i.e. contemporary Athenian suburban society in Greece,
because in this way we can gain a coherent and hence potentially deeper and better
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understanding of the members of the society under scrutiny and their sociocultural
linguistic practices. In other words, both the “social” and the “linguistic” aspects of
these people’s practices are dealt with in a balanced way in a study that deals with
the relationship between style and social class in the context of one society.

The motivation for this study is the established and widely circulating but un-
der-researched traditional rivalry between northern and western suburban Athens
(Voreia Proastia=northern suburbs and Dytika Proastia =western suburbs are the
labels used to refer to these two areas; henceforth, they will be referred to as VP
and DP, respectively). This rivalry is rooted in the stereotypes (Pickering, 2001;
Apte, 2001) surrounding these two areas: VP is associated with wealthy, educated
and cultivated people, while DP is considered full of working class, uneducated and
uncultivated people (see also Theodoropoulou, 2010b, 2013). Concerning varia-
tion in spoken Athenian Greek, with the exception of Mikros’ (1997) large scale
variationist study on the nasalization of the b, d, and g, some smaller scale studies
pertaining to the same phenomenon (e.g. Arvaniti, 1995; Arvaniti & Joseph, 2000;
Pagoni, 1989; and Haralabopoulos, Arapopoulou, Kokolakis & Kyratzis, 1992),
and Theodoropoulou’s (2013) study on the use of the syntactic variable Verbal
Phrase +/— Prepositional Phrase, all of which, however, take a quantitative approach,
to my knowledge, there is no large-scale qualitative description or analytical account
of speech style used by people in the northern and western suburbs of Athens.

This book therefore aims to fill this gap in the existing Greek sociolinguistic
literature. More specifically, my aim is to provide a description and interpretation
of this socio-cultural phenomenon from a socio-cultural linguistic perspective. The
two foci of this research are the respective descriptions of the VP and DP speech
styles as they are used across different genres. The study includes data from actual
people in their offline and online communication, as well as data from popular
culture; more specifically, actual people’s data include semi-structured conversa-
tions and performances (Bakhtin, 1981; Coupland, 2007a) in the realm of the
participants’ conversations, ethnographic interviews and Facebook Wall discus-
sions. Popular culture data include excerpts from TV series, popular fiction texts,
and lyrics from hip-hop songs.

Such an expansion of stylistic research into other genres, such as popular cul-
ture and online culture, has been indirectly alluded to for scholarship pertaining to
style, since to understand styling as a sociolinguistic process, we need to entertain
a notion of social organization that couples situational with cultural contexts and
larger metapragmatic stereotypes (Bucholtz, 2009, p. 165; Coupland, 2007a, p. 16;
Tannen, 2005). To this end I would also add the fact that people, at least in western
societies, including Greece, are popular-culture-saturated (Georgakopoulou, 2000;
Androutsopoulos, 2005; Danesi, 2008, pp. 16-22) and heavily engaged with digital
culture, especially with social networking sites (e.g. chapters in Papacharissi, 2011).



