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PREFACE TO THE SIXTH EDITION

This book has three principal aims. The first is to provide an exposition of the rules that make
up the law of contract. To this end it seeks to describe and to analyse the central doctrines of
the modern law of contract and to explore the principal controversies associated with these
doctrines. It seeks to fulfil this aim through a combination of text, cases, and materials. The
function of the text is both to explain and to evaluate the principal rules and doctrines of
contract law and to provide a commentary on the leading cases and statutes. The cases chosen
for inclusion in the book are the leading cases on the law of contract. The ‘materials’ consist
of statutes, statutory instruments, re-statements of contract law, extracts from textbooks, and
academic articles. Secondly, the book aims to explore the law of contract in its transactional
context. It is not confined to an analysis of the doctrines that make up the law of contract but
extends to the terms that are to be found in modern commercial contracts and the principles
that are applied by the courts when seeking to interpret these contracts. The third aim is to
explore English contract law in a transnational and comparative perspective. This is not a
book on comparative contract law but it does attempt to take account of documents such as
the Unidroit Principles for International Commercial Contracts, the Draft Common Frame
of Reference, and the Principles of European Contract Law.

The book is supported by an Online Resource Centre. The principal purposes of the
website are to provide critical summaries of recent developments in the law and to provide
links to helpful websites where further information can be obtained. In particular, it will be
necessary to provide update materials on the progress of the Consumer Rights Bill through
Parliament and the likely repeal of the Unfair Terms in Consumer Contracts Regulations
1999 (Chapter 14) and substantial amendments to the Unfair Contract Terms Act 1977
(Chapter 13). The website will be updated annually and can be accessed at www.oxfordtext-
books.co.uk/orc/mckendrickée/.

[ am grateful to Andrew Burrows for his willingness to allow me in Chapters 18-20 to draw
on material which first appeared in our book (on which we have now been joined by James
Edelman), Cases and Materials on the Law of Restitution, also published by Oxford University
Press. I am also grateful to the publishers for their assistance and encouragement at every
stage. Finally, I would like to thank my wife, Rose, and our children, Jenny, Sarah, Rachel,
and Katie for their encouragement and support. My greatest debt is to my wife, Rose, without
whose help and support in so many ways, this book would never have been written. This book
is dedicated to her with my love and thanks.

The law is stated on the basis of the information available to me as at 1 November 2013.

Ewan McKendrick
University Offices
Oxford
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Web links

A selection of annotated web links, chosen by the
author, have been provided to point students in the
direction of important research, statistical data, and
classic texts to keep them informed of the develop-
ments in contract law, both past and present.

Regular updates

This is an indispensable resource which allows
students and lecturers to access changes and
developments in the law that have occurred since
publication of the book. These are added to the web-
site as and when they arise, together with page ref-
erences to easily enable readers to identify material
which has been amended or superseded. Updates
allow students to stay informed of key developments
without having to buy a new book.

LECTURER RESOURCES

Lecturer resources are password-protected to ensure that only lecturers can access them; each
registration is personally checked to ensure the security of the site.

To register for login details, click on ‘Lecturer Resources’ on the Online Resource Centre and
complete the simple registration form. This allows you to choose your own username and
password.

Test bank of multiple choice
questions

Chapter 16 - Questjon 02
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A test bank of 150 multiple choice questions,
with answers and feedback, enables lectur-
ers to test students on the material they have
learned. This resource offers versatile testing
tailored to the contents of this book, which
can be customized according to the course
requirements.
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Correct, It is important to distinguish a ‘vold’ contract from)|

contract, The former is void from the outset and does not

rescission. The contract will have no legal effect. The latter|
hand, remains valid, although liable to be set aside or resc
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