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This unique book deals with both inflammation
and cancer in a single source of publication. They
are seldom grouped together although it has been
known that both diseases are closely associated,
particularly in the gastrointestinal tract and liver.
As the book touches on two such major areas of
diseases in humans, it should be of interest to a wider
audience of researchers and readers. It is noted that
the book combines the effort of both basic scientists
and clinicians from different countries with extensive
experiences in molecular biology and clinical practice
to unveil the most updated picture of the pathogenesis
and therapeutic strategies in the treatment of
inflammation and cancer in the digestive tract. In this
regard, potential pathogenic modulators and also
therapeutic options are widely discussed. These types
of information would definitely broaden our knowledge
in better understanding these diseases.
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Foreword

It gives me great pleasure to write this short
foreword for this outstanding book. Chronic
inflammation is the “root of all evil” and in the
context of cancer plays the most prominent role
in initiating, promoting and spreading the dis-
ease. Gastrointestinal and liver cancers exert the
largest global health burden of any malignant
disease and as such require a concerted interna-
tional effort to unravel the pathophysiology and
identify novel strategies for prevention, treatment and ultimately cure. This

book is an excellent compendium of state-of-the-art knowledge on the role
of chronic inflammation in gastrointestinal cancer and the novel strategies
for treating it. The strength lies in the outstanding faculty of authors who
hail from the best research laboratories in Asia-Pacific, Europe and North
America. The content is comprehensive, authoritative and translational. The
first section gives an excellent account of therapeutic approaches in treating
inflammatory GI disorders and this is followed by similar approaches for
gastrointestinal tract cancer. The last section deals with the exciting new field
of autophagy and microRNAs as therapeutic targets in digestive cancer.
This is an essential book for all researchers interested in inflammation
and cancer. It is also a particularly useful book for clinicians from different
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disciplines including oncology gastroenterology and clinical pharmacology.

The editor and authors are highly commended on producing this invaluable
book.

Professor Emad M El-Omar

Professor of Medicine

Editor in Chief, Guz

St George and Sutherland Clinical School
University of New South Wales

Sydney, NSW

Australia

e.el-omar@unsw.edu.au
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