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Abstract

When it comes to the study of Neo—Confucianism in Song Dynasty, most
people focused on masters such as Zhou, Chang, Chen and Zhu. Among them,
lots of materials are available regarding Zhu’ s study and the ideology
of Zhu is mature and complete. Therefore, Zhu’ s ideology has become
the main stream and had enormous impact to others. The disciples of Zhu
also contributed a lot in extending and disseminate Zhu’ s thinking.
Unfortunately, they haven” t received much attention from the scholars.
In order to make up this deficiency, this thesis tried to explore Chen
Chun. As an important disciple of Zhu, Chen followed Zhu’ s will and
devoted his whole life to advocating Zhu’ s thinking. Although his
fundamental thoughts followed the basics of Zhu’ s idealist philosophy,
Chen still had much innovation. Chen’ s doctrine was not just to
rephrase what Zhu said. In fact, he gradually developed his own
interpretation of what idealist philosophy was. Chen not only reflected
Zhu’ s 1ideas, he also provided better explanation and deeper
exploration. In addition, Chen also contribute much to spreading Zhu’ s
ideology and was known as the “zi yang bie zong” . This thesis explored
how Chen Chun enhanced and corrected idealist philosophy when inherited
and propagated Zhu’ s thinking. First, it started from Chen’ s
background and experience to show Chen’ s personality and how he
approached to the problems. In this way, it is easier to see what Chen’ s
stand point toward the study of idealist philosophy was. Second, Chen’ s

main doctrine was explored. Discussions about how Chen looked at the



problems concerning idealist philosophy are provided. Finally, the last
few chapters cover Chen’ s contribution and the impact Chen’ s doctrine
brought to show his unique status in intellectual history

Keywords: Song Dynasty; Neo—Confucianism; Chen Chun; Zhu Xi; Zhu’ s
study
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